
Mandates of KVAFSU - CVA Rabies Diagnostic Laboratory as 
WOAH Reference Laboratory for Rabies

Sharada, R.,
Associate Prof. & Quality Manager

KVAFSU-CVA Rabies Diagnostic Laboratory
WOAH Reference Laboratory for Rabies 

Dept. of Microbiology, Veterinary College, KVAFSU 
Hebbal, Bengaluru, India

WOAH Sub-Regional Training Workshop on Animal Rabies Diagnosis for South Asia, 18 - 21 January, 2023



KVAFSU-CVA- Crucell Rabies Diagnostic Lab. Established in  2013

“Human Mab Combination for PEP of Rabies - Evaluation Versus Indian Natural Rabies Virus Strains”
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Diagnostic  surveillance
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Sero surveillance

Mass dog vaccination

• Sero monitoring of vaccinal
antibodies.

• RFFIT / FAVN /ELISA (limited 
facilities to conduct RFFIT )
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Specific mandate of OIE twinning:  Strengthening diagnosis of rabies in India
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… with this, animal rabies surveillance scaled up in India
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Designation as WOAH Reference Lab for rabies – a mile stone
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• Provide consultancy services

 Test and disease consultancy

 Disease surveillance on rabies and non-rabies lyssa viruses 

 Control strategies  

 Diagnostics

• Improving surveillance of rabies in animals

 To ensure systematic surveillance - accurate reporting of rabies cases 

 Dog vaccination
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Laboratory Services to SAARC countries



Building laboratory capabilities in the countries

 Training in all Quality assurance systems

Health  & safety procedures

biosafety and biosecurity awareness & practices

 Knowledge transfer and training

Sample collection, Submission & Processing

Antigen detection methods,

Molecular diagnostic methods,

Antibody detection methods, 

Proficiency testing,

Inter laboratory comparisons,

Developing quality standards
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Laboratory Services to SAARC countries

• Consultancy services

• Improving surveillance 

• Training in all QA systems

• Knowledge transfer 

• Training

OIE Virtual Training Series on Rabies Diagnosis for SAARC Region 
on 5th – 6th November 2020  (7 SAARC countries)
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OIE Virtual Training Series on Rabies Serology for  SAARC Region : 11th -13th Oct 2021

(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Japan, Nepal, Pakistan, Srilanka)
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3rd OIE Regional Meeting for OIE Reference Centres in Asia and the Pacific 
24-25 February 2021, 

Virtual meeting for networking and collective working in Asia & Pacific

REFERENCE LABORATORIES

World Asia

RLs 285 59

Diseases 117 42

Members 37 8

COLLABORATING CENTRES

World Asia

Institutes for CCs 83 25

Topics 63 12

Members 29 6

WOAH Sub-Regional Training Workshop on Animal Rabies Diagnosis for South Asia, 18 - 21 January, 2023



Virtual Workshop on Proposed South Asia Rabies Lablab Network
14th July 2022
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Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Srilanka, 



Regional Training of Trainers workshop on Mass Dog Vaccination
28th November to 2nd December, 2022
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Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Cambodia, India, Indonesia, 

Myanmar, Nepal, Philippiness, 
Srilanka, Thailand



WOAH Sub-Regional Training Workshop on Animal Rabies Diagnosis for 
South Asia

18th to 21st January, 2023

WOAH Sub-Regional Training Workshop on Animal Rabies Diagnosis for South Asia, 18 - 21 January, 2023

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Nepal, Srilanka, Zambia



Possible through...

• Networking

• Virtual training

• Laboratory training

• Strengthening Laboratory infrastructure

• Quality diagnostics

• Uniformity in Diagnostics  

• Effective reporting system
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Harmonizaton of rabies surveillance in the SAARC region is an

immediate need



Thank you.

WOAH Sub-Regional Training Workshop
on Animal Rabies Diagnosis for South Asia

Veterinary College, KVAFSU, Bengaluru, India
18 – 21 January, 2023

Lets join hands to Strengthen Animal Rabies Diagnosis  

to make Zero Rabies by 2030 A Reality


