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Learning 
objectives

Animal Disease Events



Learning objectives

• Understand the purpose and requirements for submitting an 

immediate notification, a follow-up report and a final report

• Be able to create, fill in and submit each of these reports (WAHIS 
Back Office)

• Be able to choose appropriately the reason for submitting an 

immediate notification

• Understand the concept of event

• Learn where to find useful information when reporting (WAHIS 

Support) 

• Learn how and what to report to understand other countries’ 

information available on the WAHIS Public Interface



Significant figures for the Asia-Pacific region 

Top 10 diseases reported in the event management module of WAHIS (up to Feb 2026)



Significant figures for the Asia-Pacific region



Information 
collected and 
displayed

Animal Disease Events



Voluntary reporting

WAHIS Analytics 

WAHIS ReportsMandatory reporting

Non-listed diseases 

in wild animals

Non-listed diseases

Listed diseases with hosts outside 

the case definition Article 1.1.5 submissions

Wildlife Reports

Animal Population data 

Stable listed diseases

Listed diseases

Emerging diseases

WOAH Wildlife Health 

dashboard

WOAH specific disease 

pages (e.g. HPAI page)

Article 1.1.5 Dashboard

Animal population

Surveillance and Control 

Measures

Quantitative data

Disease Situation

WAHIS data extraction (by 

request only)

Annual Reports

Six-monthly Reports 

Early Warning Reports

*

* Data transfer from Early Warning Reports to Six-Monthly Reports excludes data on emerging diseases.  

WOAH Reporting 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/wildlife-health/#ui-id-3
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/wildlife-health/#ui-id-3
https://www.woah.org/en/disease/avian-influenza/#ui-id-2
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/disease-data-collection/sharing-other-important-animal-health-information-with-woah/
https://wahis.woah.org/#/dashboards/animal-population-dashboard
https://wahis.woah.org/#/dashboards/control-measure-dashboard
https://wahis.woah.org/#/dashboards/control-measure-dashboard
https://wahis.woah.org/#/dashboards/qd-dashboard
https://wahis.woah.org/#/dashboards/country-or-disease-dashboard
https://wahis.woah.org/#/annual-report
https://wahis.woah.org/#/smr-management
https://wahis.woah.org/#/smr-management
https://wahis.woah.org/#/smr-management
https://wahis.woah.org/#/event-management


KEY DEFINITIONS : event / outbreak / case / report

Event

Single outbreak or group of epidemiologically 

related outbreaks of a given disease that is the 

subject of a notification. An event is specific to a 

pathogenic agent and strain and includes all 

related outbreaks reported from the immediate 

notification through to the final report.​

Outbreak

Occurrence of one or more cases in an 

epidemiological unit.​

Case 
Animal(s) (measured in heads or hives) infected or 

infested by a pathogenic agent, with or without 

clinical signs, including animals that died from the 

disease.

≠



KEY DEFINITIONS : Public Interface

https://wahis.woah.org/#/home

https://wahis.woah.org/#/event-management



The data is organised by EVENTS; status of an event is indicated by colored icons. Each event can be opened 
and reviewed 

Stable

On-going
Resolved

KEY DEFINITIONS : Back Office, Events Management 
   



KEY DEFINITIONS : Back Office, Event Information

This screen is Event scree (green). To see the details of the event, look in the Last report of the event.



KEY CONCEPT: Back Office, Report information 

Main information about the event is accessible in one screen, with a decomposition in functional blocks 

Event’s general information Source of infection and Control 
Measures

Outbreaks Diagnostics



KEY CONCEPT:  Back Office, Outbreak information 

Outbreak page is also organised by distinct editable sections

Outbreak’s general information

Species and Quantitative data

Diagnostic methods and 
Control Measures (if different 

from event)



Immediate 

notification

Follow-up 

report(s)

Final 

report

KEY DEFINITIONS : immediate notification, follow-up report(s) / final report

Early Warning notification process in WAHIS

24h 

after confirmation (listed 

disease)

Weekly 

(even without 

new info)

