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We are the global authority on animal health and welfare: we work to ensure the 

health and welfare of animals, recognising that animal health impacts 

everyone’s health.

We disseminate information on animal diseases and welfare and develop 

science-based strategies to limit their impacts on society.

We are building a better future through better animal health and welfare.

We collaborate with partners and Members to achieve results for animals, 

humans and the planet.

Introduction to the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH)
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https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/observatory/


13 regional and sub-regional representations

Paris
Brussels

Moscow
Astana

Tokyo

Bangkok

Abu Dhabi

BeirutTunis

Bamako

Gaborone

Buenos Aires

Panama



54

32

53

12

32

Distribution of WOAH Members per region

No country offices: 

We work through and with Government 

National Focal Points on 

specific subject matter

1. Animal welfare

2. Aquatic animals

3. Wildlife

4. Animal disease notification

5. Vet products - AMR

6. Communication

7. Veterinary laboratories

National Delegate 

to WOAH per Member





WOAH Animal Welfare

Definition: Animal welfare means the physical and mental state of an animal in 

relation to the conditions in which it lives and dies.

An animal experiences good welfare if the animal is healthy, comfortable, well 

nourished, safe, is not suffering from unpleasant states such as pain, fear and 

distress, and is able to express behaviours that are important for its physical and 

mental state.

Animal welfare is a complex and multi-faceted subject with scientific, ethical, 

economic, cultural, social, religious and political dimensions. It is attracting growing 

interest from civil society and is one of the priorities of WOAH.



WOAH Animal Welfare Standards

1) Recognised WOAH international standards:

▪ Terrestrial Animal Health Code – Section 7. Animal welfare (chapters 7.1. – 

7.14)

▪ Aquatic Animal Health Code -  Section 7. Welfare of farmed fish (chapters 7.1 

– 7.4)

2) Global network of scientific expertise

▪ WOAH Animal Welfare Collaborating Centres

▪ Animal welfare ad-hoc groups

▪ WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission



WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code - Section 7. Animal welfare (as of 3/04/2025) 

Chapter 7.1. Introduction to the recommendations for 

animal welfare (revised; will be proposed for adoption at the 92nd 

GS May 2025)

Chapter 7.2. Transport of animals by sea

Chapter 7.3. Transport of animals by land

Chapter 7.4. Transport of animals by air

Chapter 7.5. Animal welfare during slaughter (Article 

7.5.30 is under study/revision)

Chapter 7.6. Killing of animals for disease control 

purposes (undergone reviewing, many Articles to be discussed; 

proposed new name -Animal welfare at the time of killing)

Chapter 7.7. Dog population management

Chapter 7.8. Use of animals in research and education

Chapter 7.9. Animal welfare and beef cattle production 

systems

Chapter 7.10. Animal welfare and broiler chicken production 

systems

Chapter 7.11. Animal welfare and dairy cattle production 

systems

Chapter 7.12. Welfare of working equids

Chapter 7.13. Animal welfare and pig production systems

Chapter 7.14. Killing of reptiles for their skins, meat and other 

products

These 
three 
chapters 
may 
potentially 
be merged 
into one

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_introduction.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_sea_transpt.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_land_transpt.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_air_transpt.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_slaughter.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_killing.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_stray_dog.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_research_education.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_beef_cattle.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_broiler_chicken.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_dairy_cattle.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_working_equids.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_pigs.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_aw_reptiles.htm


WOAH annual global forum for animal welfare

3rd OIE Animal Welfare Global Forum Report
‘Animal welfare and the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals’
26 – 28 April & 4 May 2021 (Virtual)
3rd OIE Animal Welfare Global Forum

5th WOAH Animal Welfare Global Forum:
‘Developing national animal welfare 
legislation; different paths for the same destination’ 
2 – 3 November 2023 Paris, France 
5th WOAH Animal Welfare Global Forum

4th WOAH Animal Welfare Global Forum:
‘Animal Welfare Economics’
12 – 13 October 2022 (Virtual)
4th WOAH Animal Welfare Global Forum

