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Commodity
Document 

Check
Quarantine

Isolation
Clinical

Examination
Serological

Test

Pathogen 
Detection (e.g. 

PCR)

Other Tests(e.g. 
visual, chemical)

Responsible
authority for 
conducting

veterinary checks 
at border 

Livestock
(e.g. poultry, pigs)

Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No
B

Companion animals
(e.g. dogs, cats)

Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No
B

Products of animal origin
(e.g. meat, eggs)

Yes / No N/A N/A N/A Yes / No Yes / No C 

Animal genetic materials
(e.g. semen, embryo)

Yes / No Yes / No N/A Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No
B 

Aquatic Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No Yes / No B 

Passenger luggage N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Organisational Structure for Veterinary Inspection at the Border Post

(B) Name of the inspection agency, which is in charge of conducting veterinary checks at border

(A) Name of the competent authority, which provides 
regulatory and policy direction

(C) Name of the competent authority, which provides regulatory 
and policy direction

National Parks Board (NParks)

National Parks Board (NParks)

Singapore Food Agency (SFA)
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Current Situation and Key Issues

• Please fill in the following information:
• Top 3 Animals with the highest import volume
▪ Poultry, pigs, small mammals

• Top 3 Animal Products with the highest import volume
▪ Hen shell eggs, chicken and pork 

• Commodity with significant change in import volume in recent years

(Please indicate if it increased or decreased, and briefly explain if possible)
The number of imported dogs/cats have increased in recent years, likely due to increase in 
pet ownership in Singapore. 



Regional workshop on Animal Movement and Border Control for Asia and the Pacific 2025

Good Practices in Border Inspection and Quarantine

• Please describe effective practices and experiences in implementing 
border inspection and quarantine measures. 

Animal health

• More pet dogs and cats coming into Singapore can now be quarantined at home instead 
of at a facility.

• Smart collar tags will be used to ensure that pets remain in their quarantine premises. If 
the pets leave, the tags will alert Animal and Veterinary Service (AVS) staff.

• Risk based inspection 

•  e.g. Virtual inspection of live pigs using on-vessel CCTVs

Food safety

• Science and risk-based approach to ensure food safety and reduce foodborne illnesses in 
Singapore. 

• Examples of high risk products: Meat and eggs

• Must come from approved sources. 

• Each consignment must be accompanied by a veterinary health certificate. 
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Challenges and risks identified

• Please describe key challenges impacting border inspection and animal 
quarantine (Except for funding limitations)
• Illegal movement of animals

• Potential disease introduction through cross border movement of animals 
via illegal movement

• Difficulty in detecting fraudulent documents

• Still using hard copies of import veterinary certificates, endorsed with wet 
ink stamps/heat stamps. No system yet to recognize digital certificates from 
other countries.  

• Limited space at Animal Quarantine Centre

• Attracting the right people to work at relatively remote sites. 
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Collaboration with other agencies

• Please describe collaboration between animal quarantine and other 
relevant agencies for effective border control.
• The Animal & Veterinary Service (AVS), a cluster of the National Parks 

Board (NParks), and the Singapore Food Agency (SFA) work closely 
to remain vigilant and put in place precautionary measures to prevent a bird flu 
incursion. These measures include:

• Source accreditation

• Import control

• Routine inspection and surveillance at points of entry, local farms, poultry 
slaughterhouses, wild birds and pet shops.

• Examples of joint activities: Exercise Gallus – a simulation exercise to test 
operational readiness in the event of a bird flu outbreak

• Benefits: Swift response in the event of a detection of disease.
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Thank you

Dr Jan Yong 

Director/Quarantine & Biosecurity Services
Animal & Veterinary Service 

Jan_yong@nparks.gov.sg
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