Closure
Data updated

All outbreaks resolved 

All measures 

implemented

Disease incidence 

or geographical 

spread contained -

/!\ Not « absent »

Reporting 

continues in six-

monthly reports

No additional 

updates needed
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Stable

Resolved

To add any new outbreak 

that may have occurred 

since the submission of the 

last report;

To update previously 

reported outbreak(s) 

(including closing them)



KEY CONCEPT: data verification process

The data verification and publication process at WOAH 
(Early Warning Team)

Member 

(country / 

territory)

WOAH 

Team

D
is

e
a

s
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 /
 

u
p

d
a
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Report 

submission

Early warning 

team verification 

process

Submission of a 

WAHIS Support 

Desk Ticket

Issue(s) raised through 

information.dept@woah.org +

Report put back in draft/ clarification

Modification

Publication + 

email alert

Issue raised 

by WOAH + 

exchange of 

information

Modification 

(when

necessary)

Modification



✓ Integrity of information provided as a whole (quantitative data, description, context)

✓ Consistency of the reported data with historical information 

✓ Consistency of the qualitative information within the report

✓ Consistency of the quantitative information within the report

Objectives of the early warning team verification process; checking the

KEY CONCEPT: data verification process

Consistency     Trust



New Concept 
ARAHIS



ARAHIS reporting for ASEAN countries

✓ ASEAN Regional Animal Health Information System (ARAHIS) decommissioned in the end of 2024

✓ WAHIS accommodates the needs of ARAHIS since 01/01/2025

✓ ASEAN countries report to WAHIS monthly for 7 priority diseases* if endemic in the country/territory

✓ Each Member has a stable event (marking constant presence/suspicion of the disease) + ongoing event(s), which 

is updated on a monthly basis. Those events are easily identified by a standardised epidemiological comment.

✓ Data is transferred automatically to the relevant six-monthly report (as any other reported event) and published 

on the WAHIS Public Interface

✓ Data is published as well on ARAHIS dashboard (published on the website for ACCAHZ (not in WAHIS)

* FMD, AI, CSF, Newcastle disease, rabies, ASF and LSD 



ARAHIS reporting for ASEAN countries

ASF CSF FMD HPAI LSD NDV Rabies

Brunei

Cambodia

Indonesia

Laos ○

Malaysia  ○ ○

Myanmar

Philippines ○ ○

Singapore

Thailand

Timor-Leste ○

Vietnam

Regular EW reporting 

Has stable event 

Stable event to submit

Has ARAHIS event

○ Has EW event



REPORTING

CONSULTING

Single portal reporting meeting 
the needs of ARAHIS and 
WOAH for the 7 important 
diseases*

A dedicated dashboard  to 
consult and analyse reported 
data.  

WAHIS 

ARAHIS 
DASHBOARD**

* FMD, AI, CSF, Newcastle disease, rabies, ASF and LSD 

* * Will be published on the website for ACCAHZ (not in WAHIS)

ARAHIS reporting for ASEAN countries



Align with ASEAN Disease Control Strategy
FMD HPAI ND CSF Rabies LSD ASF

AMS are required to report LSD outbreaks via 
WAHIS within 24 hours and share information 
regionally through ARAHIS.

ASF outbreaks must be reported via the ASEAN 
Regional Animal Health Information System (ARAHIS) 
and the World Animal Health Information System 
(WAHIS) within 24 hours of confirmation. 

Members are required to submit six-monthly and 
annual reports on ASF presence and evolution.

