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WOAH official recognition of animal health status





A voluntary procedure 
developed on Members’ 
request to facilitate trade

Resolutions adopted by 
the World Assembly

SOPs and rules & guidelines Updated when relevant

Available online 
in the three WOAH official 
languages



Official recognition by the World Assembly of Delegates (if positive outcome)

Communication of the outcome by Director General 

Evaluation by the Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases

Evaluation by the ad hoc Group

Preliminary screening by Status Department

Voluntary application - Submission of dossier by Members
• The procedure



• Compliance with the relevant provisions of the 

Terrestrial Code.

• Complete – relevant to template Questionnaire 

in Chapters 1.12. of the Terrestrial Code (also in 

WOAH website) – documented evidence

• 50 pages + appendices (properly cross-

referenced) + executive summary

• Digitalised map if relevant (free zone)

• Proof of payment fee

• Contact details of technical staff



• The procedure: 

• Evaluation by the 
ad hoc group • Assessment against Terrestrial Code requirements

• Based on:
• Information from the application (esp. evidence) and other reports 

(e.g., WAHIS, PVS)

• Experts’ knowledge 

• Information available in the public domain

• Possible interaction (electronic) with the applicant Member 

• Detailed evaluation report and recommendations forwarded to 
the Scientific Commission

An ad hoc Group is convened at 
the initiative of the Director 
General to provide expert advice 
on a topic as defined by the 
Terms of Reference. An ad hoc 
Group usually comprises six 
internationally recognised
experts and take into 
consideration geographical 
representation and gender 
balance.



• The procedure: 

• Evaluation by 
the Scientific 
Commission

• Commission: Members elected by the World Assembly of 
Delegates for a three-year term

• Assess:
• Application (forms and evidence).

• The evaluation report of the ad hoc Group

• Possible interaction with 
• The chairperson of the ad hoc Group 

• Applicant Members, including the possible visit of a delegation 
/!\ official request to WOAH by the Delegate before 31 December

• Final recommendation proposed for adoption by the World 
Assembly of Delegates 

• May request an expert mission (field or virtual) to verify the 
dossier

Founded in 1946 and composed of 
six members, the Scientific 
Commission for Animal Diseases 
(Scientific Commission) assists in 
identifying the most appropriate 
strategies and measures for disease 
prevention and control. It is also 
responsible for examining 
voluntary requests from WOAH 
Members regarding their disease-
specific animal health status, if a 
Member wishes to be included in 
the WOAH official list of Members 
with a recognised diseases status 
for certain diseases



• The procedure: 

• Communication 
of the outcome Letter from the DG to the applicant Members

Positive outcome

Assessment published in 
the Scientific Commission 

report

Letter to all 
Delegates

60-day period

World Assembly of 
Delegates

Negative outcome

Assessment kept confidential

Report provided only to the 
applicant Member

Pending a mission



• The procedure: 

• Official 
recognition

by adoption of a Resolution at the General Session 
by the World Assembly of Delegates





• Terrestrial Animal Health Code 
(Terrestrial Code)

Horizontal Chapters
▪ Disease notification (1.1.) compliance with 

WAHIS

▪ Animal health surveillance (1.4.) surveillance

▪ Import risk analysis (2.1.)

▪ Evaluation of Veterinary Services (3.2.) quality 
of the Veterinary Services 

▪ Veterinary legislation (3.4.) quality of the 
Veterinary Services 

▪ Import/export procedures (5)

▪ Obligations related to certification (5.1.)

PPR Specific Chapter – 14.7. 
(most recent update adopted in 2021)

▪ General provisions, case definition

▪ Safe commodities

▪ Criteria for disease status: country, zone or 

compartment

▪ Provisions for import of commodities

▪ Pathogen inactivation

▪ Specific disease surveillance

▪ Endorsment of control programme



WOAH standards for official recognition - PPR



Article 14.7.1. : General provisions

Susceptible animals-

Only domestic sheep and goats

play a significant epidemiological role 

Case definition –

infection of sheep and goats with PPRVirus

Occurrence of - clinical signs

Occurrence of - infection



Article 14.7.2. : Safe commodities



Article 14.7.3. : PPR free country or zone

https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_surveillance_general.htm#article_surveillance_general.6.
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_maladie_a_declaration_obligatoire
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_systeme_avertisement
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_marchandise
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_faune_sauvage


Article 14.7.3. : PPR free country or zone

•

✓

✓

•

https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_surveillance_general.htm#article_surveillance_general.6.


PPRV  infection

Vaccination

Import of vaccinated 

animals

Article 14.7.3. : PPR free country or zone

https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_surveillance_general.htm#article_surveillance_general.6.
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=ticle_ppr.27.
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=ticle_ppr.33.


Article 14.7.8. to 14.7.25: Trade recommendations 

From countries/zones
Importation from PPR free 

countries or zone
Importation from countries or zones 

considered infected with PPRV

Domestic sheep and goats and wild ruminants x x
Semen of domestic sheep and goats x x

Embryos of domestic sheep and goats and captive wild 
ruminants x x

Fresh meat and meat products x x
Milk and milk products from sheep and goats x x
Meal and flour from blood, defatted bones, hooves, claws 
and horns from sheep and goats x

Hooves, claws, bones and horns, hunting trophies  from 
sheep and goats x

Wool, hair, raw hides and skins from sheep and goats x

Products of animal origin from sheep and goats intended 
for pharmaceutical or surgical use x



ex: Articles 14.7.10: Recommendations for importations of 
domestic small ruminants from PPR infected* countries/zones

•

•

•



Articles 14.7.29: Surveillance strategies

1. Clinical surveillance

2. Virological surveillance

3. Serological surveillance

✓Targeted surveillance may be considered

✓ Where a population of a susceptible wildlife species may act as
sentinels indicating the spill over of PPRV from domestic sheep and
goats, serosurveillance data should be collected (purposive and
opportunistic samplings)



http://www.woah.org/official-disease-status


• For more information please contact: 
disease.status@woah.org

• Terrestrial Code: 
www.woah.org/terrestrial-code

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
mailto:disease.status@woah.org
http://www.woah.org/terrestrial-code

