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2Opening remarks

ÅMs Elenoa Salele ,

The Pacific Community (SPC)

ÅDr Jenny Hutchison, 

Head of WOAH Animal Health Information Department 

(WAHID)



Housekeeping & 

Introductions

Putrajaya, Malaysia, 02 Feb 2026



4Housekeeping

Health and Safety

Restrooms

Connecting to the Wi-Fi

We are here!

User name: MarriottBonvoy_Conference 
Password: woah5@wahis
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Data protection

Please note that during the training, the organisers will be taking photos which will 

be published on their website(s).

By appearing in the (group) photos, you give WOAH permission to capture, 

reproduce and communicate your image worldwide via its websites. 

If you do not agree to the terms of this photo rights release, you may refrain from 

appearing in the group photo.

Housekeeping



6

Phones on silent 

Be on time 

Engage actively 

Keep it short & Sharp

Ground Rules 

Housekeeping



7Objectives of todayõs session

1. Gain an understanding of WOAH: our mandate and how we work

2. Gain an overarching understanding of the activities of WAHID



8Introductions

BUT FIRST: who are you and why are you here?

Introduce yourselves and what you do in pairs

VWho are you?

VWhere do you come from? 

VWhat do you do?

After 2 minutes: introduce your partner to the group
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An introduction to WOAH



Who we are



11

Timeline

Creation of the  

Office International 

des Epizooties 

(OIE)

Creation of the United 

Nations (UN)

1924 19981945 2003

New common name:                

World Organisation 

for Animal Health

(OIE)

Our Worldwide Network

183
Members

1Headquarters 
in Paris, France75+

Official 
partners

300+
Reference Centres 
of Expertise

13
Regional and Sub-regional 
Representations

2004

Adoption of first animal 

welfare standards

The World Trade 

Organisation and OIE 

signed the SPS 

Agreement

2022

New common acronym:                

WOAH

Introduction to the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH)
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Improv ing animal health  and welfare 

globally , thereby ensuring a better future

for all.

We believe that animal health is essential

to our future.

Animal health is our health.

Itôseveryoneôshealth.

Ourmission
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Ourmain workingareas

Disease 
prevention 
and control

Animal welfare

International 
trade

Food safety 
& food 
security

One HealthAntimicrobial 
Resistance

Sustainable 
animal 

production
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Standard Setting 

and 

implementation

Develop standards, 

guidelines and 

recommendations

Observatory to 

analyse 

implementation 

WOAH standards

Recognition of animal 

health status

Coordinating 

global 

frameworks

Thematic 

Animal welfare, 

Aquatic Animal 

Health, Emergency 

Preparedness One 

Health, AMR, 

Biological Threat 

Reduction, 

wildlife health

Disease specific

ASF, FMD, PPR, 

rinderpest, rabies, 

zoonotic influenza, 

zoonotic TB, MERS-

CoV

Information 

Management 

Data governance

Data stewardship

Publications

Documentation

Animal Health 

Information WAHIS

Observatory

GBADS

ANIMUSE 

Capacity 

Building

PVS Pathway

Workforce 

development

Public-Private 

Partnerships

E-learning 

Training Platform

International 

collaboration

Communicate with 

and engaging 

stakeholders

Politicial and strategic 

advocacy

Building partnerships

Key actions up close

Our action areas

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/observatory/


158th Strategic Plan (in draft) ð 2026 onwards



Our governance 
structure
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Regional and Sub-Regional 

Representations

Headquarters
Collaborating Centres 

Reference Laboratories

The World Assembly of Delegates

Regional Commissions

Council

Director General

Ad hoc Groups 

Working Groups

Specialist Commissions

Authority relations

Functional relations

Governance structure



18Director General

Since 1 August 2024

ÅElected in May 2024 by the

World Assembly of Delegates.

Currently in her first term.

ÅResponsible for leading the

implementation of WOAH's 

Strategic Plan and supervising 

the activities of:

Headquarters, Regional 

and Sub-Regional 

Representations.
Dr Emmanuelle 

Soubeyran

5-year

Term



19WOAH Organisational Chart (proposed from 2026)

RR Middle East

SRR Arabian Gulf
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Paris
Brussels

Moscow
Astana

Tokyo

Bangkok

Abu Dhabi

BeirutTunis

Bamako

Gaborone

Buenos Aires

Panama

1
Headquarters

13
Regional and Sub-Regional
Representations

13 Regional and Sub-Regional Representations



21RR Asia-pacific

WAHIS contact points at Regional Representation Asia-Pacific



22SRR South-East Asia

Sub-Regional Representation for South-East Asia 
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54

32

53

12

32

No country offices: 

We work through and with Government 

Focal Points on specific 

subject matter

1. Animal welfare,

2. Aquatic animals

3. Wildlife

4. Animal disease notification

5. Vet products - AMR

6. Communication

7. Veterinary Laboratories

1 Delegate 

to WOAH per Member

1 Member ï one vote

7

Distribution of WOAH Members per region
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270 Reference laboratories for 108 diseases in 39 countries

World distribution of WOAH Reference laboratories

Reference Laboratories
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72 Collaborating Centres for 45 diseases in 32 countries

World distribution of WOAH Collaborating Centres

Collaborating Centre
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OFFICIAL STATUS RECOGNITION & SELF-

DECLARATION



27FREE FROM DISEASE? ð so what next?

