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Introduction

Considering the recent incursion of Foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) in Indonesia, it is imperative for FMD
free countries and countries with free zones to enhance its capabilities to prevent the introduction of
FMD, and for early warning and early response in case of an incursion. Adequate preparation prior to an
emergency event is essential to ensure sufficient capacity, resources and legislative support for
conducting activities indicated in the contingency plans and operational manuals.

In view of this, the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH, founded as OIE) Sub-Regional
Representation for South-East Asia organized “Special Meeting of SEACFMD National Coordinators
focused on FMD Preparedness and Response” on 9 June 2022.

The objectives of the Special SEACFMD National Coordinators Meeting are:

to enhance preparedness of SEACFMD Members to prevent incursion and to develop
capabilities for early warning and response to mitigate impact of FMD outbreak.

Sharing of experience on:
o FMD Preparedness and Contingency Planning by FMD free countries;
o FMD outbreak investigation and response in the field by endemic countries;
o Response to FMD incursion in a free country.

Share available tools and resources to Members on FMD Preparedness and response.

Provide platform for technical discussion on FMD preparedness and response including the key
challenges faced by the Members.

The Special Meeting was attended by 84 participants from SEACFMD Member Countries (National
Coordinators, EpiNet / LabNet Focal Persons and other technical staff), non-SEACFMD Countries in the
Asia Pacific region; partner organisations such as FAO, ASEAN Secretariat, WOAH Reference
Laboratories, Donors, Academic Institutions and Vaccine Manufacturers and WOAH (Headquarters,
Regional Representation in Tokyo and Sub-Regional Representation in Bangkok).

Session |: Opening session

Dr Ronello Abila, Sub-Regional Representative for South-East Asia welcomed and thanked all the
participants from the SEACFMD and non SEACFMD Members, Partners (FAO, ASEAN Secretariat, WOAH
FMD Reference Laboratories, Vaccine Manufacturers, Academic Institutions), Donors and WOAH
colleagues for accepting the invitations in very short notice. He informed the participants about the
recent incursion for FMD in Indonesia which was free for past few decades; and owing to this it has
become very critical to organise this Special Meeting of the SEACFMD National Coordinators focused on
FMD Preparedness and Response instead of waiting for the regular National Coordinators Meeting
planned in August/ September 2022.



Session Il: Emergency Preparedness and Response — Experiences and lessons
learnt

Responses to FMD incursion in a previously-FMD-free country

Indonesia: The Directorate General of Livestock and Animal Health Services (DGLAHS), Indonesia
provided an update on the FMD situation and the response measures implemented by Indonesia.
Following the confirmed outbreak of FMD in East Java and Aceh Province, Indonesia submitted
immediate notification to WOAH through World Animal Health Information System (WAHIS) on 9 May
2022. As of 8 June, FMD cases were reported from 18 Provinces in 170 Districts. Serotype O/ME-SA/Ind-
2001e was involved in the Indonesia outbreak. Control measures implemented so far are based on three
principles (1) Prevent contact with virus source — movement control, surveillance, (2) Stop circulation of
FMD virus in the environment — disposal and decontamination, and (3) Protection of susceptible animals
—through vaccination. DGLAHS is currently trying to source quality and effective vaccines against the
circulating FMD virus strains in Indonesia. The first follow-up report was submitted on 23 June 2022
(Presentation available here).

Japan: Japan shared synopsis of their FMD response following its introduction in 2010 and the progressive
strategies implemented by them to eradicate FMD. Although it has been quite a while since the last
incursion of FMD in Japan, their experiences in how they responded to FMD incursion in 2010 and their
key strategies to eradicate and prevent re-introduction is useful for the FMD free countries and zones
(Presentation available here).

FMD preparedness and contingency planning - Australia

Australia with no history of FMD outbreak shared the highlights of their FMD Preparedness and
Response Policy. Australia invests considerable resources in FMD prevention, planning and
preparedness which are considered at Pre-border, Border and Post-border. Their response policy
focused on identification and diagnosis of suspected premises; preventing further spread;
valuation, destruction and disposal of livestock on infected premises; and assessing the
potential extend of infection. Dr Sally Thomson also shared Australia’s vaccination policies
(which will be considered from the day one of the outbreak) including vaccine bank (stored as
antigen) and their contracts with cold chain providers and equipment suppliers to mobilize
should an outbreak occur (Presentation available here).

