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Equine animals on DG SANTE Website

https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/live_animals/equine_en



Legislation on Movement of Equidae

• Council Directive 2009/156/EC on animal health conditions 
governing the movement and importation from third 
countries of equidae
OJ L 192, 23.7.2010, p. 1

• Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/659 of 12 
April 2018 on the conditions for the entry into the Union of 
live equidae and of semen, ova and embryos of equidae
OJ L 110, 30.4.2018, p. 1
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Definitions
• Holding:

• an agricultural or training establishment, a stable or, generally speaking, any premises or
facilities in which equidae are habitually kept or bred, for whatever use (Directive

2009/156/EC)

• nature reserves in which equidae live in freedom (Directive 92/35/EEC)

• Equidae:

• wild or domesticated animals of the equidae family (horses, donkeys, zebras) or the

offspring of crossings of those species

• AHS free country/zone:

• notifiablity > 2 years
• no evidence 2 years, no vaccination 12 months
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Dispatch of equidae from areas not free of AHS

• Vector free period

• Absence of clinical symptom of AHS

• Testing (serology/ PCR) - Annex IV to Directive 2009/156/EC

• Vector protected quarantine > 40d

• Vaccination >60 d prior to movement

• Controlled movement
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EU import policy with regard to AHS

• Import policy (Regulation (EU) 2018/659)

• 54 countries listed for importation
• 15 countries in Group E (history of AHS)
• 1 country in Group F (country not free of AHS, but free 

zone)

• 3 countries regionalised for AHS (EG, SA, ZA)
• 12/1 countries Group E/F  - imports only of registered 

horses 
• E=country with a history of AHS

• F= free region in a country with AHS
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Certificate as tool to react to AHS outbreaks
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AHS Thailand

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020R0485&from=EN



• Listed countries in the neighbourhood of Thailand: 

• Malaysia ( peninsula) 

• Singapore

• Requirements for Sanitary Group G continue to apply

• Guarantees for AHS are based on: 

• AHS is notifiable disease

• Immediate movement restrictions in case of  outbreak

• OIE-obligations (surveillance)
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Consequences for neighbouring countries
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AHS conditions for entry from E-Countries
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AHS conditions for entry from F-Countries
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Specific rules applicable to the regionalisation
of South Africa for AHS

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32008D0698
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