OFFICIAL DISEASE STATUS 

RECOGNITION

SELF-DECLARATION 

PUBLICATION

ANY OTHER DISEASE OF 
TERRESTRIAL AND AQUATIC 

ANIMALS

ü SCIENCE BASED, DEMOCRATIC AND IMPARTIAL 

DECISION

ü LIST OF OFFICIALLY FREE MEMBERS ADOPTED 

BY THE WORLD ASSEMBLY

ü ANNUAL RECONFIRMATION PROCEDURE

ü SPECIFIC DEADLINES FOR THE SUBMISSION

ü DOCUMENTED STATEMENT; NOT ENDORSED BY WOAH

ü UNDER THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MEMBERôS DELEGATE

ü MEMBER CLAIMS FREEDOM

ü WOAH PUBLISHES THE COUNTRY CLAIM

ü NO DEADLINES FOR THE SUBMISSION

BSEFMD

APPLICATION FOR

CSFAHS PPR

CBPP



28Animalhealthin the Asia-Pacific and Pacific Island Community

Å Illegal trade of animals 

and animal products 

(ASF/LSD/FMD/PPR)

Å Wild bird incursions 

(HPAI)

Å Global warming (VBD)

Å Antimicrobial 

resistance

Å Food security and 

safety

Not WHAT IF

But WHEN??? ï terrestrial 

and aquatic disease threats
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Exercise

Discuss by table; identify one spokesperson per table to summarise after 15 minutes.

How can WOAH membership be used as a tool to increase trade opportunities 

and manage animal health and welfare for the region; further how has WOAH 

contributed to the advancement of animal health across the region?
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An introduction to the World Animal Health 

Information and Analysis Department (WAHID) 

and the World Animal Health Information 

System (WAHIS)
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To increase the quantity and quality of global official animal 
disease information

The World Animal Health Information Department (WAHID) is 
responsible for managing and disseminating critical information on 
animal diseases. Their primary focus is to collect, 
publish, monitor and provide access to disease information from 
official sources worldwide.

WAHID Mission statement



WAHIS and transparency: 

the role of timely reporting in 

maintaining trust

Slides courtesy of Dr Gregorie Bazimo & Dr Gloria Nassali Tamale, Animal health Information Officers
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World Animal Health Information System

ÅGlobal reference platform for the publication 

of official data on WOAH listed and 

emerging diseases in domestic and wild 

animals.

ÅData collected to improve our knowledge 

of animal health situation worldwide as  

well as transparency.

ÅTracking the evolution of diseases, then 

assists in trade and policy decisions, and 

informs research.

What is WAHIS?

https://wahis.woah.org

https://wahis.woah.org/
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OR

International 

spread and absent 

in at least one 

country

Terrestrial and Aquatic Animal Health Codes

Transmissible to 

humans with severe 

consequences

Important morbidity / 

mortality in domestic 

or wild animals

Available method 

for detection / 

diagnosis

case definition

ANDAND1 2 3

122 WOAH-listed diseases + 1 emerging diseases in 2026

Diseases and case definitions based on WOAH Standards



36

What is in WAHIS?

Reports  (Codes Art. 1.1.3)

ωrj

Analytics ( Dashboards)

1. Immediate notifications & 

weekly follow -up reports : 

exceptional events/alerts (detailed data)

2. Six-monthly reports : semestrial 

snapshot of all WOAH listed diseases 

over time (aggregated data)

3. Annual reports : annual snapshot 

on animal population & premises data

1. Disease situation

2. Quantitative data

3. Control measures

4. Animal population
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Field actors

Official national 

services

WAHIS
RUMOUR 

TRACKING
VERIFICATION

Animal Health 

Community
Countries

General 

Public

Improved 

Animal Health

Stronger Food 

Security

Better Public 

Health

Economic 

Growth

Lab confirmation

Facilitates
decision making

Enables risk 
management

Improves 
disease 

awareness

Safeguards 
international 

trade

Provides legal 
backing

Information flow of global animal disease data

How is accurate and timely reporting important? 



39How is accurate and timely reporting important?

ÅThe World Trade Organisation Agreement on the 

application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures 

defines rules for food safety and animal and plant 

health measures in international trade. 

ÅThe SPS Agreement recognises WOAH as the 

reference organisation for international standards 

concerning animal health and zoonoses.

ÅThe WOAH Terrestrial Code chapter 5.3 provides 

procedures relevant to the SPS Agreement of WTO.

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/sps_e/spsagr_e.htm
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Adapt disease prevention

and control policies

Adjust animal 

health priorities

Risk analysis

Preparedness , anticipation

Regional and global levels

How is accurate and timely reporting important?
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Discuss by table; identify one spokesperson by table to 

summarise to the group after 15 minutes.

Why is increasing official disease reporting in the Pacific 

Island Community important and what are the barriers 

faced?

Exercise
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https://wahis.woah.org

How to access WAHIS?

https://wahis.woah.org/#/home
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What can you find in the WAHIS public interface? 

1. Reports

2. Analytics 

https://wahis.woah.org

https://wahis.woah.org/#/home
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Early warning reports ð animal disease events module



46Six-monthly reports



47Annual reports