 



FMD- SEACFMD

ASF,LSD and HPAI 

Rabies –Under ARES Strategy 

*Data still undergoing validation and cleaning

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/our-mission/our-mission-regional-strategies/the-south-east-asia-and-china-foot-and-mouth-disease-seacfmd-campaign/


Video presentation: 
filling a report in 
the Animal Disease 
Events Module of 
WAHIS

Animal Disease Events

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=o5g9KTwRf8Y&embeds_referri

ng_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwahis

-

support.woah.org%2F&source_v

e_path=OTY3MTQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5g9KTwRf8Y&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwahis-support.woah.org%2F&source_ve_path=OTY3MTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5g9KTwRf8Y&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwahis-support.woah.org%2F&source_ve_path=OTY3MTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5g9KTwRf8Y&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwahis-support.woah.org%2F&source_ve_path=OTY3MTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5g9KTwRf8Y&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwahis-support.woah.org%2F&source_ve_path=OTY3MTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5g9KTwRf8Y&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwahis-support.woah.org%2F&source_ve_path=OTY3MTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5g9KTwRf8Y&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwahis-support.woah.org%2F&source_ve_path=OTY3MTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5g9KTwRf8Y&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwahis-support.woah.org%2F&source_ve_path=OTY3MTQ


Focus on 
important details 
of the animal 
disease event 
report

Animal Disease Events



Submitting a new immediate notification:

• Is not relevant if the notified outbreaks are epidemiologically related to existing outbreaks.

• Is mandatory if a disease declared as « stable » in a zone appears outside of that defined zone.

Focus on: Immediate notification report 



✓ first occurrence in the country

✓ first occurrence in a zone / compartment

✓ recurrence of an eradicated disease

✓ recurrence of an eradicated strain

✓ new strain in the country

✓ new strain in a zone

✓ unusual host species

✓ unexpected change or increase

✓ emerging disease

KEY DEFINITIONS : reasons for notification in the immediate notification

/!\ One choice only

/!\  The w arning message that may appear is not blocking



Focus on: Serotype/Subtype/Genotype  

Serotype/Subtype/Genotype

• Can be updated in a later submission on the condition to select ‘pending’ or ‘untyped/partially 
typed’. Otherwise, the WOAH team must update it manually.

• Can influence the choice of reason for notification.



Focus on: Control measures

Control measures for the killing of animals

• stamping out / selective killing and disposal / slaughter

• /!\ Stamping out and selective killing are mutually exclusive : 
select only one at event level

Control Measures can be speficic for individual outbreaks



Focus on: Quantitative data

Quantitative data

• must be provided at least in the « case » column, when closing an outbreak

• should not be provided in the « susceptible » column for animals affected in the wild

• should be consistent with 
the applicable control 
measures

/!\ Quantitative data should be updated but cannot be lowered by Members: please get in touch with the 

WOAH team through the WAHIS Support Desk to request a correction. The change may take a few days.



Updating information provided in EW reports

• In a follow-up report, only data connected with evolution of already

published data can be edited by a WAHIS user 

• All information that may be updated without intervention from WOAH 

is listed in a single procedure:

https://wahis-

support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000051265

Focus on: Updating published data 

https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000051265
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000051265
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000051265


Focus on: Closure of outbreaks

Closing outbreak(s)

• Outbreaks can be closed before closure of the event 

/!\ It is possible to close dozens of outbreaks at once

• End date of an event ≠ end date of an outbreak



KEY STEP: Closing an event

The end date of an event should be carefully chosen to:

✓ fall on or later than the end date of the last outbreak

✓ open trade after a disease event

✓ (re)gain official disease status of freedom

✓ make a self-declaration of freedom

✓ keep data consistency with six-monthly reports



KEY STEP: Closing an event

Closing as Resolved
• Data updated and consistent with control 

measures, to adequately reflect the situation

• All control measures are implemented

• All outbreaks are closed

• All diagnostic test results are updated

Closing as Stable
• Same recommendations + 

• A comment to specify the geographical level: 

country or zone. 

Should the disease appear outside of the zone, a 

new immediate notification is submitted.

