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FAO moves to avert wider livestock crisis as new foot-and-mouth disease serotype threat reaches Asia
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FAQ ALERTS COUNTRIES IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC TO
ENHANCE PREPAREDNESS FOR FOOT-AND-MOUTH
DISEASE SAT1

15 April 2028

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAD) is
warning countries across Asia and the Pacific 3bout the increased risk
of foot:and-mouth disease (FMD} virus serotype SAT, following recent
reports of SAT1 detection in China and growing concerns over ts possible
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Key facts:

ic range.
These developments follow the progressive expansion of FMD virus
serotype SATL during 2025-2026 outside sub-Saharan Africa, with
confirmed outbreaks reported in parts of Europe, the Near East, North

0 ssued a regional alert in response
to the detection of FMD virus serotype SATL. in Iraq, including cases in
cattle and water buffaloes, as well as Bahrain, which detected infected
livestock during import quarantine. A second alert followed in November
12025 as the epidemic expanded to Azerbaijan, Egypt, Kuwait and Turkiye.
Bath alerts highiighted the high risk posed by the introduction of the

serotype into regions with largely naive livestock populations 17/06/2026
and called for heightened surveillance, biesecurity and preparedness
measures. Since then, the virus has continued to spread at an alarming Contact
rate In different directions with outbreaks confirmed in Cyprus, Greece, Bangkok - Official notifications in China and Mongolia, in April and May 2026 respectively, has confirmed the
Israel, Lebanon, Palestine, and recently in China.** FAQ also published a 3 x
. . i ' rapid tsk assessment on the further spread of FMD virus serotype SATL. spread of a new foot-and-mouth disease virus (FMDV) serotype in East Asia. South and Southeast Asia are on * Tiy Chung, Regional
Rapld r[Sk aSS@SSment: fOOt—aﬂd—mOuth d|Sease (FM D) VIirus Serotype SAT1 high alert, as the new virus presents a new challenge as susceptible livestock populations in both regions have COF"”’“"'“"'-"“?
no immunity to it. Vaccines commonly used for foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) prevention and control in the Officer, FAO Regional Office
;E\:’a's‘uwu‘dsi':l‘ohﬁhl shuation b raminn ara nat fit ta tacbla tha nau caratima bnamm ~c AN CAT1 for Asia and the Pacific

circulating in East Af
included in some vaccines.

= 1 June 2026: mobilized resources
through a TCP to provide emergency
preparedness support to help countries
in South and Southeast Asia

= Dec 2025 and Feb 2026: Rapid risk assessment:
foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) virus serotype SAT1
covering Africa; Central, South and Western Asia

= Under publication:

FMD SAT1 Asia and Pacific
Economic Impact Assessment
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Available emergency support through FAO

v Support with supplies for preparedness and response activities (Laboratory
and diagnostic supplies, PPE, disinfectants, etc.)

v Technical advice and assistance on risk assessment and emergency
preparedness

v Technical consultations and dialogue on strategic and policy options for
FMD response and control options

v" Deployment of FMD subject matter experts' missions at national levels to
support emergency response and control actions

v Multiple capacity building and workforce development (including multiple
open access online FMD related courses through the FAO Virtual Learning
Center)
v’ Collaboration and engagement with key international and regional
partners, including platforms to fosters multi-stakeholder coordination,
information sharing and harmonization of actions

v Resource mobilization to assist regional cooperation and control efforts
and strengthening preparedness



https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/admin/tool/custompage/view.php?id=25
https://virtual-learning-center.fao.org/admin/tool/custompage/view.php?id=25

Technical Cooperation Project (June 2026-June 2027)

Preparedness for emerging FMD virus serotype SAT1 in South and Southeast Asia

Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Philippines, Pakistan, Thailand, Viet Nam

* Earlier detection: strengthening surveillance and early warning
systems assess risk pathways for introduction

» Upcoming virtual training session on 24 June 2026 on the use of the Risk
Monitoring Tool to identify the most likely routes and sources for the
introduction of FMDV SAT1 and inform immediate planning of risk-
mitigation measures

* Rapid diagnosis: laboratory diagnostic and viral characterization
capacity for rapid and accurate identification of new FMD strains

* Timely response: rapid implementation of disease control measures
tailored to the new viral serotype
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