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Rabies situation and progress updates 

from the South Asian countries 

since June 2019

SAARC Rabies Webinar series:

“Updates and progress in the SAARC region towards elimination 

of dog-mediated human rabies by 2030” – 18 to 20 May 2020
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Outline of the presentation 

➢ Background and introduction

➢ Rabies situation in human and animal health sectors

➢ Legislation, National Strategic Plans and Funding

➢ Diagnostic capacities, MDV and PEP in human

➢ One Health or Multi-sectoral Coordination Mechanisms (MCM) 

in responding to rabies or other zoonoses

➢ Key Challenges and possible solutions  
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Introduction and background 

➢ The presentation covers collation and analysis of the country 
reports shared by six of the eight SAARC MS from both the sectors. 

➢ The response rate is good 6/8 (Maldives is rabies free anyway)

➢ Afghanistan (only animal health), Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, 
Pakistan & Sri Lanka

➢ Limited data/information available from human health

➢ Data collected from countries through a questionnaire

➢ Focal points nominated by OIE delegates and contacted Public health 
relevant officials through WHO SEARO support and earlier contact 
details available

➢ Collation, analyses and presentation done by OIE on behalf of 
tripartite and the MSs to save time and also to have a vivid overall 
picture across the countries

➢ The data/information covers the period 2019-2020
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Rabies situation in animals in 2019

➢ Nepal- data for only first half of 2019

➢ In all countries except Pakistan the 
outbreaks/cases in animals are lab 
confirmed. In Pakistan it is clinically 
diagnosed.

➢ Bangladesh (fox) and Sri Lanka (jackal, 
mongoose, squirrel) reported rabies in the 
wild animals
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Rabies situation in human

➢Many countries donot have records of 
human rabies

➢Bhutan has no human rabies since 2013 
except one case in 2016

➢Pakistan – no record is available but some 
studies indicate ~ 3000 cases per year 

➢Of the countries reporting human cases only 
Sri Lanka is performing lab diagnosis
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Legislation and regulations on rabies control/eradication 1/2
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Legislation and regulations on rabies control/eradication 2/2 
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National action/strategic plans for rabies control/elimination

Bhutan
Bhutan and 

Afghanistan
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Funding for rabies control/elimination programme(s) 
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➢ All 6 countries reported they have diagnostic capacities for animal 
rabies diagnosis 

Diagnostic facilities and capabilities for rabies diagnosis

➢ Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka reported 

they have lab facilities for human rabies 

diagnosis 

➢ In Bhutan - when required human rabies 

diagnostics is done at animal health lab
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▪ MDV was carried out in 5 of the 6 
reporting countries

▪ Afghanistan- Kabul province, partially in 

Kapisa, Badkhshan

▪ Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka –
Nationally in identified provinces/Divisions

▪ Bhutan – primarily in rabies endemic 

districts and high risk areas in Southern 
districts

Mass Dog Vaccination (MDV) Programme
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▪ Only Bangladesh reported producing 
human anti-rabies vaccine locally 

Post and pre-exposure anti-rabies prophylaxis in human
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➢ All the 6 countries reported they have some form of 
One Health or MCM in place in responding to rabies 
or other zoonoses

➢ It is mostly in the form of Committees. Some may be 
adhoc or some entrusted to just one Institute as in 
Pakistan

➢ In Bangladesh and Bhutan they have  One Health 
Secretariat

One Health or Multi-sectoral Collaboration Mechanism (MCM)
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Country Governance structure
Approving authority 
and legal instrument Funding source

? Govt of Nepal; 
Development Partners will be 

approached 

Government with small 
support from WHO, FAO 

and OIE

• Govt Executive Order.

• Bhutan One Health Strategic Plan by 
119th Cabinet Meeting held Nov 2016

• National One Health Technical 
Committee by  IMCOH - June 2019

One Health Secretariat – IMCOH, National One 
Health Technical Committee comprising of 

officials from human, animal health and other 
relevant sectors

Government – by Leading 
Ministry + donors

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
approved One Health Secretariat in 14 

June, 2016. 

• BOHS at Dept of Health Services headed by DGs of 
Health Services, DoLS & Forest Dept

• 1. Interministrial Steering Committee on Health at 
Ministry level

• 2. Technical Advisory Group at DG level

• 3.Coordination committee for one health Secretariat at 
Director level

Established in National Institute of Health, 
Pakistan under MoNHSR&C

OH Steering Committee and a Technical 
Committee with members of Human Health and 
Animal Health Sectors – Chair rotates annually 

Bangladesh 

Nepal

Pakistan
Government – under Field Epi 

and Disease Surveillance 
Division of NIH

Bhutan

NA

• Council of Ministers, Govt of Nepal- 30 
Dec 2019

• Instituted under One Health Strategy 
2019 

Afghanistan Zoonotic Disease Committee lead by MoH and 
MAIL alternating six monthly

Government core and 
ordinary budget & donors

• H.E Executive premier  and signed by 
all involved Ministers

Governance and funding structure of One Health/Multi-sectoral Coordination Mechanisms

Sri Lanka National steering committee for IHR Government & WHO
• Ministry of Health,  August 2016

• National Action Plan for Health Security 
of Sri Lanka: 2019 - 2023
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Key challenges

Key challenges and solutions are more from the animal health sectors
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Suggested solutions
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12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France 

www.oie.int

media@oie.int  - oie@oie.int 

Thank you for your attention

Pasang Tshering

Consultant, OIE RRAP

p.shering@oie.int
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