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Who we are

Our history

We have been at the forefront of controlling animal diseases for over 100 years. 
Since 1924, we have focused on monitoring and disseminating knowledge about 
animal diseases, as well as on how to use scientific data to limit the negative 
effects of animal diseases on society.

Creation of the 
Office International 
des Épizooties

1924
First international 
standards adopted

1968

1945
Creation of the
United Nations

2022
New logo and
acronym adopted

2011
Declaration of
Rinderpest 
eradication

Adoption of new formal 
name as the World 
Organisation for Animal

2003

5

1995
Recognition of  
WOAH international 
standards by the 
World Trade 
Organization
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7

122 listed diseases
Domestic animals

and wildlife

1 Emerging
diseases

183 Members

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-diseases/

91 terra

31 aqua
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Reporting LISTED Diseases

Facilitates reporting, promotes the use of data

https://wahis.woah.org

User-friendly, intuitive, 
time-efficient

High resolution dynamic 
mapping

Open access to WAHIS 
data
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Epidemic intelligence definition

Epidemic Intelligence conducted at WOAH is defined as the
cycle of organised and standardised collection, analysis
and interpretation of information from multiple sources
(official and non-official) to detect, verify and investigate
potential animal health risks in a timely manner in
accordance with WOAH’s mandate when relevant. This
work is systematic or conducted on an ad hoc basis
depending on the source of information. Epidemic
Intelligence includes risk monitoring and risk assessment
and is conducted with the objective of allowing for prompt
and effective risk management and communication,
whilst fostering multisectoral collaboration and taking
into account a One Health approach.



EI components: activities and deliverables  

Risk monitoring 

Risk assessment

Risk management 

Risk communication
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Clarifying terminology

Foresight

Epidemic intelligence

Horizon scanning

Forecasting





EI components: some key points 

Immature data 
integration stage -

siloed systems

Several information 
not captured in 

database

Data collected is not 
used to its maximum 

capacity

EI data routinely 
collected not stored 
in a consistent and 
harmonised way



EIOS – key figures

Daily screening of the web for all 
listed and emerging diseases

Just over 15,000 sources

500 disease categories

15 languages

100,000 – 150,000 news/year

Communication between WOAH 
and its Members

EIOS fosters a global public health intelligence collaboration, uniting stakeholders and leveraging
open-source data for early detection and response to public health threats under a One Health,
all-hazards approach. WHO leads this multi-stakeholder initiative under its Health Emergencies
Programme. As a global collaboration, the EIOS initiative is governed by a Coordination Group
with representatives from various organisations; WOAH is one of the organisations.



WOAH Epidemic 
intelligence outputs



Outputs – Active search activity  

• EIOS system main source for animal 
health scanning from unofficial 
sources

• Daily screening

• Around 200 animal disease 
categories since 2017

• Around 120,000 signals / year

• Communication between WOAH and 
its Members for verification



Outputs – Epidemic intelligence, analysis, horizon scanning



IMS Report 

Data integration

Rstudio
Integrate information 

and produce report

AI use: 
-Summary of news from 

different sources
-News title translation 

Official data and other 
sources

PROVNA data

Media scanning (EIOS)

National reports

Epidemic intelligence in action – data integration from several sources



Outputs – GLEWS+ https://www.glews.net/
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Strengthen WOAH’s early 
warning systems in Asia and 
the Pacific region 



Project background

One of WOAH 's missions: to ensure
transparency of the animal disease
situation worldwide.

To meet this objective, WOAH collects
official notifications of animal diseases
from its Members and disseminates the
information to the international
community.

Title: Supporting early threat warning project for WOAH 7th Strategic Plan funded
by the Australian Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF).

Aim: to promote transparency in disease reporting and sharing.

Objective: to strengthen WOAH’s early warning systems in Asia-Pacific region 
through epidemic intelligence-gathering, active search activity (‘rumour tracking’), 
and information sharing.

Target participants: WOAH Members and territories in Asia-Pacific.

Components:
1. Intelligence gathering - gap analysis summary report, consultancy survey
2. Asia-Pacific weekly rumour tracking
3. Development & implementation of a strategy – i.e., information sharing



APR-NOV 2023
Establishment of 

Asia-Pacific Active 
Search Team

DEC 2023
AST-Asia-Pacific 

weekly EIOS 
digest 

established 
(internal distribution) 

DEC 2022
Gap analysis 

report

NOV 2024
Consultancy study on 

barriers to disease 
notification 

APR 2024
Initiating the Asia-

Pacific active 
search summary 

report (monthly internal 
distribution) 

JAN 2027 – Dec 2030
Phase 2 of the Epidemic 
Intelligence Asia-Pacific 

(WOAH 8th SP)

SEP 2025
Initiating the animal health 

epidemic intelligence report 
Asia-Pacific (quarterly external 

distribution) 

MAR 2026 
Video: What lies behind 
the reluctance to notify 

diseases

NOV 2025
Article: What’s preventing 

from reporting animal 
diseases in Asia-Pacific?

DEC 2024 –
Delivered at various 
online and in-person 

events

Development of the epidemic intelligence initiative in the WOAH Asia-Pacific

AUG & SEP 2026 
Epidemic intelligence 

webinars (1 & 2)



Expansion to Asia- Pacific 

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/strengthening-early-threat-warning-in-the-region/
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