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What is WOAH?
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Our focus:

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION

TRANSPARENCY

Management of animal 

health information

CAPACITIES

Capacity building for animal 

health professionals

GLOBAL INITIATIVES

Development of global strategies 

and in country support to roll-out

STANDARDS

Development of international 
standards and the monitoring of 
their implementation

Our Mission:

To improve animal health

globally, thereby ensuring a 

better future for all.

Animal health is 

everyoneôs health.

The World Organisation

for Animal Health

is the globalauthority  on animal 
health.
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Our main 

working areas

Disease 
prevention 

and
control

Animal welfare

International 
trade

Food safety 
& food 
security

One HealthAntimicrobial 
Resistance

Sustainable 
animal 

production
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Our global 

presence
We work with 183 countries and territories , and have 

1 Head Quarters and 13 Regional and subregional representations

Buenos 

Aires

Regional and subregional representations

Panama City

Abu Dhabi

Beirut

Nairobi

Brussels

Moscow

Astana

Tunis

Bangkok

Tokyo

Gaborone

Paris 

(HQ)
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World Assembly of Delegates
Highest authority τ Delegates of all Members

Council
President, Vice-President, Past President + 6 Delegates

Director General
Dr Emmanuelle Soubeyran

Governance Review Committee
Reviews technical, financial, legal & institutional 

governance

Specialist Commissions
Terrestrial, Aquatic, Biological, Scientific

Regional Commissions
Africa, Americas, Europe, Asia-Pacific, 

Middle East

Regional Representations
13 regional and subregional offices 

worldwide

Headquarters
Paris τ implements Assembly resolutions

Ad hoc Groups
Examine specific scientific issues

Working Groups
Continually review field developments

Collaborating Centres
Expertise on designated topics

Reference Laboratories
Expertise on named diseases

Ad hoc Groups
Examine specific scientific issues

Working Groups
Continually review field developments

Collaborating Centres
Expertise on designated topics

Reference Laboratories
Expertise on named diseases

Technical & Scientific Network

Structure & 

Governance
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Focal Points for Wildlife
A national-level role, nominated by the Delegate, connecting country wildlife networks to WOAH

WHERE IT SITS

World Assembly of Delegates
Highest authority - all Members

Focal Point - Wildlife
Nominated by, and acts under, the Delegate

One of 8 thematic Focal Points nominated by the Delegate:

Animal Disease Notification · Aquatic Animals · Animal 

Production Food Safety · Animal Welfare · Communication · 

Veterinary Laboratories · Veterinary Products · Wildlife

ROLE & RESPONSIBILITIES

1 Build/coordinate the national wildlife expert network
Establish a network of wildlife experts, or liaise with the existing one, in the territory.

2 Liaise with the Competent Authority for wildlife
Maintain dialogue and facilitate cooperation where responsibility is shared across authorities.

3 Support wildlife disease reporting via WAHIS
Immediate notifications, follow-up & six-monthly reports, and annual questionnaires τ under the 
Delegate's authority.

4 Act as WOAH's in-country contact point on wildlife
Liaises with WOAH's Animal Health Information Dept. and Scientific & Technical Dept.

5 Run domestic consultation on draft standards
Reviews Working Group on Wildlife Diseases & Scientific Commission reports; consults national 
experts on draft Code text.

6 Prepare comments for the Delegate
Reflects the national/regional view on new or revised WOAH standards & guidelines related to wildlife.

Delegate
Chief Veterinary Officer (typically)
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Our actions Our work helps create a healthier world.

We ensure
the safe trade 

of animals and

animal products 

across the world 

with our World 

Trade Organization 

recognised 

standards, 

recommendations 

and guidelines

We collect
disease 

information from 

all our Members 

and make it 

publicly available 

through our World 

Animal  Health 

Information 

System  (WAHIS)

and WildEpi

We lead
global efforts to 

control animal 

diseases. In 

2011, we succeeded

in eradicating 

rinderpest. It is only 

the second disease 

to achieve 

this disctinction 

after smallpox.
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Reporting wildlife disease data 
WAHIS and WildEpi are distinct, not overlapping, complementary systems

WAHIS
World Animal Health Information System

ωOfficial system for reporting oflisted diseases 

only, per the Terrestrial and Aquatic Codes

Å Data entered only by Delegates and Focal 

Points only

Å Published data is the official record, validated 

by the country's Veterinary Services

Å Once publised, the data is publically available

WildEpi
Wildlife health information sharing system

ωComplements WAHIS τ covers non-listed 

wildlife health events

Å Open to wildlife and One Health stakeholders

Å Voluntary participation, secured by single 

sign-on. Non-official reporting system

Å Data visible to the community of users, not 

the general public(for now)

Å Serve different purposes, e.g. rapid risk 

assessment
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Wildlife Health Strategy 2026-2030



WOAH Wildlife Health 
Framework 2021 -2025

Increased contact between humans, 
wildlife and livestock, 

+

negative impacts on biodiversity from 
unsustainable human activities 

the emergence of diseases which may 
threaten human and animal health

Problem

Solutions
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From framework to strategy :

ÅTransversal One Health approach

ÅWildlife welfare  embedded in wildlife health

ÅStrengthening operational delivery  

(focus on practical mechanisms at regional level)

ÅResource mobilisation  strategy to ensure 

sustainability

ÅPartnership enhancement

ÅEnhancing data systems,  reporting incentives 

(e.g. WildEpi)

ÅAlignment with the WOAH 8th Strategic Plan
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Wildlife health activities
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some wildlife heath activities and initiatives

WOAH

International Alliance 
Against Health Risks in 

Wildlife Trade

WOAH-CITES regional 
webinar series
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International Alliance Against Health 

Risks in Wildlife trade
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A global network of over 180 organisations and 

500+ experts working to prevent and reduce 

the risks of zoonotic spillovers

 along wildlife trade chain.

https://alliance-health-wildlife.org/ 

https://alliance-health-wildlife.org/
https://alliance-health-wildlife.org/
https://alliance-health-wildlife.org/
https://alliance-health-wildlife.org/
https://alliance-health-wildlife.org/


21Introduction to WOAH and its activities in safeguarding wildlife health August 2026

What the Alliance does

Knowledge sharing & 
generation

Capacity building

Funding pilot projects Awareness-raising

International science-
policy implementation

(enhancing & influencing 

policies)

Advisory support 
services

(Governments)

Focus on primary prevention  of zoonotic spillover risks
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WOAH-CITES Webinar series
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Dates and time:

Middle East: 23 September, 10:00ï12:00 CET

Americas: 28 September, 16:00ï18:00 CET

Europe: 7 October, 10:00ï12:00 CET

Africa: 12 November, 10:00ï12:00 CET

Asia -Pacific: Mid-March 2027. TBC later this year

Upcoming Regional 
Webinar Series 

Objectives: 

1. Present mandates and provisions of CITES 

and WOAH and their intersections

2. Raise awareness on veterinary certificatio n 

(safety of the international wild animal trade) and 

CITES permitting (for animal diagnostic 

samples)

3. Understand roles and responsibilities of 

stakeholders  involved in wild animal trade

4. Encourage collaboration between CITES 

Management & Scientific Authorities + from 

Veterinary Services or Wildlife Authorities 

5. Enhance coordination and communication