/!\

Reporting continues in six-monthly reports

The disease cannot be notified as « absent »

/!\

Should the disease appear once more, a new 

immediate notification is submitted



Six-

monthly 

reports

WOAH-listed diseases

Monitoring 

module

Animal disease events 

module

• WOAH-listed diseases

• Emerging diseases 

Immediate 

notifications

Follow-up 

reports

Final reports

WOAH-listed diseases 

KEY CONCEPT: link between WAHIS modules

Annual 

reports

Animal population data

Annual 

module

Data 

transfer

/!\ Events should be updated regularly to insure correct data transfer to six-monthly reports



Resources

Animal Disease Events



WAHIS Support Desk:          https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/home

 



• Notification procedures (definitions, tips, etc):
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000051185 

• FAQ
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/51000029445

• Short video tutorials (<5 min /video)
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000047289 

Resources for notification in WAHIS

Select « immediate notifications »

https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000051185
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000051185
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000051185
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/51000029445
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/51000029445
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/51000029445
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000047289
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000047289
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000047289


• WOAH Codes and Manuals

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/

• Book a dedicated 1-1 training session (video call) through the Service Catalog of the WAHIS 

Support Desk 

https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000048118

Resources for notification in WAHIS

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000048118
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000048118
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000048118


• Submit a request to get in touch with the team: 
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/tickets/new

• /!\ When creating a request through the WAHIS Support Desk, 
please select the most appropriate category in the drop-down menu 
to optimize processing of the request

Resources for early warning notification

https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/tickets/new
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/tickets/new
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/tickets/new


Anastasija Popova WAHIS training
10 September 2025Animal Health Information Officer

Animal disease events reporting
Immediate notification
Individual exercise – 45 min



Please, do the following:

1. Log in into the WAHIS Training environment at https://wahis-training.woah.org/#/login 

Put provisional credentials in the black box that appears first: 

Username:  wahistraining

Password:     thisisatraining

Then by using your own WAHIS credentials:

On the left-hand side, find "EVENT(IN/FUR)- Events management": 

2. Go to folder “Day 2” – “Individual_exercises” and choose either

Aquatic or Terrestrial. Then choose IN exercise (FUR will be later) 

         (Advanced users can find a special exercise “Find_Mistakes_AdvancedExercise” with mistakes

          or help colleagues with the task)

Follow the instructions to create an immediate notification.

The answers will be provided after the training is over should you need to recheck them.

Immediate notification
Practical individual exercise

https://wahis-training.woah.org/#/login
https://wahis-training.woah.org/#/login
https://wahis-training.woah.org/#/login


Video tutorials: immediate notifications

• How to create an immediate notification  

• Navigating between the sections of an event

• Creating a new outbreak 

• Adding a comment to the event or to an outbreak

https://youtu.be/o5g9KTwRf8Y
https://youtu.be/o5g9KTwRf8Y
https://youtu.be/zRCP0kf7e5c
https://youtu.be/zRCP0kf7e5c
https://youtu.be/FL1jLwJbiGc
https://youtu.be/FL1jLwJbiGc
https://youtu.be/fftoRs8vDHg
https://youtu.be/fftoRs8vDHg


Practical individual exercise
Follow-up report

• To create a follow-up report in WAHIS, the previous report has to be validated by WOAH first.

(If you still need to finish your immediate notification, please, request us to validate it to start the 

exercise) 

• If you need to re-login to WAHIS Training environment: https://wahis-training.woah.org/#/login 

Username:  wahistraining

Password:     thisisatraining

• Find the exercises in the folder “Day 2” – “Individual_exercises” – “Aquatic/Terrestrial” and open 

documents with “FUR” in the name

• To create a follow-up report, find the validated immediate notification for the disease in question, 

on right-hand-side find the “...” icon and choose “Create follow-up report”:

https://wahis-training.woah.org/#/login
https://wahis-training.woah.org/#/login
https://wahis-training.woah.org/#/login


Practical individual exercise
Follow-up report



Video tutorials: follow-up reports

• How to create a follow-up report

• Editing existing outbreaks

• Updating the diagnostic test section

• Closing multiple outbreaks at one

• How to create a final report to close an event

• Closing an event and declaring the disease stable

https://youtu.be/pLtwcPO5Pu8
https://youtu.be/pLtwcPO5Pu8
https://youtu.be/pLtwcPO5Pu8
https://youtu.be/pLtwcPO5Pu8
https://youtu.be/SmFSlqfr4aU
https://youtu.be/SmFSlqfr4aU
https://youtu.be/HsiizXaGivI
https://youtu.be/HsiizXaGivI
https://youtu.be/KROdQfSyVDg
https://youtu.be/KROdQfSyVDg
https://youtu.be/vmycTitSXw8
https://youtu.be/vmycTitSXw8
https://youtu.be/zgyjWBJxSa8
https://youtu.be/zgyjWBJxSa8