FMD outbreak investigation and response in an endemic setting

Among the SEACFMD endemic countries, Malaysia and Thailand made brief presentations on FMD
outbreak investigation and response in the endemic setting where they shared their experiences
including the steps involved in carrying out the epidemiological investigation of FMD outbreaks and key
response measures implemented to control and prevent further spread. They also emphasized on the
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importance of sample collection and data gathering during FMD outbreaks, as the analysis of these
information provides direction in improving the FMD control measures progressively.

Role of Laboratory in FMD Preparedness and Response — Dr Donald King

Dr Donald King from the Pirbright Institute made a presentation on the ‘Roles of Laboratory for FMD
Preparedness and Response’. He highlighted on the importance of rapid confirmation of FMD outbreaks,
including identification of the serotypes and strains; pros and cons of available diagnostic tests; and on
the need of laboratory contingency plans for free countries and endemic countries to prepare their
response to FMD incursion and introduction of new FMD virus strains, respectively (Presentation
available here).

Session Ill: Plenary Session on enhancing FMD Preparedness and Response

Key elements of emergency Preparedness and Response Planning — Dr John
Weaver

Preceding the Plenary Session focused on “Enhancing FMD Preparedness and Response”, Dr John
Weaver made an introductory presentation on Key elements of Emergency Preparedness and Response
Planning which includes predict, prevention, early detection, rapid effective response and recovery. The
plenary discussion moderated by Dr Abila and Dr Weaver revolved around three key questions: (1) How
to identify possible risk of FMD incursion in a free area? (ii) How prepared is the surveillance system in
detecting suspected FMD case? and (iii) How prepared are the free countries to rapidly control FMD
outbreak should it occur.

Feedback from FMD free countries and zones

During the plenary session, participants from Malaysia reported that the Sabah and Sarawak in Malaysia
with FMD free zone without vaccination has the highest risk of FMD incursion since it is bordering with
Kalimantan Province in Indonesia which is affected by FMD. They shared their ongoing preparedness
activities including rapid detection and response should FMD be introduced, based on their FMD
Contingency Plan. They are also considering FMD vaccination in response to FMD outbreak and also
showed keen interest in carrying out FMD vaccination in high risk areas. Other free countries also
reported their preparedness plan to prevent incursion of FMD through import regulations such as
importing live animals and products only from FMD free countries and enhancing early warning through
rapid risk assessment and targeted surveillance.

Partners Presentation

Dr Karma Rinzin shared WOAH Technical Resources and Tools for responding to FMD incursion including
manuals and guidelines on outbreak investigation, vaccination and post vaccination guidelines, sample
collection, risk analysis, animal movement management, emergency preparedness, public-private
partnership; IEC materials on FMD recognition, FMD lesion aging, biosecurity, sampling, cleaning and
disinfection etc; FMD epidemiological information (SEACFMD Bulletins; Global and Regional FMD
situations over the years) and relevant sections of WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code and Terrestrial
Manual.
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Dr Paolo Motta from FAO-RAP made a brief presentation on FAO support in response to FMD incursion
in Indonesia. He informed the participants that FAQ is providing direct support to the Government of
Indonesia through coordinated and specialized centralized and decentralized programmes. FAO support
is provided/ planned in four key areas (i) Technical assistance on FMD emergency response/ technical
assistance and expert advice on disease control strategy options and implications; (ii) resource
mobilization to assist the delivery of emergency & risk-based control interventions, including
vaccination; and (iv) capacity building and workforce development for the animal health workforce at
central, laboratory and field levels

Session IV: Way Forward and closing

Dr Abila presented draft recommendations to the participants which will guide FMD free countries and
zones to take actions to prevent introduction and develop capabilities for early warning and early
reaction (Refer Annex 1). Dr Abila reiterated that, owing to the threat of FMD incursion in free countries
and zones and substantial impact of this disease, this will be further deliberated during the regular
National Coordinators Meeting later this year.

