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ABOUT THIS VOLUME

The World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) is committed to strengthening gender
equality, disability and social inclusion (GEDSI) within the veterinary sector. Our recent
work in Asia and the Pacific has shown that, while there is a growing number of qualified
women and diverse professionals in the sector, many still face barriers shaped by
longstanding norms, insufficient adjustments and unequal opportunities.

As noted in regional studies conducted by WOAH in Asia-Pacific, gender stereotypes
influence perceptions within the veterinary sector, and the absence of reasonable
accommodations reinforces the exclusion of persons with disabilities. These findings
highlight the need for continued awareness and action across institutions, training
systems, and professional communities.

To foster this change, WOAH has expanded its GEDSI initiatives, including awareness
raising events and partnerships with veterinary associations and networks in Asia and
the Pacific region, in particular the Federation of Asian Veterinary Associations (FAVA), the
Asian Association of Veterinary Schools (AAVS) and the International Veterinary Students’
Association (IVSA). The Comics Competition Promoting GEDSI in the Veterinary Sector,
organised between December 2025 and January 2026, invited veterinary students and
professionals to reflect creatively on what an inclusive profession looks like.

The competition aimed to celebrate storytelling, artistic talent, veterinary commitment
and GEDSI values, and to inspire dialogue through accessible and engaging narratives.
Among the winning submissions, the comic presented here captures the imagination,
concerns, and aspirations of veterinarians in different parts of the Asia and the Pacific
region. The story reminds us that inclusion is not only a policy goal—it is a shared cultural
commitment that strengthens the profession and the communities it serves. While we
could not award all participants with prizes, we appreciated all entries and will be sharing
additional comic stories of note on our website (see QR code on the cover inner page).

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the winners of this competition, and thank all
participants for adding their voices to this important conversation. This comic enriches
WOAH’s ongoing efforts to promote a veterinary sector where everyone can thrive,
advancing our mission to improve animal health and welfare globally and ensure a better
future for all.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Zara Nadhirah binti Shuhairi

Zara Nadhirah binti Shuhairi is a junior veterinarian from Malaysia
who created this comic based on her own experiences during
veterinary training. She lives with a hand injury that is not visibly
apparent but affects movement in her index finger, particularly
during fine motor tasks such as surgery.

Navigating a rather invisible injury challenged her confidence and
raised fears about her ability to meet professional expectations.
With the support of a supportive school environment, mentors, and
friends, she was able to continue pursuing her goal of becoming a
veterinarian.

Through this comic, she hopes to raise awareness about Gender
Equality, Disability, and Social Inclusion (GEDSI) and the
importance of recognizing invisible challenges in the veterinary
profession.

Comic description

Set in the demanding world of veterinary education and clinical
practice, this comic explores the often unseen challenges faced by
individuals striving to belong in a high-pressure medical profession.
Through the journey of a veterinary student navigating personal
barriers and institutional expectations, the story highlights the
importance of Gender Equality, Disability, and Social Inclusion
(GEDSI), emphasizing resilience, adaptation, and the role of
inclusive support in redefining what capability and professionalism
truly mean in the veterinary field.
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