2nd OIE Animal Welfare Global Forum
‘Animal transport: a shared responsibility’
Paris, France, 11-12 April 2019
2nd WOAH Animal Welfare Global Forum

6th WOAH Animal Welfare Global Forum:
‘Exploring how WOAH Collaborating Centres can 
support Members to improve animal welfare’
28 – 29 October 2024, Merida, Mexico
6th WOAH Animal Welfare Global Forum

OIE Animal Welfare Global Forum
‘Supporting implementation of OIE Standards’
Paris, France, 28-29 March 2018
1st WOAH Animal Welfare Global Forum

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/08/report-3rd-oie-animal-welfare-global-forum.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2024/04/2023-animal-welfare-global-forum-final.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2023/02/report-of-the-meeting-of-the-4th-animal-welfare-global-forum-2022.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/03/report-2nd-aw-global-forum.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2025/03/report-2024-global-animal-welfare-forum.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2023/02/1st-animal-welfare-global-forum-2018.pdf




2007 RAWS created 2008 RAWS endorsed 
at WOAH 78th GS 

2010 RAWS CG 
created

2013 RAWS 2nd 
Edition published 

2015 RAWS  AG 
created

Nov 2022 RAWS 
reinstated 

2023  RAWS Third 
Action Plan

2007 4th OIE Strategic Plan (2006-2010) established RAWS to promote animal welfare and OIE guideline

2008 RAWS endorsed by the OIE 78th General Session (May 2008) and RAWS 1st Edition published

2010 RAWS Coordination Group (CG) was created to manage RAWS

2013 RAWS 2nd Edition published

2015 RAWS Advisory Group replaces CG, assuming RAWS management under the Regional Commission

2022 RAWS AG reinstated after COVID. Regional Commission agreed to new membership and terms of reference

2023 RAWS Third Action Plan (2024 – 2028) circulated; endorsed at the Regional Commission meeting May 2024

2024 New RAWS AG chair and members appointed



Objective

Developed to provide an overarching, 
agreed framework and guidance for 
WOAH Members, non-WOAH 
members and Partners in the region 
when implementing WOAH standards 
for animal welfare, and to serve as 
the basis for the development of 
Action Plans

Vision

Our vision is a region where the 
welfare of animals is respected, 
promoted and incrementally 
advanced, simultaneously with the 
pursuit of progress and 
socioeconomic development. 



WOAH (the OIE) first agreed to 
include animal welfare in its 

strategy (2001-2005).

Standalone Global Animal 
Welfare Strategy adopted by 

Members in 2017, to deliver “A 
world where the welfare of 

animals is respected, promoted 
and advanced, in ways that 
complement the pursuit of 
animal health, human well-

being, socio-economic 
development and environmental 

sustainability”.
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2008 RAWS (Edition 1): to implement 
2005 animal welfare guidelines & 
coordinate activities/emerging issues.

2013 RAWS (Edition 2): updates 1st edition; 
maintains principles & vision of animal 
welfare progress alongside development.



RAWS Third Action Plan 2024 - 2028

Action Plans support the strategy by 
providing specific steps with measurable 
targets and milestones to track progress and 
measure effectiveness.

The third action plan was issued for the 
period 2024-2028.

It builds on the outcomes of the previous 
actions plans and the findings of regional 
surveys of animal welfare focal points and 
WOAH delegates to identify needs of 
Members in the region.
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IMPACT
(long term objectives)
Stronger regional animal welfare achieved via 
standards development and implementation, 
capacity building and education, and 
communication to promote respect and 
awareness of animal welfare

OUTCOME
(short & mid-term objectives)
• Promote animal welfare awareness through 

effective coordination, communication, 
education & training

• Coordinate regional approach to implementation 
of  WOAH animal welfare standards

• Sustainable animal welfare advancements 
through regional & global R&D

• Sustainably coordinate animal welfare efforts

PRIORITY ACTIVITIES 
1. Continue RAWS News to share information on member activities and upcoming 

events
2. Revise RAWS documents – working group for Strategy review
3. Regional animal welfare forum to share updates
4. Enhance awareness of the RAWS
5. Promote animal welfare and share information about standard implementation at 

meetings and conferences
6. Promote understanding and connection through webinars
7. Support the Collaborating Centre activities and research



