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Viet Nam

⚫ Area: 332,000 km2

⚫ Population: ~100 millions

 (14 millions working on 

agriculture)

⚫ Capital: Hanoi

⚫ Agriculture contributed to 

14% of national GDP.

⚫ Livestock production 

occupied about 25% of 

agriculture GDP.

(Source: GSO, 2023)
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Domestic Animals

Buffalo density (number of  
buffalo per km2)

Cattle density (number of  
cattle per km2)

Pig density (number of  pig per 
km2)

Chicken density (number of  
chicken per km2)

Duck density (number of  duck 
per km2)

Livestock 

production

The total animal production increases 

3.5% annually
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Livestock Population in 2024 (estimated)

• Swine: ~ 31.08 millions

• Poultry: ~ 575.1 millions

• Eggs: 20.2 billions 

• Cattle: 6.29 millions 

• Buffaloes: 2.07 millions

(Source: Department of Livestock Production, 2025) 5



Captive Wildlife

Source: Dr. Nhu Van Thu, FAO (2020)

6



Contents

• General Information

• Legal basis

• Disease Surveillance System of Vietnam

7



• Vet Law was approved by the 

National Assembly in 2015

• Decree 35/2016/NĐ-CP (with 

detailed regulations on a number of 

points from the Vet Law)

• Circular No. 07 dated 31 May 2016 

of MARD regulating terrestrial 

animal disease control & prevention Veterinary Law

Legal basics for disease control & prevention (1)

8



14 terrestrial animal diseases subject to report
According to Circular Letter 07/2016/TT-BNNPTNT and Amendments

1. High pathogenic Avian Influenza

2. Foot and mouth disease

3. PRRS

4. Anthrax

5. Classical Swine Fever

6. Leptospirosis

7. Rabies

8. Newcastle

9. Streptococcus suis

10. Trichinellosis

11. Tuberculosis 

12. Brucellosis 

13. African Swine Fever

14. Lump Skin Disease

Legal basics for disease control & prevention (2)
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https://thuvienphapluat.vn/van-ban/The-thao-Y-te/Thong-tu-07-2016-TT-BNNPTNT-phong-chong-dich-benh-dong-vat-tren-can-313499.aspx
https://thuvienphapluat.vn/van-ban/The-thao-Y-te/Thong-tu-07-2016-TT-BNNPTNT-phong-chong-dich-benh-dong-vat-tren-can-313499.aspx
https://thuvienphapluat.vn/van-ban/Linh-vuc-khac/Thong-tu-09-2021-TT-BNNPTNT-sua-doi-Thong-tu-07-2016-TT-BNNPTNT-484930.aspx


Other Circulars

▪ Circular 24/2022/TT-BNNPTNT (disease-free zone and 

compartmentalization)

▪ Circular 29/2016/TT-BNNPTNT (standards for veterinary 

officers at commune level)

▪ Circular 25/2016/TT-BNNPTNT (quarantine of animals and 

animal products)

▪ Joint circular 16/2013/TTLT-BYT-BNN&PTNT (instruction of 

zoonotic diseases control and prevention)
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National Plans And Programs

1. The plan on increasing veterinary 

management capacity at every 

levels from 2021-2030 (Decision 

No. 414/QĐ-TTg, issued on 

22/3/2021 by the Government of 

Viet Nam)

2. National plan on Conducting 

focused missions to improve 

management capacity, control 

anima diseases and ensure food 

safety for animal products from 

2023-2030 (Decision No. 889/QĐ-

TTg issued on 25/7/2023).

11
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Prime Minister approved 5 priority disease control

1. Avian influenza: National plan for prevention and control of 

HPAI, period 2019 - 2025 (Decision No. 172/QD-TTg dated 

February 13, 2019)

2. African swine fever (ASF): National plan for prevention and 

control of ASF, period 2020 - 2025 (Decision No. 972/QD-TTg 

dated July 7, 2020)

3. Foot-and-mouth disease (FMD): National program for 

prevention and control of FMD, period 2021 - 2025 (Decision No. 

