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The WOAH role in  the management of 

animal welfare 

issues during natural disasters
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Infectious diseases, including 
emerging zoonoses and 
vector-borne pathogens

Geological events: 
earthquakes, volcanoes and 

tsunami

Transport and maritime 
accidents, including oil spills

Adverse weather and climatic 
events: storms, floods, fire 

and drought

Technological disasters and contamination 
of food and feed chains

Hazards relevant to Veterinary and Aquatic Health Services that may trigger National Emergencies

Agro-crime, agro-terrorism, 
cybersecurity, conflict, refugees
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Veterinary Service contingency plans, for animal disease outbreaks or any other hazards, acknowledged within 
the overarching national framework for emergency management 
                                                                          
                                                                      (from: OIE Guidelines on Disaster Management and Risk Reduction in relation to Animal Health and Welfare and Veterinary Public Health) 
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A three-year pilot project was launched in 2018 for the Balkan countries 
(Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Kosovo, 

Montenegro, North Macedonia, Romania and Serbia), aiming at building  a 
culture of emergency preparedness among Veterinary Services and relevant 

stakeholders 

COMPLETED
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ü Three most commonly reported disasters are FLOOD - FIRES 
and EARTHQUAKES

ü National DMRR plans proritize livestock (48%), companion 
animals(35%), zoo and acquatic (21%), wildlife(19%), lab 
animals (17%) and others

ü 60%  AW incorporated in the National Disaster Management 
and Risk Reduction Plan

ü 33% Contingency Plans for AW emergencies

ü 17% Standard Operating Procedures 

ü 27% train for AW emergencies 

ü 15% conduct simulation exercises for AW emergencies 
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• Animal and public health aspects

• Rescuers safety & biosecurity risks

• Environmental consequences

• Economic implications

• Ethical dimension

TRIAGE - A veterinary challenge, not only an 
animal welfare issue……   
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12TAKE HOME MESSAGE

Veterinary Services should maintain a proactive attitude toward contingency 
planning, to be aligned with the need to coordinate crisis management efforts 
and mitigate the impact of disasters in a One Health perspective

The finalization of the WOAH Platform’s triannual pilot project in the Balkans 
should be seen as a starting point for the widest implementation of the 
WOAH Guidelines on Disaster Management and Risk Reduction in Europe.
 
At the request of Members, discussions are ongoing regarding the development 
of a Network of Contact Points on DMRR.
 
An Incident Management System is being developed to increase the WOAH 
resilience and capacity to support its Members in emergency situations. A side 
event at the 92nd GS is planned on this theme.
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