Dr Abila thanked all the speakers for their excellent presentations as well as participants for their active
participation and contribution during the meeting. Dr Abila closed the meeting by inviting everyone to
meet in person during the regular 25" SEACFMD National Coordinators Meeting in September 2022.


https://rr-asia.woah.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/fao-fmd-support-indonesia_seacfmd-9_june_2022.pdf
https://rr-asia.woah.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/fao-fmd-support-indonesia_seacfmd-9_june_2022.pdf

Annexes

Annex 1: Recommendations of the Special Meeting of SEACFMD National
Coordinators

Considering

e the substantial impacts of FMD on livelihoods and food security, particularly among smallholders,
and potential implication on trade;

e the recent incursion of FMD in Indonesia, and threat of its spread to other free countries and
zones;

e the needs for FMD free countries and countries with free zones to make an effort to prevent
introduction and develop capabilities for early warning and response to mitigate impact of FMD
outbreak;

e the importance of regional coordination for the effective prevention and control of FMD and
other TADs;

The Special Meeting of SEACFMD National Coordinators focused on FMD Preparedness and Response
held virtually on 9 July 2022 made the following recommendations to guide free countries and zones to
prevent introduction and develop capabilities for early warning and early reaction:

For member countries to:

e Enhance FMD Preparedness

o Review Legislative framework, Contingency Plan and Operational Manual, Surveillance
System, HR Capacity, Laboratory diagnostic capacity, Financing and relevant policies.

e Enhance early warning

o Conduct Rapid risk assessment to assess possible entry of FMDV, identify high risk areas
and value chain of FMD susceptible animals and animal products.

o Conduct targeted surveillance in high risk areas.

o Initiate/Activate epidemiological intelligence system to trace any suspected FMD cases
including rumours.

e Enhance rapid detection

o Conduct refresher course for Veterinarians and Veterinary-paraprofessionals (VPP) on
FMD recognition to increase awareness and knowledge of field staff on detection and
reporting of FMD.

o Create awareness to animal owners on FMD recognition and reporting.

o Conduct targeted surveillance and monitoring (inspection) in high risk areas

o Develop laboratory diagnostic capacity including sample collection and transport.
e Enhance rapid response

o Evaluate and test contingency plans and Operational Manuals.

o Mobilise funds and resources for the FMD preparedness and response.
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o Review and improve Incident Command System — whole of system approach

o Develop emergency vaccination plan and mechanism for easy access of quality vaccine.

For WOAH (SRR-SEA):

e to support member countries with the available tools and resources to enhance FMD
Preparedness and Response;

e toorganize 25" SEACFMD National Coordinators Meeting physically to adjust the SEACFMD
Roadmap activities and enhance FMD Preparedness and Response.

e Inthe side-line of the NC Meeting, organize a coordination meeting among the free countries
and neighbouring infected countries (from SEACFMD and non SEACFMD countries) to
strengthen coordination and early warning.

e to expedite the ongoing digitalization of the FMD communication materials (targeting
veterinary services, farmers and traders) and make it available to the Members



Annex 2: Agenda of the Special Meeting of the SEACFMD National
Coordinators focused on FMD Preparedness and Response

Duration/
[Start Time]

Topic

Responsibility

Opening and context

10 Minutes
[14.00]

e Welcome note
e Context and objective of the meeting

Ronel

Emergency Preparedness and Response — Experiences and lessons learnt

60 Minutes e Response to FMD incursion in a free country Indonesia/ Japan
[14.10] e FMD Preparedness and Contingency Planning Australia
. N . Malaysia / Thail
e FMD Outbreak investigation and response in an alaysia / Thailand
endemic setting
e Role of Laboratory in FMD preparedness and Id i
response Dr Donald King
Q & A Session
15.10 TEA BREAK

Plenary Session on enhancing FMD Preparedness and Response

60 Minutes | e Introductory presentation - Key elements of Emergency John Weaver
[15.20] Preparedness and Response Planning - Rapid detection
(early warning) and Rapid response (early reaction)
) ) ) ) ) Moderated by WOAH
- Enhancing Preparedness - How to identify possible risk of
) o and Expert
FMD incursion in a free area?
- Enhancing Rapid detection (early warning) — How
prepared is your surveillance system in detecting
suspected FMD case?
- Enhancing Rapid Response (early response) — How
prepared is your country to rapidly control FMD outbreak
should it occur? “whole of Govt approach”?
e Partners support - SEACFMD campaign, FAO EMC-AH,
Donors, Reference Laboratories
V. Way Forward and closing
10 Minutes | ¢ Recommendations of the meeting Ronel
[16.20] e Closing of the meeting
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