Anastasija Popova WAHIS training
10 September 2025Animal Health Information Officer

Case studies
Group exercise – 1h30



Instructions & 
presentation of 
the case studies 

Animal Disease Events



Case studies

- Five scenarios (15’ discussion each)

- Please individually read carefully the scenario, then collectively discuss with your 
team and answer the questions

- You can find the scenarios also in the folders online (Materials_Day2 – 
“Day2_Groupexercises_CaseStudies”

- Note: Special case study for ARAHIS reporting
  Special case study for Aquatic diseases for non-Member reporting    

countries/territories



SCENARIO

Infection with white spot syndrome 
virus has never been reported in your 
country.

This week, you have been informed 
that the disease has been 
identified on Friday 10th January 
2026 in a giant tiger prawn farm 
using real-time PCR after mass 
mortality was observed since Sunday 
5th January 2026.

The day after, Saturday 11th January 
2026, a similar mass mortality was 
observed in a neighbouring farm, and 
samples were sent to a reference 
laboratory for testing.

Information related to aquatic 
diseases is under the responsibility of 
the Ministry of aquaculture and 
fisheries. As Focal Point for animal 
disease notification to the WOAH you 
work for the Ministry of agriculture.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. Should an immediate notification be submitted to WOAH? If not, please explain why.
Yes, it should, as a first detection of a disease in my country that can have significant impact on my 
neighbouring countries and other stakeholders

2. If yes,
a) What should be the reason for notification (Article 1.1.3 of the Aquatic Animal Health Code is accessible 

from the WOAH website as well as the disease-specific Chapter)?
First occurrence of a disease in the country. 

b) Would you report this event as occurring in a zone/compartment or in the whole country?
This event could be reported as occurring in a zone to avoid unjustified trade barriers

c) Who is responsible for sending this report (see the Terms of reference of WOAH Focal Points for Animal 
Disease Notification to WOAH)?
Focal point for notification under Delegate's responsibility in collaboration with the Focal point for aquatic 
animals

d) What should be the date of the start of the first outbreak? Is it Sunday of the previous week or Friday of 
the current week?
 Sunday - 5th January 2025 – of the previous week with the first clinical signs (mortality)

e) Should both outbreaks be reported through immediate notifications? If yes, should both outbreaks be 
reported through the same immediate notification or through two different immediate notifications? If 
not, why not?
They could be reported through the same immediate notification since they could potentially be linked

Scenario #1 - Immediate Notification 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_notification.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_wsd.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_wsd.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_wsd.htm
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000046823
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/solutions/articles/51000046823


SCENARIO

Highly pathogenic avian influenza 
was present in poultry for five years. 
Subtypes H5N1 and H5N6 were 
circulating, but two years ago, in 
January 2024, the disease was 
eradicated from the 
country/territory’s poultry 
population.

This week, you have been informed 
that subtype H5N6 has been 
identified again in a poultry farm in 
one island within your country, 
using haemagglutination and neura
minidase inhibition tests. No clinical 
signs were observed.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. Should an immediate notification be submitted to WOAH?
Yes, it should, two years have elapsed since the last occurrence of the disease with a likely impact 
on neighbouring countries and stakeholders. Also, though there is no clinical signs, cases of 
infection should as well be reported.

