Online Coordination Meeting — WOAH National Focal Point for Aquatic Animal Health

Date: 18 December 2025
Participants: 29 participants from 19 Members in Asia and the Pacific (WOAH National Focal Points

for Aquatic Animal Health and relevant officers)

Overall Summary

Following discussions at the 34th Conference of the Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific,
this online meeting was held to strengthen aquatic animal disease reporting in the region.

The meeting proposed a new reporting approach for WOAH-listed aquatic animal diseases using the
WAHIS Early Warning Module (EWM).

Based on the results of the pre-meeting survey and interventions during the meeting, most Members
expressed strong interest in contributing to more frequent and detailed aquatic animal disease
reporting, while also sharing concerns regarding increased workload, human resource constraints,
and national coordination processes.

Practical experiences shared by Australia, together with a live demonstration by WOAH World Animal
Health Information and Analysis (WAHIAD) team, showed that the new reporting approach is
practical and efficient, and clarified the process for data entry into the WAHIS EWM.

In addition, access to WAHIS for Aquatic Animal Health Focal Points will be promoted, as this is
expected to facilitate more timely and efficient reporting through WAHIS.

Going forward, it was confirmed that the effectiveness of the implementation of the new reporting

approach will be reviewed on a regular basis.

New reporting approach (starting on 1 January 2026)
Members are requested to apply the new reporting approach for WOAH-listed aquatic animal
diseases, as outlined below.
€ Stable diseases
Current approach: reporting through the six-monthly report only.
New approach: Submit quarterly reports using the Early Warning Module (EWM), which will
be automatically reflected in the six-monthly report.
€ New outbreaks
Submit an Immediate Notification (IN) through the EWM, followed by weekly Follow-up
Reports (FURs) thereafter.
€ Absent diseases
Confirm the disease absence through the six-monthly report.

Non-WOAH-listed diseases: Quarterly reporting to NACA/WOAH via an online form.



Session key points

New Aquatic Animal Disease (AAD) Reporting

Hirofumi Kugita, Regional Representative for Asia and the Pacific

Jenny Hutchinson, Head of the World Animal Health Information and Analysis (WAHIAD)
Shohei Urushizaki, Regional Veterinary Officer

The background and rationale for strengthening aquatic animal disease reporting were presented,
including follow-up to discussions and decisions from the 34th Conference of the Regional
Commission for Asia and the Pacific. An overview of the history of aquatic animal disease reporting
within WOAH was provided, highlighting the evolution of reporting practices and tools. The current
status of aquatic animal disease reporting in the Asia—Pacific region was reviewed, showing variation

among Members in reporting frequency, scope, and practices.

A new reporting approach for WOAH-listed aquatic animal diseases, using the WAHIS Early Warning
Module (EWM), was presented and discussed, with an emphasis on improving timeliness, consistency,
and regional situational awareness. Based on the results of the pre-meeting survey, most Members
expressed strong interest in contributing to more frequent and detailed aquatic animal disease
reporting. Members noted that timely and accurate data support policy decision-making, facilitate
safe trade and movement of aquatic animals, support import risk analysis, and enable better tracking
of epidemic risks in neighbouring and regional Members, while also sharing concerns regarding

increased workload, human resource constraints, and national coordination processes.

It was explained that the proposed reporting approach for WOAH-listed aquatic animal diseases is
based on a mechanism already applied in a sub-region (South-East Asia) to selected priority terrestrial
animal diseases. Under this mechanism, stable endemic diseases are reported through the WAHIS

EWM using monthly follow-up reports.

The presentation also included an explanation of the value of direct access to WAHIS for Aquatic
Animal Health Focal Points in enabling more timely and consistent reporting, as well as an overview

of the process through which such access can be granted.

At the same time, a system is being developed for non-WOAH-listed diseases to be reported on a
quarterly basis to NACA (The Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific)/RRAP through an online
reporting form.

It was emphasised that clarifying these reporting approaches would help avoid duplicate reporting

of listed and non-listed diseases and support more efficient reporting.



