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ABOUT THIS VOLUME

The World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) is committed to strengthening gender
equality, disability and social inclusion (GEDSI) within the veterinary sector. Our recent
work in Asia and the Pacific has shown that, while there is a growing number of qualified
women and diverse professionals in the sector, many still face barriers shaped by
longstanding norms, insufficient adjustments and unequal opportunities.

As noted in regional studies conducted by WOAH in Asia-Pacific, gender stereotypes
influence perceptions within the veterinary sector, and the absence of reasonable
accommodations reinforces the exclusion of persons with disabilities. These findings
highlight the need for continued awareness and action across institutions, training
systems, and professional communities.

To foster this change, WOAH has expanded its GEDSI initiatives, including awareness
raising events and partnerships with veterinary associations and networks in Asia and
the Pacific region, in particular the Federation of Asian Veterinary Associations (FAVA), the
Asian Association of Veterinary Schools (AAVS) and the International Veterinary Students’
Association (IVSA). The Comics Competition Promoting GEDSI in the Veterinary Sector,
organised between December 2025 and January 2026, invited veterinary students and
professionals to reflect creatively on what an inclusive profession looks like.

The competition aimed to celebrate storytelling, artistic talent, veterinary commitment
and GEDSI values, and to inspire dialogue through accessible and engaging narratives.
Among the winning submissions, the comic presented here captures the imagination,
concerns, and aspirations of veterinarians in different parts of the Asia and the Pacific
region. The story reminds us that inclusion is not only a policy goal—it is a shared cultural
commitment that strengthens the profession and the communities it serves. While we
could not award all participants with prizes, we appreciated all entries and will be sharing
additional comic stories of note on our website (see QR code on the cover inner page).

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the winners of this competition, and thank all
participants for adding their voices to this important conversation. This comic enriches
WOAH’s ongoing efforts to promote a veterinary sector where everyone can thrive,
advancing our mission to improve animal health and welfare globally and ensure a better
future for all.
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Dr Tomoko Ishibashi Dr Naree Ketusing
WOAH Regional WOAH Sub-Regional
Representative for Asia and Representative for South-East Asia

the Pacific
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When I was young,

an elephant wandered into my village.

The villagers were frightened...
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But somehow, I could tell

— the elephant was even more afraid.
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From that moment on,
[ felt a deep urge to
understand animals
beyond fear.




A few years later
- High school -

T~
I want to be a veteringrian

because I want to
understand animals better.

I think they’re fascinating—
and they deserve to be
understood.

Are you certain? There are...

more suitable careers for a
girl.

With your grades, you could apply to so
many other majors.

Yes. I’m sure.
I studied hard to pursue my dreams
— not to choose what others think suits

~Alright then.
Good luck, kid.




Long story short, I was

accepted into veterinary school.

My parents were so proud.
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It felt like a huge step closer

to my dream.

we’ll always be here for

you. If you ever face any
difficulties, let us know.
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The day of departure finally
arrived.

My family came to see me off.
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And just like that — [ set off to chase my dream.
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University life was eye-opening...
and exciting!

INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY
STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION
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JOIN US NOwW!
@IVSA.GLOBAL
@IVSA_ASIAPACIFIC




Of course, there were tough times. Endless lectures. Endless things to study.
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But thankfully, I found an amazing group of friends.
[ was never truly alone.

Being with them gave me the strength to keep going
— no matter how hard it got.

Seeing my passion and commitment, one of my lecturers recommended me to volunteer at an
animal rescue and sanctuary.

Harmony Wildlife Sanctuary
Volunteer Acceptance Notice

Dear Ayla,
Ne are & i
;\e are gle.ssed to inform you that you haye been
ctepted as a Veterinary Vol
3 E unteer |
Harmony wildlife Sanctuary. e
Supervisor: Dr, Maya Rahman

That opportunity would
change everything.

For fur informati
helﬁt‘m'ther Information, please contact the number
v and refer to the attached documents

We look forward to working with you,
Harmony Wildlife Sanctuary




On my first day, I was introduced to the
veterinarians, the animal keepers,

and the animals who called the sanctuary
home.
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When we arrived, a massive whale had been stranded on the beach.
After a quick check, we realized — the whale was still alive.

They can be calm...
and deeply moving.

Working together, we guided the whale back into the sea.

Watching it swim away, I felt something new.
Animal encounters don't always have to be chaotic.
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That’s G great P :
what G mec‘ning‘r:ul fivst
day of volunteering.

N

h
li

I’ve always
dreamed of

Doctor.

It veally was...

Seeing the whale
return safely was
magnificent.

elping animals
ke this
just like you,

But sometimes, I wonder
if I can really do it.

There aren’t many

veterinarians where I come
from — especially women.

I understand that feeling. No one does this
work alone. Everyone brings something

different to the table. When each person does
their part well, animals are better protected.

=

Strength comes from unity.

Together,
we cahn protect
these animals.

\Are you in?

Since then, I realized —

I protecting animals was never a solitary journey.




The rest of my days at the animal rescue taught me many

things — about teamwork, and about the countless animals
who needed care.

And a vision began to take shape...

Great job!
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I can do it/

soking up!

Keep I !
That's the secret of life!

I studied harder
than ever.

Federation of Asian Veterinary Associations (FAVA)

One Health
nternational Forum

One Health Approach to Raise
Wildlife Protection Awareness

orted by World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH)

Before [ knew it

I graduated — as the first veterinarian
in my village!