2. If yes,
a) What should be the reason for notification (Article 1.1.3 of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code is 

accessible from the WOAH website as well as the disease-specific chapter)?
The reporting country could choose between recurrence of a disease or recurrence of a strain 
(H5N6)

b) Which would be the date of last occurrence to be included in your report?
The date of last occurrence for both the disease and the strain would be January 2023 when the 
latest disease occurrence was eradicated

Scenario #2 - Immediate Notification 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_notification.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_avian_influenza_viruses.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_avian_influenza_viruses.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_avian_influenza_viruses.htm


SCENARIO

A week after, in addition to subtype 
H5N6, subtype H5N8 was detected in 
the north of the country in poultry.

SCENARIO

A few days later, subtype H5N8 was 
also detected in wild birds in the 
same area.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. Should the H5N8 outbreaks be grouped with the H5N6 outbreaks within the same 
event? Through which report should they be reported to WOAH (follow-up report, immediate 
notification, six-monthly report)?
Events are serotype-specific so new H5N8 outbreaks should be reported through a new immediate 
notification (new event)

Scenario #2 - Immediate Notification 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. Should the H5N8 outbreaks in wild birds be grouped in the same event as the H5N8 outbreaks in 
poultry? Through which report should they be reported to WOAH? (see the disease-specific 
chapter) 
To avoid unjustified trade barriers and given that, according to WOAH Code, HPAI occurrences in 
birds other than poultry do not affect the reporting country status, outbreaks in wild birds should be 
reported under "influenza A viruses of high pathogenicity (Inf. with) (non-poultry including wild 
birds)" while outbreaks in poultry should be reported under "High pathogenicity avian influenza 
viruses (poultry) (Inf. with)"

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_avian_influenza_viruses.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_avian_influenza_viruses.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_avian_influenza_viruses.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_avian_influenza_viruses.htm


SCENARIO

When reporting an event, the Focal 
Point should take care of keeping a 
certain consistency between control 
measures and quantitative data 
reported. On this respect, which of 
the following statements are true?

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. Three wild boars killed by hunters in a forest tested positive for African swine fever. For this 
outbreak, if the hunted wild boars are partially used for consumption, they will be counted 
in the category “slaughtered”, and not in the categories “animals killed and disposed of” or 
“deaths”. True

2. A cow tested positive for bovine tuberculosis, and the owner killed the animal on the farm. 
The owner then partially used this cow for his own consumption. For this outbreak the cow 
will be counted in four categories: “susceptible” “cases”, “deaths” and “slaughtered”. False

3. During surveillance activities on the beach, three pelicans were found dead, then tested 
positive for H5N1. Quantitative data to be reported is as follows: three susceptible, three 
cases, three deaths. False

Scenario #3 – Immediate notification



SCENARIO

Three hours ago, you sent an 
immediate notification for a 
recurrence of foot and mouth disease 
in your country after five years of 
absence. Thirty minutes ago, you 
received the awaited serotyping 
information from a reference 
laboratory, indicating that serotype A 
was identified. 

SCENARIO

Every day, the situation evolves with 
additional outbreaks and cases. 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. Should the information on the serotyping be communicated to WOAH? Yes, as 
soon as available  

If yes,
a) Should it be communicated through a follow-up report? Yes
b) When should this follow-up report be sent? In regular circumstances, follow-

up reports should be sent at least weekly. In this situation, it could be sent 
immediately after having received the information.

c) Should it be communicated immediately in another format? If the Focal point 
cannot send a follow-up report because the immediate notification has not 
yet been published, he can contact WAHIAD by phone or through 
information.dept@woah.org or WAHIS support. 

Scenario #4 – Follow-up report

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

2. Should the updates be communicated to WOAH through follow-up reports? If 
yes, how often? Yes, follow-up reports should be sent at least weekly. 

a) Is it an option or an obligation? (Article 1.1.3 of the Terrestrial Animal Health 
Code is accessible from the WOAH website) 
An obligation

mailto:information.dept@woah.org
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/tickets/new
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_notification.htm


SCENARIO

After three weeks, the event is under 
control, with only one remaining 
outbreak. Stamping out should have 
been applied in this affected farm 
since last week, but it is still pending 
for logistical reasons. Therefore, the 
situation has not evolved since last 
week. 

