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Active search activity: 

✓ Established Active Search Team: Formed in 2002 at 
headquarters, with an expansion to the Asia and Pacific 
Region in 2023.

✓ Active search for unofficial news related to animal diseases
✓ Using Epidemic Intelligence from Open Sources (EIOS) 

platform for data collection

The Project on Asia-Pacific in supporting early threat 
warning

Aim: to promote transparency in disease 
reporting and sharing.

Objective: to strengthen WOAH’s early warning 
systems in Asia and the Pacific region through 
intelligence-gathering, active search activity 
(rumour tracking), and information sharing.



•       What is EIOS ?

Real time data collection from various 
sources using AI

15,000 sources

500 disease categories

50 languages

100,000 – 150,000 news/year

Communication between WOAH and 
its Members



ACTIVE SEARCH TEAM ACTIVITY 

Detection Verification Analysis Dissemination 

Twice a week, screening 
of the web for WOAH 
listed and emerging 
diseases

Communicate with 
members to verify detected 
signals in their countries or 
territories.

The team analyses this data 
to identify potential disease 
event of interest and assess 
their risks

The team shares this 

information internally to 

raise awareness.

Monitor the submission of 

the official report to WAHIS 

(IN/FUR/SMR)



News detected SEACFMD Region 
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Total news detected (2019-May 2025 )
Disease  Name Total

1 African swine fever 191
2 Foot and mouth disease 85

3 Highly path. avian influenza (poultry) 51
4 Rabies 50
5 Lumpy skin disease 32

6

Highly pathogenic influenza A viruses 
(infection with) (non-poultry including 
wild birds) 25

7 Anthrax 15

8
Low pathogenic avian influenza 
(poultry) 8

9
Unusual morbidity or mortality event 
(cause undetermined) 6

10 Newcastle disease 5



News detected in the SEACFMD region
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Source: WOAH AST

Detected news in the SEACFMD region
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Improve the trust in WAHIS 
data

Reduce delays in disease 
sharing and reporting at 

regional level

Improve WOAH capacity to 
monitor undetected events at 

regional level (i.e., improve 
EIOS sensitivity & specificity)

Improve sensitivity of WAHIS 
system

Promote country/territory 
responsiveness & awareness of 

the importance of reporting

Expected impacts of these efforts



Thank You
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