[ came back with
[friends who shared
the same dream.

Together, we opened a small
animal clinic in the village.

Animal Clinic




At first,

the villagers doubted us.

But we kept going.

We answered every call —
no matter the weather, the
time, the distance, or the
animal.

Slowly, trust began to grow.

More calls came in.
More animals received care.

And worked hand in hand with
conservation groups.

A\RENE?

that spread from animals te humans

Prevention starts with you:
v Hygiene

v Animal health

v Safe handling

Together, we stay&/

We partnered with other institutions
to run regular education sessions.

A few years later,

our small elinie had grown into an animal sanctuary.

That day, the village dathered to celebrate — even
those who once doubted us.
Looking around, I had never felt prouder.




One day,
there was a special call.

An elephant — again.
Just like many years ago.
But this time,

everyone remained calm.

We moved quickly—
coordinating, communicating,
and soon found its mother nearby.
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It’s such G beautiful scene!
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As [ watched them reunite, a
wave of déja vu washed over me.

How did you do that?
I want to be like you!

We didn’t do it alone.
We did it together.
And you can do it too.

Really?
But I'm just V¥
a girl...

Don’t be silly.

With hard work and
perseverance,

you can be anything.
Gender doesn’t matter.

I'LL TRY
MY BEST!

There’s another call.
want to join us?

Then let’s go!

The journey continues.
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To: harmonywildlifesanctuary@email.com
Talk Show Invitation

Dear Dr. Maya Rahman,

| hope you've been doingd well. You won't pelieve this —a baby elephant wandered into @
sugarcane field today. Thankfully, with teamwork and calm coordination, We reunited it with
its mother.

I'm writing to share some exciting News. Next month, our team will be featured in @ talk show
titled: “Anima in All Shapes and Sizes — SO Do the People Who Protect Them.” The

forum s supported by WOAH, FAVA, AAVS, and IVSA promoting Gender Equality, Disability,

and Social Inclusion (GEDSI) in the veterinary sector.

I've attached an invitation for you = it would mean sO much to have you there.
Looking forward to seeing you again.

With gratitude,
E]

Anim '
als come in all shapes and sizes —

so do the people who protect them. “




ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Chau Yu An

| am a veterinary student from Universitas Airlangga, Indonesia. | completed my Bachelor’s
degree in Veterinary Medicine in 2025 and am currently undertaking clinical training toward the
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM).

| grew up in a family that loves animals, where empathy toward living beings was nurtured from
an early age. Although | did not come from a veterinary background, this environment shaped
my interest in animal health and human-animal coexistence. As a woman pursuing veterinary
medicine, | have encountered both support and gender-based assumptions, experiences that
strengthened my resilience and commitment to this profession.

Initially, | believed that being a veterinarian meant working mainly with animals. Through
participating in various events during university, | learned that veterinary practice is equally
about working with people. Effective animal health depends on communication and
collaboration with fellow veterinarians, animal owners, and professionals across sectors.

As | continue developing my clinical skills, | aspire to contribute to a veterinary profession that is
inclusive, collaborative, and socially responsive. Together with my interest in drawing, these
experiences motivate me to use creative media to advocate for Gender Equality, Disability, and
Social Inclusion (GEDSI) within the veterinary sector. After all, if veterinarians care for animals of
all shapes and sizes, we should also embrace people from diverse backgrounds.

Comic description: "Different Strengths, One Purpose"

This comic tells the story of a young girl from the Asia-Pacific region who dreams of becoming a
veterinarian. Her journey begins with a childhood encounter with an elephant, an animal often
perceived as powerful and intimidating, yet deeply sensitive. The initial fear and tension between
the villagers and the elephant reflect a lack of understanding, setting up the central conflict of the
story.

Despite facing skepticism from her community, shaped by gender norms that frame veterinary
work as “too difficult” for women, she persists in pursuing her education. During her veterinary
training and volunteer experience at an animal sanctuary, the protagonist encounters animals of
diverse forms, strengths, and vulnerabilities. Through close interaction with wildlife, fellow
veterinarians, and local communities, she learns that differences are not weaknesses, but
complementary strengths that require empathy, communication, and cooperation.

Upon returning to her village as its first permanent veterinarian, she works collaboratively with
herteam, community members, and conservation partners. Over time, trust is built, perceptions
shift, and inclusive veterinary care becomes a shared responsibility. Years later, another
elephant enters the village, this time met with calm, coordination, and collective action. This
contrasting outcome symbolizes how mutual understanding and collaboration can transform
fear into coexistence.

NSIIINGEEUgTY 210111 Y il Y UnitrglgYIGE 1S Y O HHII2UHEHEIGII0EGEY 1Y 1] E ?EfisigéRUl61l
20glIR0c1 1 IHY isetglcHEURG iU TIE2 GicURINC 1 0lgYIHY 13461 Y 2n6leU T Hge UTRUNAIGI Y Gildl
hY SR HHIACAENTY 2UTHHEEUS 1210l 8130mk2000va i YGGY 1a2 Uty Al GIHAC U TH2GG Y 10N Gl
HqY11RY Uri2 TIHHsR6SIGTYacn Y UbalCildUgY RONEl Y 2UninRlis 6 YITY 2HgHEI Y s UIG Yol skl
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