SCENARIO

Since yesterday, all measures have 
been implemented and there are no 
remaining outbreaks. 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

3. Since the situation has not evolved since last week, should a follow-up still be 
submitted to WOAH?  
Yes, WAHIS allows reporting users to send - in few clicks - follow-up reports to inform 
that no new information is available or that the disease situation has not evolved

Scenario #4 – Follow-up report

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

4. How can I report that this disease occurrence is finished? Through a final report 
declaring the event is resolved 

5. Which date may I use to close my event? The date of end of the event would be the 
date when all measures are completed. It will not be the date when the final report 
is sent.  

6. What if in six-months a new outbreak is detected? A new immediate notification 
should be sent.



SCENARIO

One year ago, African swine fever 
was introduced in the wildlife 
population of my country. An 
immediate notification was sent, as 
well as subsequent regular follow-up 
reports. Since then, the disease has 
been spreading both in domestic and 
wild population, with major 
challenges in its control. The 
veterinary authorities are now 
considering the disease incidence and 
the geographical spread contained 
and are not targeting eradication. 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. Should I continue submitting follow-up reports to WOAH (Article 1.1.3 of the Terrestrial 
Animal Health Code is accessible from the WOAH website)? 
A final report declaring the disease situation stable could be sent. This would imply that the 
disease would be reported from then on present through the six-monthly reports and will not 
be reported absent.

Scenario #5 – Follow-up report

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_notification.htm


Additional scenario #6 (AQUATIC)

SCENARIO

A Focal Point for aquatic diseases 
from a reporting country/territory 
started to submitting to WOAH some 
years ago an event for infection with 
koi herpesvirus. The event is still on-
going with several follow-up reports, 
the latest having been submitted a 
year ago.

The disease is well-known to be 
endemic in the whole 
country/territory. Since the last 
submitted follow-up report, a number 
of 40 outbreaks was confirmed and 
needs  to be notified to WOAH.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. Which type of report (or several) would you submit and why (immediate notification/follow-up 
report/final report)? 

2. How could you notify 40 outbreaks? One by one or as a cluster of outbreaks? 

3. When is it appropriate to close the event as stable and move to “presence” reported only in 
six-monthly reports instead of maintaining an many-years-long animal disease event?

4. How often would you submit reports for this disease in the future? 



Additional scenario #7 (ARAHIS)

SCENARIO

Your country is a Member of ASEAN 
and within the new ARAHIS-WAHIS 
mechanism you must report 
occurrences of stable diseases to 
WAHIS on a monthly basis. 

African swine fever (ASF) is endemic 
in one part (zone) of your 
country/territory. The other zones 
have only occasional occurrences of 
ASF. There are active efforts to 
eradicate the ASF from the 
country/territory, targeting specific 
geographical areas separately.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. If no action has already been taken in your country regarding this new ARAHIS-WAHIS reporting 
obligations, how many events should you create and what is important to indicate in the 
epidemiological comments of the report/s? 

2. Should stable event/s apply to a specific zone/compartment or to the whole country?

3. If ASF appears in a new, previously unaffected zone in your country, what would be the steps to 
take in terms of reporting to WOAH? 
If you create a new event, will you close it as a stable event?  

4. What will happen with this information once you create a six-monthly report in WAHIS?



SCENARIO

Infection with Perkinsus olseni is 
reported absent in your country.

Specimens of Ostrea angasi were 
examined histologically as part of the 
annual surveillance programme. The 
samples taken were sent for 
histopathology. Diagnostic results 
provided evidence of infection with 
Perkinsus olseni. 

Subsequent testing by a Perkinsus 
olseni specific PCR produced one 
positive result. This amplicon was 
sequenced and shared a >99.3% 
similarity with Perkinsus olseni. 

The affected population was 
broodstock held in a hatchery. 