Actual operation for the new AAD Reporting

NACA (Eduardo Leano)

NACA presented its approach to the collection and sharing of information on non-WOAH-listed
aquatic animal diseases in the Asia—Pacific region, using an online Google Form. It was highlighted
that reporting of non-listed diseases to NACA complements, and does not duplicate, reporting of
WOAH-listed diseases to WOAH through WAHIS. It was also noted that the reporting form for non-

WOAH-listed aquatic animal diseases will be circulated by NACA to Members once it is ready.

Australia (Yuko Hood, Aquatic Animal Health Focal Point)

Australia shared practical experience in reporting aquatic animal diseases using WAHIS from the
perspective of an Aquatic Animal Health Focal Point. The presentation addressed common
misunderstandings regarding reporting to WAHIS, demonstrating that endemic and stable diseases
can be reported with minimal information through six-monthly reports. It was also explained that
diseases that are not relevant or have never been reported require little or, in some cases, no
additional data entry, as information is automatically carried over where applicable. Immediate
notifications and follow-up reports were shown to be automatically integrated into six-monthly
reports, reducing the need for repeated data entry. Based on actual use of the system, the

presentation highlighted that the new reporting approach is operationally practical and efficient.

WOAH WAHIAD (Anastasija Popova)

The WAHIAD team provided a live demonstration of reporting aquatic animal diseases using the
WAHIS Early Warning Module (EWM). The demonstration covered the submission of Immediate
Notifications (INs) and subsequent Follow-up Reports (FURs), with key steps in data entry and report
submission explained to clarify the reporting workflow within WAHIS. It was also emphasised that,
where no new data are available or where there has been no change in the epidemiological situation,
Follow-up Reports can be submitted using the “No evolution” option. The session illustrated that the
new reporting approach is technically feasible, supporting Members in implementing the proposed
changes. It was also noted that Members can access WAHIS Support to request assistance as needed,

and that tutorial resources are available.

Other discussions

Challenges affecting engagement with QAAD reporting

It was noted that engagement with QAAD reporting appears to have declined over time, and
questions were raised as to whether the reasons for this decline are clearly understood. While no

definitive explanation was identified, changes in national reporting structures and/or duplication



between reporting to NACA and WOAH may have contributed to the decline in reporting. It was
further noted that the new reporting approach is expected to address these issues and facilitate

smoother reporting.

The meaning of a “stable event”

From a practical perspective, these were described as events that countries have chosen to report
only through six-monthly reports. Strictly speaking, stable events refer to situations in which
incidence, morbidity, mortality, geographical distribution, and affected hosts are not changing. It was
also noted that upcoming revisions to Chapter 1.1 of the Aquatic Animal Health Code are intended

to further clarify this definition.

Alignment of WAHIS occurrence codes

WAHIS occurrence codes are fully aligned with the Aquatic Animal Health Code and cannot be
changed quickly, as any revision would require a formal Code amendment process taking some time.
WAHIS distinguishes between “never reported” and “absent”. For both statuses, Members are
expected to demonstrate how absence is verified and how detection and notification would occur if

the disease were to emerge, through surveillance and reporting mechanisms.

Useful links
€ Meeting materials
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/events/online-coordination-meeting-focal-point-for-aquatic-

animal-health/
€ WAHIS support

Webpage
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/home

Contact
wahis-support@woah.org
€ WAHIS tutorials
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000047289
€ WAHIS documents
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/51000032789

Application form for granting Aquatic Animal Health Focal Points access to WAHIS.
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000049809-Focal-Points-Points-

focaux-Puntos-focales

€ The Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific (NACA)
https://enaca.org/about
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Time (in
Topic Speaker
Tokyo)
13:15 Open Zoom®room
13:30 - 13:35 | House-keeping Shohei Urushizaki
13:35-13:40 | Opening Hirofumi Kugita
New AAD Reporting
* History Hirofumi Kugita
13:40-14:10 e Current Aquatic Animal Disease Reporting in the [ Jenny Hutchison
Asia-Pacific Shohei Urushizaki
e Discussion and Proposal for new AAD Reporting
14:10-14:20 | Q &A Chyna S. Yong
Actual operation for the new AAD Reporting
e Presentation from NACA Eduard Leano
14:20 - 14:50 e Presentation from Aquatic Focal Point of Yuko Hood
Australia Anastasija Popova
e Presentation from WAHIAD
14:50-15:00 |Q &A Chyna S. Yong
15:00 Closing Jenny Hutchison




