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ABOUT THIS VOLUME 

The World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) is committed to strengthening gender 
equality, disability and social inclusion (GEDSI) within the veterinary sector. Our recent 
work in Asia and the Pacific has shown that, while there is a growing number of qualified 
women and diverse professionals in the sector, many still face barriers shaped by 
longstanding norms, insufficient adjustments and unequal opportunities.  

As noted in regional studies conducted by WOAH in Asia-Pacific, gender stereotypes 
influence perceptions within the veterinary sector, and the absence of reasonable 
accommodations reinforces the exclusion of persons with disabilities. These findings 
highlight the need for continued awareness and action across institutions, training 
systems, and professional communities.  

To foster this change, WOAH has expanded its GEDSI initiatives, including awareness 
raising events and partnerships with veterinary associations and networks in Asia and 
the Pacific region, in particular the Federation of Asian Veterinary Associations (FAVA), the 
Asian Association of Veterinary Schools (AAVS) and the International Veterinary Students’ 
Association (IVSA). The Comics Competition Promoting GEDSI in the Veterinary Sector, 
organised between December 2025 and January 2026, invited veterinary students and 
professionals to reflect creatively on what an inclusive profession looks like.  

The competition aimed to celebrate storytelling, artistic talent, veterinary commitment 
and GEDSI values, and to inspire dialogue through accessible and engaging narratives. 
Among the winning submissions, the comic presented here captures the imagination, 
concerns, and aspirations of veterinarians in different parts of the Asia and the Pacific 
region. The story reminds us that inclusion is not only a policy goal—it is a shared cultural 
commitment that strengthens the profession and the communities it serves. While we 
could not award all participants with prizes, we appreciated all entries and will be sharing 
additional comic stories of note on our website (see QR code on the cover inner page).  

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the winners of this competition, and thank all 
participants for adding their voices to this important conversation. This comic enriches 
WOAH’s ongoing efforts to promote a veterinary sector where everyone can thrive, 
advancing our mission to improve animal health and welfare globally and ensure a better 
future for all. 

Dr Tomoko Ishibashi 
WOAH Regional 
Representative for Asia and 
the Pacific 

Dr Naree Ketusing 
WOAH Sub-Regional 
Representative for South-East Asia 



This stor� follows Ma�a. a determined 9irl from nAral Pakistan. Her path from a small villa9e 
to becomin9 the President Of the World Or9aniz.ation fOr Animal Health (WOAH) proves 

that veterinarians are vital to 9lobal securit�. After facin9 and overcomin9 9ender bias 

durin9 her universit� �ears, she moves from helpin9 local animals to leadin9 9lobal health 

strate9ies. She proves that veterinar� medicine is a main pillar Of Public Health. 

As an Essential Healthcare Provider. Ma�a protects the fOOd suppl� from diseases like FMD 

and stops dead!� threats like Rabies and Anthrax. Her work shows that veterinarians are 

the first line Of defense a9ainst pandemics like COVID-19. She acts as a shield where animal 
and human health meet. 

Ma�a's leadership also tackles "silent pandemics" b� enforcin9 Rational Medicine Use (RMU) 

to stop Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR). B� creatin9 Official rules fOr GEDSI (Gender 

Equalit�. Disabilit�. and Social Inclusion), she makes sure the veterinar� field includes 

ever�one, includin9 mar9inaliz.ed and indi9enous people. Endin9 at the 2026 World Veterinar� 

Conference in Tok�o. Ma�a's stor� proves that an inclusive veterinar� team is the onl� wa� 

to keep our planet safe. 

Note: This stor� represents the real challen9es veterinarians face. It hi9hli9hts their role in 

protectin9 both animals and people, from treatin9 a sin9le animal to preventin9 9lobal disease 

outbreaks. 

About the Author= 
As a 4th-�ear Doctor Of Veterinar� Medicine (DVM) student at the Universit� Of 
Veterinar� and Animal Sciences, Lahore CJhan9 Campus), I wrote and illustrated this stor� 

to honor our shared journe�. This path ran9es from the hands-on care Of animals to the 
complex handlin9 Of patho9ens, and from local clinics to the heart Of 9lobal health. 

We are the 9uardians Of the pulse Of the planet. 

Abdullah 
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"In our field. E9uit� means ensuring the best minds 

have the right tools. regardless Of gender. True 

expertise is defined b� skill, not b� stereot�pes.11 



See Dr. Ma�a! 
This Strain follows the specific pattern and 

spread across World. This strain is the 
mutated form Of the Asia-1 strain. 

11 s,ddharth sees th�
patterns we miss. Th�s '�.
why we need every mmd. 



Meet! Dr. Tar 
from an in 

o ulation

'Global health needs ever� brain. lnchidin9 the disabled 
and overlooked people from lndigenol!s comml!nities 

aren'tjl!st a vall!e, thefre the veterinar� field's 
greatest scientific asset." 



"Vets are the comm1Anitf s shield. B� stopping dead I� 
threats like Rabies at the so1Arce, the� protect animal 

lives to ens1Are h1Aman safet�." 

Dr. Ma�a Explaining 
the p1Arpose Of 

Rabies Vaccine in 
rnral comm1Anit�. 



In the forests Of Asia, fOr Wild 

Disease OLttbreak 

"In the wild, the veterinarian is our first line Of defense. 
B� guarding wildlife health, the� �uild a shield that 
protects us all. keeping the pulse Of the forest and 

humanit� in safe harmon�." 
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fmtignal Ona MaaltP, t Ci:DSi Act: 

"The Council ratifies the landmark le9islation, mandatin9 Gender 
lnclusivit� and the strate9ic inte9ration Of lndi9enous experts ,.mder the 
GEDSI (Gender E�ualit�, Disabilit�, and Social Inclusion) Framework. This 
law ensures that our biosecurit� is led b� a workforce as diverse as the 

"Polic�-driven inclusion (GEDSI) ensures a diverse 
veterinar� workforce, which is essential fOr building 

trust and reaching underserved communities." 

world it protects." 



"Pr�iclant Dr. Maya Ali c11nwn� 
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The Silent Pan�en,ic 

(AMR i WASMl 
We can't over1tse Antibiotics, the� 
m1tst be taken after a prescription 

from a doctor/Veterinarian. 

lopment Of Water 

!ants from grant

stralia DFAT.

Commu.nities with improved 

water and behavioral change 

regarding Responsible 

Antimicrobial Usage (RMU) 

"Vets ensu.re Rational Medicine Use (RMU) to prevent Antimicrobial 

Resistance (AMR). B� prescribing the right dose, the� act as the final 
barrier protecting ou.r fOOd and medicine from u.ntreatable 'su.perbu.gs."' 
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lT0ky0 Z.OZ.bJ 

"True health iecuri'I)' reliluir� every wice. 

8y e111ic0werih5 w0111eh, ��able� ah� 

ih�iSIJhD� axicer�. we trahiKJrm the 

wft!rihary iectar lf-0111 a iileht iervice illfg a 

5l0bal Kirce Kir eliluali'I)' ah� iurvival." 
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