No further cases were found.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. Is Ostrea angasi a known species susceptible to infection with Perkinsus olseni according to 
Article 11.6.2 of the Aquatic Animal Health Code (accessible from the WOAH website) and to 
Chapter 2.4.6 of the Manual for Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals (accessible from the 
WOAH website)?
No

2. Is this detection notifiable to WOAH through an immediate notification or through the six-
monthly reports? If you think that this is notifiable through an immediate notification, which 
would be the most appropriate reason (please see Article 1.1.3 of the Aquatic Animal Health 
Code accessible from the WOAH website)? Occurrence of a listed disease in a new host species

Additional scenario #8 (homework)

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_perkinsus_olseni.htm
https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/aahm/current/2.4.06_P_OLSENI.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/aquatic-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_notification.htm


SCENARIO

An unknown disease is detected in 
your country and is causing an 
outstanding impact in swine farms. 
Its spread occurs simultaneously with 
the spread of a human virus of 
unknown origin.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. Should this detection be notified to WOAH? If yes, through which kind of reports? Immediate 
notification? Six-monthly reports? 
Since it is not a WOAH listed disease or a disease considered by WOAH as an emerging disease, 
WAHIS cannot be used for this purpose. However, as a disease with significant impact on animal 
or public health, it should be reported by any other means. 

2. Can you report this disease as an emerging disease? Please specify.
         It could be if the disease was assessed as such by WOAH according to the current “standard    
operating procedure for determining whether a disease should be considered as emerging”: 
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/06/a-emerging-disease-sop-august2022.pdf. 

3. If no, by what other means WOAH could be informed?
 WOAH could be informed under Article 1.1.5. by mail - for example - and the relevance of 
publishing it on WOAH website will be assessed.

Additional scenario #9 (homework)

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/06/a-emerging-disease-sop-august2022.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/06/a-emerging-disease-sop-august2022.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/06/a-emerging-disease-sop-august2022.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/06/a-emerging-disease-sop-august2022.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/06/a-emerging-disease-sop-august2022.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/06/a-emerging-disease-sop-august2022.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/06/a-emerging-disease-sop-august2022.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/06/a-emerging-disease-sop-august2022.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/06/a-emerging-disease-sop-august2022.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_notification.htm


WAHIS Best practices– 30 min



To accurately reflect the situation in a WAHIS report, keep up-to-date:

1) Outbreak content 

• Affected / susceptible species and quantitative data

• Control measures implemented 

• Outbreak state: close outbreaks in due course

• Outbreak comments’ section

BEST PRACTICE: WAHIS housekeeping; Keep up-to-date

Affected species and quantitative dataOutbreak state: close outbreaks in due courseOutbreak’s comments section



2) Control measures implemented at event (to be applied vs applied) and outbreak level
/!\ Control measures implemented in outbreak(s) may differ from the measures listed at event 
level

3) Diagnostic test results information (throughout an event)

Should consistently reflect new information submitted, in particular

• Nature of the test(s) conducted

• Result date(s) / outbreak(s) sampled / species sampled

BEST PRACTICE: WAHIS housekeeping; Keep up-to-date



4) Events should be updated even without the addition of new information:

• no new information is available

• the situation remains unchanged

With a quick update through the ‘no evolution’ feature (2 clicks)

5) Irrelevant draft events should be deleted:

• To avoid false entries in the WAHIS database, in particular immediate notifications

• To avoid being targeted for reminders sent by the WOAH early warning team

BEST PRACTICE: WAHIS housekeeping; Keep up-to-date



To accurately reflect the situation, information should be consistent

• Within an event

• In-between events submitted through the WAHIS early warning module 

• Between the WAHIS animal disease events module and six-monthly report module

BEST PRACTICE: consistency



Keep in touch with the WOAH Events Management (Early Warning) Team 

• Whenever team members ask to provide clarification or suggests modifications

• When closing events as ‘stable’: the team will ask to confirm the decision and will provide 
details of the implication of such decision

• For any doubt or need of support: submit a WAHIS support desk request through 
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/tickets/new

BEST PRACTICE: communication

https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/tickets/new
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/tickets/new
https://wahis-support.woah.org/support/tickets/new


12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France

T. +33 (0)1 44 15 19 49

F. +33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

woah@woah.org

www.woah.org

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Thank you!

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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