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Pacific animal welfare webinar - dog population management

Background

Animal welfare is a complex and multi-faceted subject with scientific, ethical, economic,
cultural, social, religious and political dimensions. Perceptions and practices of animal welfare,
as well as the roles animals play in human society, vary significantly across regions and cultures.

The World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) has developed and published international
standards since 1968. Its Terrestrial Code Online Access - WOAH - World Organisation for
Animal Health) and the Aguatic Animal Codes and Manuals - WOAH - World Organisation for
Animal Health establish global benchmarks for animal health, welfare, and veterinary public
health. These standards guide WOAH Members and partners in preventing, detecting,
reporting, and controlling pathogenic agents in terrestrial animals, including zoonotic agents.
Dog Population Management (DPM) refers to a holistic approach that aims to improve the
welfare of dogs, reduce problems they may present and create harmonious co-existence with
people and their environment. DPM can support sustainable improvements to dog health and
welfare, public health and safety, and the environment.

At the regional level, WOAH Regional Animal Welfare Strategy (RAWS) for Asia and the Pacific
was established in 2008 (Animal Welfare - WOAH - Asia). RAWS for Asia and the Pacific provides
a regional framework for implementing WOAH animal welfare standards and improving animal
welfare through communication, education, regulation, and research and development.
Additionally, the WOAH Collaborating Centre on Animal Welfare Science and Bioethical Analysis
(the David Bayvel Consortium) offers technical support to regional Members.

Pacific Island countries and territories face unique challenges in managing dog populations due
to dispersed geography, limited veterinary workforce, resource constraints, and the cultural
significance of dogs in many communities. Free roaming and community owned dogs are
common across the region, and issues such as inadequate access to veterinary services, limited
regulatory frameworks, and varying levels of responsible ownership influence both animal
welfare and public health outcome.

This webinar focuses on sharing experiences and best practices for managing free range dog
populations. We will explore pathways to achieving the objectives of DPM, including, reducing
the number of free-roaming dogs, promoting responsible dog ownership and reducing the risks
to public health and safety.

Objectives
The objectives of the webinar are to -
1. Tofacilitate the sharing of experiences, successes, challenges and recommendations on
DPM among participants from the Pacific region and WOAH Partners.
2. To enhance awareness and understanding of the WOAH guiding principles for DPM.
3. To foster enhanced connection, collaboration, and networking among all participants.
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https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#ui-id-3
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/#ui-id-3
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/animal-welfare/
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Participants

1) Pacific Island countries and territories (e.g., non-WOAH Member of the Pacific Island
countries and territories)

2) WOAH Collaborating Centre on Animal Welfare Science and Bioethical Analysis (the
David Bayvel Consortium)

3) WOAH Delegates, and relevant WOAH Focal Points (i.e., Animal Welfare and
Communication) in Asia-Pacific

4) RAWS Advisory Group members and observers

5) WOAH partners and stakeholders

6) Relevant organisations that undertake DPM in the region

Speakers
1) Dr.Brooke Rankmore, Animal Management in Rural & Remote Indigenous Communities
2) Dr. Kinley Dorji, National Veterinary Hospital Motithang, Thimphu, Bhutan

3) Dr. Bryan Gartrell, Rocks Vets Niue

Venue
Online, Zoom

Date
Thursday, 12 March 2026

Time
11 AM (JST, Tokyo time)

Registration
Registration of all participants is mandatory, please register via the link: REGISTER HERE
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https://www.amrric.org/
https://givealittle.co.nz/org/helptheanimals
https://oie.zoom.us/meeting/register/non0wziwQHKFySs5hN5HMQ#/registration
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AGENDA

12 March 2026 Thursday
11 AM (Tokyo) / 2 PM (Fiji)
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Pacific animal welfare webinar: Dog population management

NOUNCEMENT

Pacific Animal Welfare Wﬂinar : Dog
Population Management

Time Title Speaker / Facilitator
1100 -1105 Housekeeping & group photo (57) WOAH RRAP
1105-1110 Welcoming remarks (5°) Dr. Emmerson Oreb
WOAH Collaborating
Centre
1110-1135 Animal Management in Rural and Remote Dr. Brooke Rankmore
Indigenous Communities (AMRRIC) — pilot study
on dog population management in Nauru (25’)
1135-1200 Case Study: Dog Population Management (25°) Dr. Kinley Dorji
WOAH Focal Point for
Animal Welfare of Bhutan
1200-1230 Mentimeter and discussion (30’) Collaborating Centre
1230 —-1255 Rock Vets Niue - practical perspective on
managing DPM in a remote island setting with Dr. Bryan Gartrell
limited resources (25’)
1255-1300 Closing remarks (57) Ms. Elenoa Salele
SPC

This webinar is a collaborative effort with the WOAH Regional and Sub-regional Representations for Asia-Pacific, Pacific Comm
(SPC), Pacific Heads of Veterinary and Animal Production Services (PHOVAPS) Network, WOAH Regional Animal Welfare Strate;
(RAWS) for Asia and the Pacific, and WOAH Collaborating Centre on Animal Welfare Science and Bioethical Analysis (the David
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amrric.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cesther.newman%40mpi.govt.nz%7C96f8b1f5d0e94d6164b408de589203c4%7Cc30d47c463694cf29dd679a0e0aa416d%7C0%7C0%7C639045581348865853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SBciGC7cmwHP%2BT8%2F0TKF9YUJ2M8TzJMDxKjuRotUdGs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amrric.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cesther.newman%40mpi.govt.nz%7C96f8b1f5d0e94d6164b408de589203c4%7Cc30d47c463694cf29dd679a0e0aa416d%7C0%7C0%7C639045581348865853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SBciGC7cmwHP%2BT8%2F0TKF9YUJ2M8TzJMDxKjuRotUdGs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/TheRockVets/

