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Key Exported Commodities and Destinations

Main importing countries- 2024-25 (US$ Mio)

Major animal/animal products exported
Buffalo meat> Dairy Products> Poultry Products> Sheep/ Goat meat> Animal Casings> Rawhides & skins> Processed 
meat> Other meat

Items Exports FY24 

(US$ Mio)

Items Exports FY24 

(US$ Mio)
Buffalo Meat 3740.5 Animal Casing 48.12
Dairy Products 272.6 Albumin (Eggs & Milk) 20.93
Poultry Products 184.6 Casein 18.22
Natural Honey 177.5 Processed Meat 2.48
Sheep/ Goat Meat 77.7 Other Meat 0.82

Competent authorities responsible for export
➢ Ministry of Commerce & Industry
➢ DAHD, M/o Fisheries, AH & Dairying- SPS compliance
➢ Promotional Agencies- EIC of India, APEDA, CAPEXIL

Ors.- UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, Oman, Bahrain, Maldives, Seychelles, 
Indonesia, Iraq, Myanmmar, Oman, Sri Lanka
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Sanitary Certification and Compliance (1/2)
• Export certification process
➢ International Animal Health Certification: All over the world, including EU
➢ Compliance as per importing countries’ requirements
➢ AQCSs are also issuing export certification to facilitate export
➢ All exporting abattoirs follow SPS guidelines given in the Codex Alimentarius for production of quality safe meat. All 

plants follow GMP and GHP. These plants have HACCP, ISO: 9000 and ISO: 22,000 Certifications
➢ The registration of the meat processing plants is renewed periodically - detailed plant inspection by the Committee 

from EIC of India, FSSAI, DAHD, APEDA and Veterinary Department of the State Governments.
➢ Inspection of the meat processing plants under Export (Quality Control) and Inspection Act, 1963 by Government 

of India. 
➢ During inspection, focus is on hygiene and sanitary conditions maintained by the plant, ante-mortem and post-

mortem inspections, infrastructure, staff hygiene, laboratory facilities, record maintenance etc. 

• Veterinary and laboratory support
➢ Referral Laboratories: National Institute of High Security Animal Disease, Bhopal; National Research Centre on 

Equines, Hisar; NDDB; National Institute for FMD, Central Disease Diagnosis Laboratory; Indian Veterinary Research 
Institute, Bareilly; 5 Regional Disease Diagnosis Laboratories; Veterinary Colleges; State Laboratories & NABL/FSSAI 
Laboratories; 

➢ Other than referral labs ~ 600 disease diagnostic laboratories in the States
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Sanitary Certification and Compliance (2/2)

• Use of WOAH standards in certification
➢ Export Health Certificates: As per International Certification Procedure of WOAH, Terrestrial AH Code
➢ India is free from all the trade-related List ‘A’ of WOAH diseases, except few sporadic incidences of FMD
➢ Also free from Rinderpest, BSE (negligible risk) & CBPP as per the WOAH Notification. 
➢ A massive FMD control programme covers entire country. 
➢ India’s official FMD-CP received WOAH’s endorsement in May 2015 as per provisions of Terrestrial Animal 

Health Code and is being continued to date

• Traceability or quality assurance systems
➢ Census done every 5 years & under National Digital Livestock Mission, all animals are ear-tagged and records 

maintained for identification and traceability of animals
➢ At unloading, tagged animal recorded for arrival time, sex & age along with the source 
➢ Registration of meat plants/ abattoirs by APEDA;
➢ Traceability enforced at various stages- antemortem, holding pens, postmortem, chilling & processing hall -

assigning batch numbers
➢ Animal Health Certificate through Meat.Net Online System; 
➢ Quality and safety are assured by monitoring the CCPs of HACCP and ISO: 9001, 22,000. 
➢ In-house laboratory conducts random microbial examination of samples of meat, water, air, swabs from the 

workers’ hands, etc., to keep tabs on the hygienic environment and personal hygiene
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Trade Negotiation and Market Access Efforts (1/2)

• Agencies involved in negotiation

• Ministry of Commerce & Industries helped by DAHD, Export Councils, and other 
stakeholders

• Process to initiate and respond to trade requests

• Registration, documentation, and compliance with both Indian and importing country 
regulations.

• This includes obtaining necessary licenses & approvals (FSSAI, exporting unit 
registration, Export Inspection Agency approval, customs clearance), fulfilling health and 
quality standards

• Bilateral negotiations and dossier development

• India engages in both bilateral trade agreements with individual countries and 
participates in multilateral negotiations through the WTO; 

• India submits dossiers addressing quality assurance, documentation to support the 
health certificate application, catering to specific requirements, origin of the livestock 
products, testing, treatment test reports & packaging details etc.
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Trade Negotiation and Market Access Efforts (2/2)

• Example of successful market access
➢ Amul has recently gained access to dairy products in EU(Spain)
➢ Milky Mist, through stringent quality achieved significant export success- Middle East, Singapore, Sri

Lanka, Maldives, Bhutan, and Australia
➢ Eleftheria and Käse cheese from India have gained market access due to their uniqueness and

quality
➢ SKM and Eggoz tech-enabled quality, standardisation, and sustainability led to egg products export

• Successful approaches or innovations
➢ Increased global demand for livestock products, coupled with domestic market reforms in India,

adhering to quality and safety standards, has opened up international markets
➢ Innovations in meat processing, packaging have played a crucial role enabling India's meat exports
➢ Understanding specific market demands and regulations in importing countries
➢ Addressing SPS, TBT issues, and maintaining price competitiveness;
➢ Compliance to Residue Monitoring Plan etc. allowed access to dairy and poultry products
➢ SOPs for handling rapid alerts, rejections



Regional workshop on Animal Movement and Border Control for Asia and the Pacific 2025

Challenges and Good Practices as an Exporting Country (1/2)

•Meeting different import country requirements
➢Market intelligence experts required to analyze various requirements of different 

importing countries

➢Cultural, social requirements and food habits to be catered to for safe and desirable 
requirements

• Gaps in infrastructure or certification systems
➢More processing units required for meeting export demands

➢More food safety testing laboratories needed

•Resource limitations
➢inadequate human resources and infrastructure for veterinary services to address 

low productivity of animals, unorganized markets, livestock extension etc.

➢More experts (epidemiologists, environmental, food specialists) to deal with disease 
outbreaks, antimicrobial resistance, GHG emissions etc. required
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Challenges and Good Practices as an Exporting Country (2/2)

• Ideas that can help improve mutual understanding and trade flow 
➢ Adhere to international standards for animal health, welfare, food safety, and environmental 

sustainability to facilitate ethical trade and minimize trade barriers

➢ Compliance with all relevant national regulations of both exporting and importing countries

➢ Robust traceability systems to track livestock from origin to market, enhancing transparency and 
accountability

• Good practices for transparent communication and certification
➢ publishing the activities undertaken to ensure compliance

➢ stakeholder communication and engagement policy - meetings or workshops with stakeholders

• Recommendations for importing countries to support smooth trade
➢ Visit to exporting units & certifying offices to be assured of disease-free and quality imports

➢ Harmonize specific testing protocols (sharing of diagnostics, reagents etc.) to cater to import needs 

• Regional or international collaboration examples
➢ India has engaged in FTAs & PTAs with various countries, positively impacting livestock product 

exports by reducing tariffs and trade barriers. Examples include agreements with Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
and Singapore.

➢ International technical cooperation involving WTO, WOAH, FAO, World Bank, ADB etc.
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Thank you

Dr. Sujit Nayak

Joint Commissioner, DAHD 
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