1632/QD-TTg dated October 22, 2020)

4. Lumpy skin disease: National plan for prevention and control of 

ASF in cattle, period 2022 - 2030 (Decision No. 1814/QD-TTg 

dated 28/10/2021)

5. Rabies: National Program on Rabies Prevention and Control, 

period 2022 - 2030 (Decision No. 2151/QD-TTg dated December 

21, 2021) 12



On 21 May 2023, MARD and WOAH signed a joint agreement, 

which includes agreement on building capacity for the veterinary 

sector of Viet Nam
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Department of Animal Health - DAH

I. Divisions of DAH
1. Personnel and Administration

2. Epidemiology

3. Aquatic Animal Health

4. Inspection & Quarantine

5. Drug & Vaccine Management

6. Veterinary Public Health

7. Legislation & Inspection

8. Planning & Science

9. International Cooperation and Communication

10. Finance

II. Institutions of DAH
- Regional Animal Health Office No. I – VII)

- Regional Sub-departments of Animal Quarantine 

and Inspection: Quang Ninh, Lang Son, Lao Cai)

- National Center for Veterinary Diagnosis

- National Center for Vet. Drugs Control No. I, II

- National Center for Vet. Hygiene Inspection No. I, II

Ministry of Agriculture & Rural 

Development

Provincial Sub-

Department of Animal 

Health

- District Veterinary 

Stations

- Domestic Inspec. Station

Communal Vet. Team

National Institute of 

Veterinary Research

Veterinary Drug and 

Vaccine Companies

Institute of Veterinary 

Research and Development 

of Central Vietnam

Veterinary Schools

Provincial Department 

of Agriculture and 

Rural Development

Direct Management Technical Relation

Structure of Animal Health Offices



Location of RAHOs
RAHO VII

RAHO VI

RAHO V

RAHO III

RAHO I

RAHO II

RAHO IV

Lao Cai Regional Sub-Department 
of Animal Quarantine

Lang Son Regional Sub-Department of 
Animal Quarantine

Quang Ninh Regional Sub-Department 
of  Animal Quarantine
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7 Regional 

Animal Health 

Office (RAHO)

63 Provincial offices of 

Sub-department of 

Animal Health (SDAH)

694 office of 

District Veterinary 

Station (DVS)

Location of Animal Health Offices in Vietnam
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MARD

DAH

Sub-DAH

Communal Veterinary Team

Farmers

Communal People’s Committee

District People’s Committee

Provincial People's Committee

District Veterinary Station

RAHO NCVD
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The paper and regular mail is being used for animal disease notification

Animal disease information flow
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MARD WOAH

DAHCITES Viet Nam
General Department of 

Preventive Medicine, MOH

Provincial 

CDC

National Center for 

Vet Diagnostics

Provincial SDAH 

for forestry

Regional Animal 

Health Offices

Provincial 

SDAH

Nature 
wildlife

Captive 
wildlife

Zoonoses

Zoonoses

Zoonoses* Wildlife 

rescue center

* Zoo

Pasteur Institutes

District Station for 
forestry protection

Disease report for wildlife
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WAHIS is operated by the OIE to 

handle disease notifications and 

reports from Member Countries. 

WAHIS can be accessed publicly. 

World Animal Health Information System (WAHIS)
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https://wahis.woah.org/#/home
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_oie_listed_disease.htm#chapitre_oie_listed_diease
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_oie_listed_disease.htm#chapitre_oie_listed_diease


The Program for Monitoring Emerging 

Diseases (ProMED) is a program of 

the International Society for Infectious 

Diseases (ISID). 

