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ABOUT THIS VOLUME 

The World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) is committed to strengthening gender 
equality, disability and social inclusion (GEDSI) within the veterinary sector. Our recent 
work in Asia and the Pacific has shown that, while there is a growing number of qualified 
women and diverse professionals in the sector, many still face barriers shaped by 
longstanding norms, insufficient adjustments and unequal opportunities.  

As noted in regional studies conducted by WOAH in Asia-Pacific, gender stereotypes 
influence perceptions within the veterinary sector, and the absence of reasonable 
accommodations reinforces the exclusion of persons with disabilities. These findings 
highlight the need for continued awareness and action across institutions, training 
systems, and professional communities.  

To foster this change, WOAH has expanded its GEDSI initiatives, including awareness 
raising events and partnerships with veterinary associations and networks in Asia and 
the Pacific region, in particular the Federation of Asian Veterinary Associations (FAVA), the 
Asian Association of Veterinary Schools (AAVS) and the International Veterinary Students’ 
Association (IVSA). The Comics Competition Promoting GEDSI in the Veterinary Sector, 
organised between December 2025 and January 2026, invited veterinary students and 
professionals to reflect creatively on what an inclusive profession looks like.  

The competition aimed to celebrate storytelling, artistic talent, veterinary commitment 
and GEDSI values, and to inspire dialogue through accessible and engaging narratives. 
Among the winning submissions, the comic presented here captures the imagination, 
concerns, and aspirations of veterinarians in different parts of the Asia and the Pacific 
region. The story reminds us that inclusion is not only a policy goal—it is a shared cultural 
commitment that strengthens the profession and the communities it serves. While we 
could not award all participants with prizes, we appreciated all entries and will be sharing 
additional comic stories of note on our website (see QR code on the cover inner page).  

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the winners of this competition, and thank all 
participants for adding their voices to this important conversation. This comic enriches 
WOAH’s ongoing efforts to promote a veterinary sector where everyone can thrive, 
advancing our mission to improve animal health and welfare globally and ensure a better 
future for all. 

Dr Tomoko Ishibashi 
WOAH Regional 
Representative for Asia and 
the Pacific 

Dr Naree Ketusing 
WOAH Sub-Regional 
Representative for South-East Asia 























stepped b ack knowing 

1 built something greater 
them myself. -��- :. 
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One day, that cou ld be us ... community is healthier, 
wealthier, self-sustaining--

success outlives the leader. -s
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G. Karthikeyan

I am G. Karthikeyan, currently working as an Assistant Professor 
(Veterinary Sciences) at the SRM College of Agricultural Sciences, SRM 
Institute of Science and Technology, Tamil Nadu, India. I have 
completed my M. Tech in Poultry Technology from Tamil Nadu 
Veterinary and Animal Sciences University. I also have one year of 
industrial experience as a Technical Assistant at Suguna Foods and 
prior academic experience as an Assistant Professor at JKK Muniraja 
College of Agricultural Sciences.

Brief concept of the comic 

The comic is set in a rural village and narrates the journey of a widow 
mother who faces severe economic uncertainty while raising her single 
daughter. Her simple aspiration is to rear a cow, sell milk and sustain 
her family. However, due to a lack of scientific livestock management 
practices, her livelihood remains unstable.

Observing these challenges, her daughter aspires to bring change and 
chooses to pursue a Bachelor’s degree in Veterinary Sciences, despite 
prevailing male stigma in the livestock sector within rural communities.

During her journey, she encounters significant difficulties in 
implementing scientific veterinary practices at the grassroots level due 
to limited authority and systemic constraints.

To create sustainable impact, she prepares for and clears the Indian 
Civil Services Examination with Veterinary Science as her optional 
subject. Upon becoming a district-level Secretary, she initiates policy 
decisions to implement scientific livestock practices, leading to 
improved livelihoods for rural women. Her journey positions her as a 
role model, inspiring many young girls to pursue veterinary sciences 
and contribute to the growth of their communities.

The comic aims to highlight women empowerment, scientific livestock 
management and the transformative role of veterinary sciences in rural 
development.
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