Contributed to WOAH 33rd Conference of the 
Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific, 
New Delhi, India, 13 - 16 Nov 2023

Contributed to 5th WOAH Animal Welfare Global Forum: 
‘Developing national animal welfare legislation; different paths for 
the same destination’, 2-3 Nov 2023

RAWS past activities 2023



Presented at - 6th WOAH Animal Welfare Global Forum: 
‘Exploring how WOAH Collaborating Centres can support 
Members to improve animal welfare’, 28 –29 Oct 2024, Merida 
(Mexico) and WOAH whole journey scenario workshop on long-
distance transport, 6-8 Nov 2024, Cartagena (Columbia)

RAWS past activities 2024



Regional Workshop for WOAH National Focal Point for 
Animal Welfare in Asia-Pacific 21-23 January 2025 Tokyo, 
Japan

RAWS past activities 2025



Webinars 2023 – 2024 Held the second WOAH animal welfare webinar for 
Asia-Pacific, 4 July 2024



R
A

W
S

 N
e

w
sle

tte
rs

QR code:



OBJECTIVES
1) Advise & guide on 

RAWS strategy,

2) review & maintain 
RAWS & Action Plan

3) RAWS coordination & 
communication 
support, and

4) raise awareness: 
regional animal 
welfare.

ACTIVITIES
1) Create & maintain 5-year 

RAWS Action Plan,
2) support RAWS 

implementation,
3) Regional Committee 

annual report,
4) RAWS communications 

development,
5) encourage funding and 

ensure awareness of 
RAWS,

6) WOAH NF animal welfare 
training (regional advice),

7) RAWS support projects.

MODUS OPERANDI
1) RAWS AG leads & 

coordinates activities, 
supported by the 
Secretariat,

2) RAWS AG builds 
collaborations with 
WOAH members & 
partners for activities, 
and

3) funding for special 
activities comes from 
contributing AG/WOAH 
members & partners.

MEMBERSHIP
1) Chair: 3-year term 

(renewable),
2) AG nominees: WOAH 

Members/Partners,
o each sub-region: 1+ WOAH 

Member rep (Delegate/FP)
o one representative each 

from WOAH HQ, RRAP and 
SRR-SEA,

o A representative: SPC, 
SAARC or ASEAN secretariat,

o Representatives: ICFAW,
o Representatives: regional 

veterinary associations
o Representatives: WOAH 

Collaborating Centre.

RAWS Advisory Group – Terms of reference

QR code to 
access 
the Terms of 
reference 
online
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Activities, both planned and ongoing, are scheduled to occur

WEBINARS: Support capacity building on priority topics, delivered to Focal Points and interested stakeholders with involvement from the Collaborating Centre

FORUMS: Promote networking among animal welfare organisations by hosting a regional WOAH forum every two years, mirroring the global forum's 
virtual format.

TRAINING: Animal welfare training for WOAH National Focal Points for Animal Welfare in-person.

AWARENESS: RAWS AG promotes WOAH capacity building for veterinary services & National Focal Points through regional FPs, vet boards, 
academia, and other stakeholders.

NEWSLETTER: RAWS AG promotes regional animal welfare events through lists in RAWS News, advisory meetings, and social media updates.

ISO/TS: Promote awareness of ISO/TS 34700:2016 Animal welfare management General requirements and guidance for organisations in the food supply chain 
through RAWS News.