EMPRES-i is a global animal 

disease information system 

described by FAO since 2014

Other animal disease information systems in the world
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https://promedmail.org/
http://www.isid.org/
http://www.isid.org/
https://empres-i.apps.fao.org/


Vietnam Animal Health Information System (VAHIS)

Officially launched in 

August 2018
22



Collect, manage data and provide tools for descriptive analysis
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Veterinary laboratory capacity 

8 veterinary laboratories (1 BSL 3 & 7 BSL 2 Plus) for 

animal disease diagnostic and surveillance purpose 24



Veterinary laboratory capacity
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Animal disease surveillance in Vietnam

Surveillance

Active surveillance

Passive surveillance

Labs of 

vet offices 

at all level

Post-vaccination monitoring

Disease surveillance

Outbreak investigation

Labs

Report

From animal health workers

From livestock farmers

Farmers and animal health workers play a key role

The surveillance system for animal diseases in Vietnam 
starts from grass-root level to national level
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Some examples
Passive surveillance
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Anthrax outbreak investigation and control in 2023
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Covid-19 in a 

Hippopotamus in 

Hanoi zoo in 2023
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• At 26 provinces

• 3 largest LBM/province

• 15 chickens + 15 ducks + 

5 feacal swabs/LBM

• Monthly sampling

• Testing at RAHOs by 

Realtime RT PCR with 

the same protocol and 

reagents

• Isolates have been 

sequenced

HPAI active surveillance at 

national level (of CDC and FAO)
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HPAI surveillance of FAO

During 2020 - 2022
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32

H7N9 surveillance of FAO

By Penside PCR

No H7N9 was detected



Avian Influenza Surveillance 

at Swiftlet houses
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Swine Influenza Surveillance
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Joint surveillance 

 Longitudinal Influenza Surveillance Network - LISN

”LISN” help increasing capacity, information sharing, knowledge and analysis

Human Poultry Swine Wildlife

SARI/ILI 

Hospital

EBS/IBS

Hospital
PREDICT

Human 

disease 

surveillance

AIV 

surveillance in 

poultry

Influenza 

surveillance in 

swine

PREDICT

Wildlife

Surveillance

Source: DAH & FAO
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Sampling for Anthrax and Brucellosis 

surveillance in six Northwestern provinces
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Wildlife health surveillance in Viet Nam

• PREDICT (project EPT-2) – supported by USAID from 
2010-2020

• Targeted pathogens: CoV, PmV, Influenza, FlaviV, FiloV

• WildHealthNet – supported by DTRA from 2018-2022

• Targeted pathogens: AIV, ASF, CoV, Rickettsia

• Screening surveillance: Wildlife mortality and morbidity 
report

Source: WCS, 2022
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Avian influenza in wild birds in Viet Nam

Outbreak investigation in Dong Thap – 4/2021

• Discover four dead and infected wild birds in Dong Thap.

• Two Asian openbill were positive with H5N1 in Tram Chim National 

Park.

 

Source: WCS, 2022
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Sarbeco virus surveillance in pangolins

Results from sampling and testing 246 illegally traded 
pangolins: Seven individuals were positive with Sarbeco virus

Nga, Latinne et al, 2022

Source: WCS, 2022
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A/H5N1 virus was detected in captive tigers in Dong Nai 

& Long An provinces during August – September 2024 

40

40



Number of samples collected
(24 – 25 October 2024)

Long An province

Location Number FluA H5 / N1

Zoo 60 0 -

Slaughter 

House

30 0 -

Live Bird 

Market

30 0 -

Total 120 0 -

Location Number FluA H5 / N1

Zoo 60 0 -

Slaughter 

House

30 0 -

Live Bird 

Market

30 0 -

Total 120 0 -

Dong Nai province
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Summary of Field & Laboratory Investigation

• Genotype analysis indicates 

all viruses are of the 

reassortant 2.3.2.1e 

genotype 

• Phylogenetic reconstruction 

indicates single source 

exposure, with minimal 

evidence of cat-to-cat 

transmission

• Available data indicates 

putative exposure to viruses 

from domestic poultry

• Transmission between the 

zoos / animals is most 

likely via workers / visitors
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH
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