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ABOUT THIS VOLUME 

The World Organisation for Animal Health 	WOAH
 is committed to strengthening gender 
eRuality, disability and social inclusion 	G&DSI
 within the veterinary sector. Our recent 
work in Asia and the 1acific has shown that, while there is a growing number of Rualified 
women and diverse professionals in the sector, many still face barriers shaped by 
longstanding norms, insufficient adKustments and uneRual opportunities.  

As noted in regional studies conducted by WOAH in Asia-1acific, gender stereotypes 
innuence perceptions within the veterinary sector, and the absence of reasonable 
accommodations reinforces the eYclusion of persons with disabilities. These findings 
highlight the need for continued awareness and action across institutions, training 
systems, and professional communities.  

To foster this change, WOAH has eYpanded its G&DSI initiatives, including awareness 
raising events and partnerships with veterinary associations and networks in Asia and 
the 1acific region, in particular the 'ederation of Asian 7eterinary Associations 	'A7A
, the 
Asian Association of 7eterinary Schools 	AA7S
 and the International 7eterinary Students� 
Association 	I7SA
. The Comics Competition 1romoting G&DSI in the 7eterinary Sector, 
organised between December 202� and +anuary 2026, invited veterinary students and 
professionals to renect creatively on what an inclusive profession looks like.  

The competition aimed to celebrate storytelling, artistic talent, veterinary commitment 
and G&DSI values, and to inspire dialogue through accessible and engaging narratives. 
Among the winning submissions, the comic presented here captures the imagination, 
concerns, and aspirations of veterinarians in different parts of the Asia and the 1acific 
region. The story reminds us that inclusion is not only a policy goal�it is a shared cultural 
commitment that strengthens the profession and the communities it serves. While we 
could not award all participants with pri[es, we appreciated all entries and will be sharing 
additional comic stories of note on our website 	see QR code on the cover inner page
.  

We eYtend our heartfelt congratulations to the winners of this competition, and thank all 
participants for adding their voices to this important conversation. This comic enriches 
WOAH�s ongoing efforts to promote a veterinary sector where everyone can thrive, 
advancing our mission to improve animal health and welfare globally and ensure a better 
future for all. 

Dr Tomoko Ishibashi 
WOAH Regional 
Representative for Asia and 
the Pacific 

Dr Naree Ketusing 
WOAH Sub-Regional 
Representative for South-East Asia 

Dr Naree Ketusing 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Virginia Shih Chun Wang 

My name is Virginia. Long ago, I was a girl who dreamed of dancing with 

giants (cows), but a mentor told me the barn door was too heavy for my 

hands-simply because I was a woman. That day, the shadow of 

rejection felt larger than any cow. To prove my worth, I turned away and 

wandered through the whispers of distant forests and the exotic cries 

of wild souls, searching for a place where I belonged. I even tried the 

quiet corridors of small clinics, yet my heart remained restless, always 

drifting back to the scent of hay and the rhythmic breath of the herd. I 

took the longest route just to realize that my strength was never 

missing; it was waiting for me here. Today, I am proud to be a large 

animal veterinarian, guarding the health of the giants and the purity of 

their milk. I have finally come home, and I am holding the door wide 

open for the next girl to walk in. 

I hope my story serves as a gentle reminder: that the strength of a 

veterinarian is measured not by the weight we can lift, but by the 

compassion we carry in our hearts. 

Comic description: The Giants and the Open Door 

Overview 'The Giants and the Open Door" is a visual memoir of Virginia, 

a veterinarian whose journey was defined by a spirit that refused to 

surrender. It explores the emotional landscape of being told one is "too 

small" for a dream, and the eventual realization that true strength is 

found in the connection between a healer and a life-no matter its size. 

(Note: Subtle references to WOAH and FAVA are integrated within the 

artwork to celebrate the global and regional support for female 

veterinary professionals in the dairy industry.) 
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