27 August 2021 (Day 1): Questions and Answers
Q: Is the mentioned OIE is standard OIE, not the advanced one?
A: Correct, the standards D1Cs apply to graduates, the Advanced competencies (except in outline) apply to vets in the VS.
Q: The Day 1- Competencies focus on the veterinary service for public goods, do we need to consider the private goods or other essential elements in order to mobilize Vet among ASEAN countries.
A: Yes, I think so. That is why I think that the OIE D1C are the part of the accreditation that represents a minimum for the livestock and infectious disease control; but additional minima are needed to cover other aspects of veterinary activity, especially in non-livestock species
Q: How is regulation of the practice performed in vet professionals with lifetime license?
A: Very difficult to do so, except through formal disciplinary processes. Annual re-licensing can, for example, take into account recency of practice, completion of continuing education requirements etc. Gives the VSB a lot more effective control....
Important to note that registration and license to practice are not necessarily the same. Registration is based upon qualifications, but license to practice can be based upon fitness to practice. As such, registration can be lifetime, but license can be annual/multi year.
Q: Veterinary School in ASEAN region are approved by which organization?
A: Meanwhile, they are approved by their relevant national authorities.
Q: Please share your suggestion for a vet school to be able to get day-1 competences under COVID-19 crisis that most of schools are on-line teaching (in Thailand)
A: The most important thing is that the VEE can show that its students/graduates have met its program LOs and D1Cs.... can it meet its stated outcomes. In Australia, we have managed the lockdowns through (I) alternative teaching methods, (ii) extending the duration of the program (especially the final year) (iii) rigorous assessment of clinical competency. In Thailand, the Registration Exam provides additional reassurance to the VSB that students have met standards. The important point is that students meet competency by graduation, and that that takes whatever time is needed (i.e. move beyond rigid academic year timetables)….
In the Philippines, we are applying for approval by the government through CHED for limited F2F (face-to-face) classes in veterinary clinics/clinical internship, surgery and thesis and this is justified by the accompanying hands-on competencies and skills to develop.
Other things that Australian schools did was (I) have 'boot camps' of very intensive practical instruction after the end of lockdown, (ii) identifying material that didn't need to be taught face to face (e.g. tutorials, case rounds etc.) (iii)  Skill labs became very highly used. And, like the Philippines, dispensations were sought to keep the VTH clinics open and for students to be able to work in those clinics
Q: In order to meet the VEE accreditation standards, is it possible for assistance from AVSBN or established VSB to the developed ones? In Indonesia previously the Independent Accreditation Board provide an assistance to the Veterinary School who will submit for national accreditation.
A: Yes, the OIE VSB twinning scheme would probably provide for this. Also, an aim of the VCT twinning program was to enable it to work alongside other ASEAN VSBs, either by themselves, or with input from an outside body (e.g. AVBC)
Q: How long it will take time for the whole accreditation process for a VEE?
A: Accreditation site visits typically last one week, with quite a lot of prior evaluation of documents by the visit team. In terms of preparing a VSB for doing this, AVBC runs site visitor training courses on a periodic basis. The main benefit that AVBC has (VCT does the same) is that it has a permanent committee responsible for accreditation, who are the guardians of the relevant knowledge and processes for the accreditation of VEES
Q: How about the program outcomes which is usually the basis of the curriculum? Where is this included?
A: There are outcomes within the program that describe the knowledge, skills, behaviours and competencies that graduates achieve. There are also outcomes that are 'beyond' the curriculum... namely, how well do graduates perform in the workplace?... and are the latter data used to inform development/change within the program?
Q: May I ask some questions that relate to VCT presentation? How many percentages of DVM students pass to be the VSB members? Is it possible for DVMs to work on animal health if they fail the exam? Are there any English version for VSB examination? 
A: Concerning the percentage of DVM students passing the national examination, it depends on the Faculties. However, the passing percentage ranged from less than 50% to 95% at the first examination. The DVM students could take the first national examination when they have finished their 5th year study of the 6-year DVM program, and have fulfilled all required courses of those 5 years. The national examination divides into 2 major parts; Part I comprises the principle, general, basic veterinary knowledge, and Part II comprised the integrated veterinary knowledge. The students must pass both Part I and Part II, then, we would say that "they pass the exam". If they fail either of the Parts or both Parts, then "they fail the exam". For those students who fail either of the parts, they can keep the results of the Part that they pass for 3 years, and can re-test only the failing part. The VCT allows them to take re-examination of the failing part for the maximum of 6 times (including the first examination). If they cannot pass during the 3-year examination (6 times), the score of the passing Part will be expired after 3 years. In this case, they have to test again both Part I and Part II. 
In general, the VCT organizes the nation examination twice a year. Meaning, the students have 3 opportunities to take the national examination before they graduate (the end of 5th year, the middle of 6th year, and the end of 6th year). They can take examinations after they graduate until they pass both Part I and Part II.
If they could not pass the national examination, they are not able to apply for being the VCT membership and for the veterinary licensure. Of course, they can work on animal health sector, but not as a licensed veterinarian. They are totally prohibited by law to work as a veterinarian.
At the moment, the VCT examination is only conducted in Thai, not in English. 
Q: How about VCT accreditation to accommodate the AUN QA criteria?
A: The criteria of ANU QA might be partly related to the VCT accreditation standards. However, the process of accreditation of veterinary education establishments by the VCT has somewhat different mechanism from the ANU QA process.
In Thailand, we are now in the process of discussion whether the VCT (or other Thai Professional Councils, such as The Medical Council of Thailand, The Dental Council of Thailand, etc.) accreditation could accommodate the ANU QA criteria or the Thailand Qualification Framework for Higher Education, in order that the process of accreditation could be effective without any repetitive working.
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