On-going

On-going

2025

On-going 

On-going

On-going



2010 Bangkok 2011 Tokyo 2013 Seoul 2014 Canberra 2010 Bali 2025 Tokyo

2010 Workshop for OIE National FPs for Animal Welfare, Bangkok (Thailand) 5 - 7 Apr 2010

2011 Regional Seminar for OIE National FPs for Animal Welfare, Tokyo (Japan) 30 Nov - 2 Dec 2011

2013 Regional seminar for OIE national focal points for animal welfare, Seoul (Republic of Korea) 27th – 29th  Aug 2013

2014 Regional seminar for OIE national focal points for animal welfare, Canberra (Australia) 12th – 14th Nov 2014

2019 Regional training seminar for OIE national focal points on animal welfare, Bali (Indonesia) 11th – 14th Nov 2019

2025 Regional Workshop for WOAH National Focal Point for Animal Welfare in Asia-Pacific, Tokyo (Japan) 21-23 Jan 2025

Workshop for OIE National FPs for Animal 
Welfare, Bangkok, Thailand 5 - 7 Apr 2010

Regional Seminar for OIE National FPs for Animal 
Welfare, Tokyo, Japan, 30 Nov - 2 Dec 2011

Regional seminar for OIE national focal points for 
animal welfare, Seoul, Republic of Korea, 27th – 
29th  Aug 2013

Regional seminar for OIE national focal 
points for animal welfare, Canberra, 
Australia, 12th – 14th Nov 2014

Regional training seminar for OIE national focal points on animal 
welfare 11th – 14th Nov 2019, Bali, Indonesia





Natural disasters – WOAH guidelines

Natural disasters - WOAH Guidelines on disaster management and risk reduction in 

relation to animal health & welfare and veterinary public health

These guidelines provide a framework for Veterinary Services to 

implement disaster management and risk reduction, focusing on 

animal health, welfare, and public health. They align with WOAH 

standards and outline principles and roles across the Disaster 

Management Cycle. Emphasising inter-institutional coordination 

and national legal frameworks, these guidelines are intended to 

complement, not replace, existing international, regional, and 

national disaster management tools.

https://www.woah.org/en/document/disastermanagement-ang/
https://www.woah.org/en/document/disastermanagement-ang/


Key disaster management terms:

o Mitigation: Reducing the adverse impacts of hazards.

o Prevention: Actions to reduce risks and consequences of 
disasters for people, animals, environment, and property.

o Preparedness: Achieving readiness and capability for rapid 
disaster response through advance actions.

o Response: Providing emergency services and assistance during 
or immediately after a disaster to save lives and meet basic 
needs.

o Recovery: Restoring and improving facilities, livelihoods, and 
living conditions of disaster-affected communities, including risk 
reduction

The Disaster Management Cycle (DMC) as proposed by WOAH



Call for action:
▪ Reinforce a whole of society approach 
▪ Recognise the value of Veterinary Services (in 

partnership with others) in managing 
emergencies

▪ Sustain preparedness for emergencies
▪ Share data and scientific evidence freely and 

fairly to support emergency management 
systems

▪ Integrate resource mobilisation to emergency 
preparedness 

▪ Adapt to new threats and continue to learn 
from real events and exercises

Up to 350 participants per day in person (44% female, 56% male), 90 
watching online 





1) Animal health and welfare components can be considered at all 
stages of emergency and disaster management cycle to better 
prepare  and improve an efficiency of the response and recovery.

2) WOAH Standards provide clear, scientifically-backed frameworks 
that help veterinary services establish and enforce national animal 
welfare regulations and practices.

3) Implementation of the recommendations in the Terrestrial Code 
and Aquatic Code protects animal health and welfare and ensures 
the safety of international trade in animals and animal product.



Twitter Facebook YouTube
facebook.com/worldanimalhealth

facebook.com/worldanimalhealth

@WOAH_Asia

@WOAH_Asia

See the source image

youtube.com/c/WorldAnimalHealth

Subscribe to our 

newsletter

Newspaper with solid fill

bulletin.woah.org

bulletin.woah.org

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/WOAH_Asia
https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/WOAH_Asia
https://twitter.com/WOAH_Asia
https://www.youtube.com/c/WorldAnimalHealth
https://www.youtube.com/c/WorldAnimalHealth
https://bulletin.woah.org/
https://twitter.com/WOAH_Asia
https://bulletin.woah.org/


THANK YOU 
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