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2Disease notification in animals through WAHIS
2

 Legal obligation for all Countries and territories to report to the WOAH

 One of the main missions of the WOAH is to ensure transparency of worldwide 

animal disease situation including zoonosis 

 WAHIS is a unique comprehensive database through which information on the 

animal health situation worldwide is reported and disseminated throughout the 

world.

 WAHIS data reflects the information gathered by the Veterinary Services from 

OIE Members and non-Members Countries and Territories on OIE-listed 

diseases in domestic animals and wildlife, as well as on emerging diseases and 

zoonoses.
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4Reporting information to WOAH
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 117 WOAH-listed diseases & emerging diseases
 Official national information communicated through 

early warning & monitoring systems
 Focal points under the responsibility of the 

Delegate, can submit information to the  WOAH
 Interoperability, integration and connectivity with 

other data and systems
 This new public interface includes data extraction 

tools, interactive mapping tools and dashboards to 
support data consultation, visualization and 
extraction of officially validated animal health data.

https:// wahis.woah.org/#/homeFacilitating reporting, promoting the use of data



5WAHIS reporting system
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Six-monthly 
reports

Annual 
reports

listed diseases

Monitoring system

• zoonosis/animal population/VS
• non listed diseases in wildlife

Early warning 
system

• listed diseases
• Emerging diseases 

Immediate notifications
Follow-up reports

Final reports

listed diseases Non listed diseases 



6WHY WAHIS?
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Facilitating reporting, promoting the use of data



WAHIS Early Warning module 
optimisation



New features

New design – more user-guided and user-friendly

Improved quality of reporting

Facilitated visualization of information

Better Data management

Updated Event management page on Public
interface and Back Office
Enhanced performance



New features – Enhanced mapping



New features – Analytics



New features – event management page

Improved display –
one line per event 
with latest 
information

Reorganized left 
menu

Responsive design –
adapts to screen size

The updated Event management
page on Public Interface and Back
Office allows access in one click to
all information of the event and
easier following of events
evolution



New features – improved filtering of events

Easy management 
of favorite filters

More user-friendly 
filter functionality

Enriched 
functionalities 
for each event

Users can experience an
improved performance
on the filter selection
with a more intuitive
filter interface, while the
menu on the right allows
to directly perform
different actions on the
event.



New features – event dashboard page

Indicators on 
outbreaks

Event history 
management

Global overview of 
event information

The event dashboard
page displays all
information about a
specific event. From this
page users can manage
their reports by
reviewing or editing
them, or create a new
Follow-up report



New features – event indicators

Indicators on 
disease evolution

Global overview of 
event information

Three tabs of indicators
to easily follow-up the
evolution of the
disease situation of the
event, the Control
Measures applied and
Epidemiological
comments of the
reports



New features – event editing

Easy management 
of outbreaks

Event information 
overview

All information of 
the event accessible 

at once

The event overview page
allows users to edit the
event in a more
straightforward, user-
friendly way while
maintaining an overview
of the entered
information at one
glance.



New features – outbreak editing

Easy management 
of species

Outbreak information 
overview

User-friendly input 
of data

Outbreak overview page
works the same way as
the Event overview page,
allowing user to easily
edit data while
maintaining an overview
of the entered
information.



New features – guided Immediate notification report creation

Guided Immediate 
Notification 
creation

Free input of data 
for Follow-up 

Reports

User-guided creation of
Immediate Notification
and simplification of the
editing process of Follow-
up reports, allowing
users to skip the steps
where no changes are to
be applied.



New features – outbreaks display per status

Filters on outbreaks 
statuses

Easy management 
of outbreaks

Change screenshot 
for something more 
appealing



3 – Limitations (expected for next releases)

Limitation (not available yet) Possible workaround
Import a file to create or update one or more outbreaks Functionality to be delivered in a further release

Export one or more outbreaks in csv format Ask WAHIS support desk to provide extraction

Email notifications when the status of a report changes Emails will be sent manually by a WAHIAD staff member member in 
case clarifications are required. Please check WAHIS to follow the status 
of your report.

Submit the name of a new disease, species, test or laboratory which is 
not referenced yet by WAHIS

Country needs to send new values via email to WAHIS support desk 
before processing the report

Export the report with the associated map in a single document Manually open and screen capture the map and send it separately from 
the report

Export several reports at once Reports to be exported one by one

Close multiple outbreaks at once Outbreaks to be closed one by one

PDF improvements Please contact WAHIS support for assistance

Deletion of report Please contact WAHIS support for assistance



Training activities 
after Go-Live

Support material
 F.A.Q.
 Video tutorials

A hotline is available to help you in case of difficulties :
https://wahis-support.woah.org/
wahis-support@woah.org

One-on-one training support
 Deepen understanding of new functionalities
 Highlight best practices between Focal Points
 Share difficulties with the trainers

SUPPORT

PLATFORM

How will WOAH support you in notifying data?

T RAINING

2022

Regular 
releases

4 - Support & contact

https://wahis-support.woah.org/
mailto:wahis-support@woah.org


WAHIS enhancement

Major improvement:
• User friendly data entry
• Enhanced performance
• Better data coherency
• Event based reporting
• More stabilised module

Optimised Immediate notification and Follow-up module (IN/FUR)
went live on 20/09

User support provided via support desk https://wahis-support.woah.org/ and training materials

https://wahis-support.woah.org/


22Improving the notification system – Disease intelligence
22

Daily 
activity

15 
langues

15,000 
sources

Search for unoffical information

Reference laboratories
(OIE network)

ASF 56,000 news HPAI 274,000 news



WAHIS further development

Focus on 4 main principles:
• optimization and evolutive maintenance, 
• continuous improvement (new development)
• data governance and consistency
• partnering with global health



Additional information

WAHIS platform: https://wahis.woah.org

User support provided via support desk https://wahis-support.woah.org/ and training materials

Guiding tour video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5PuNtcBh14

https://wahis.woah.org/
https://wahis-support.woah.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5PuNtcBh14


25Conclusion

• Legal obligation for animal diseases notification through WAHIS

• WAHIS is an early warning system & monitoring system; it provides other official national 
information on Veterinary Services

• With official validated information provided by WOAH Members, WAHIS re-enforces its 
role as the reference database for animal and zoonotic disease information

• Focal points for animal diseases notification are a critical link between World Animal 
Health Information and Analysis department and Members

• WAHIS data gains value as an essential component of the big data approach through 
interconnection and combination with other external data

• WAHIS continue to be a key component of the global fight against animal and human 
diseases
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