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ABOUT THIS VOLUME

The World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) is committed to strengthening gender
equality, disability and social inclusion (GEDSI) within the veterinary sector. Our recent
work in Asia and the Pacific has shown that, while there is a growing number of qualified
women and diverse professionals in the sector, many still face barriers shaped by
longstanding norms, insufficient adjustments and unequal opportunities.

As noted in regional studies conducted by WOAH in Asia-Pacific, gender stereotypes
influence perceptions within the veterinary sector, and the absence of reasonable
accommodations reinforces the exclusion of persons with disabilities. These findings
highlight the need for continued awareness and action across institutions, training
systems, and professional communities.

To foster this change, WOAH has expanded its GEDSI initiatives, including awareness
raising events and partnerships with veterinary associations and networks in Asia and
the Pacific region, in particular the Federation of Asian Veterinary Associations (FAVA), the
Asian Association of Veterinary Schools (AAVS) and the International Veterinary Students’
Association (IVSA). The Comics Competition Promoting GEDSI in the Veterinary Sector,
organised between December 2025 and January 2026, invited veterinary students and
professionals to reflect creatively on what an inclusive profession looks like.

The competition aimed to celebrate storytelling, artistic talent, veterinary commitment
and GEDSI values, and to inspire dialogue through accessible and engaging narratives.
Among the winning submissions, the comic presented here captures the imagination,
concerns, and aspirations of veterinarians in different parts of the Asia and the Pacific
region. The story reminds us that inclusion is not only a policy goal—it is a shared cultural
commitment that strengthens the profession and the communities it serves. While we
could not award all participants with prizes, we appreciated all entries and will be sharing
additional comic stories of note on our website (see QR code on the cover inner page).

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the winners of this competition, and thank all
participants for adding their voices to this important conversation. This comic enriches
WOAH’s ongoing efforts to promote a veterinary sector where everyone can thrive,
advancing our mission to improve animal health and welfare globally and ensure a better
future for all.
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Dr Tomoko Ishibashi Dr Naree Ketusing
WOAH Regional WOAH Sub-Regional
Representative for Asia and Representative for South-East Asia

the Pacific
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Dara Cut Rinjani

This comic presents the author’s personal experiences while pursuing
veterinary medical studies at Syiah Kuala University, Banda Aceh,
Indonesia. The story portrays dreams, struggles, and various challenges
encountered in efforts to conserve wildlife.

The author was born and raised in Tanah Rencong, Aceh, and grew up in
close harmony with nature, surrounded by rich biodiversity. However, over
time, the author has witnessed significant environmental changes in the
surrounding area.

Population growth and expansion have led to the continuous decline of
forests and natural habitats in Aceh. This situation often triggers conflicts
between humans and wildlife, such as herds of elephants entering
residential areas, as well as the increasing prevalence of illegal hunting. In
addition, public awareness of the risk of diseases transmitted by wild
animals remains relatively low.

One day, on the way home from campus, the author encountered a farmer
who was feeding a baby orangutan kept inside a cage. The author then
gathered the courage to engage in a dialogue and explain that orangutans
are not pets. Orangutans are protected wildlife species in Indonesia and
possess wild instincts, making them potential carriers of infectious
diseases.

Through this visual narrative, the author shares concerns regarding the lack
of public awareness about the risks of zoonotic diseases. One of the key
moments depicted is the dialogue between the author and the farmer
about the dangers of keeping an orangutan as a pet. This comic represents
the hope and dedication of a future veterinarian in realizing the One Health
principle to maintain ecological balance between humans, animals, and
the environment in Indonesia.
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