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Shipping brain samples from South Asian countries 
to India for
 
  Lab. diagnosis
  Identifying sub lineage of RABV

Crucial steps:
  Proper handling,
  Safety
  Compliance with regulations 
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General SOP

Sample Collection: Collection of Brain Tissue:

 By a trained veterinarian or lab. technician.

 Sampled immediately PM 

 Use PPE

 Packaging for Transport

 

Primary        Secondary  Outer / Tertiary

Other samples: Saliva(?), Serum 
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FTA cards (Flinders Technology Associates cards) 
specially designed filter paper cards  for collection, 
stabilization, and transport of biological samples, 
particularly nucleic acids (DNA/RNA).

✓A practical, cost-effective, and safe solution for the shipping of 

biological samples internationally. 

✓Stabilize nucleic acids, simplify logistics, and reduce regulatory 

challenges.

✓Transporting biological materials like DNA or RNA across 

borders. 

✓Provide significant advantages in terms of convenience, cost, 

and regulatory compliance.

✓Whatman (Cytiva), Flinders Technologies, Thermo Fisher, LGC 

Biosearch, and Merck (Millipore Sigma)



Required Documentation
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Receiving in India

Customs Clearance:

✓Arrival in India

✓Package must go through customs clearance

✓The receiving laboratory need to ensure 
compliance with Indian regulations.
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Documents required  as per International Air 
Transport Association (IATA) guidelines

.
IATA sets guidelines for transportation of biologicals: Infectious substances,        

                                                                                Clinical samples

✓ Shipper's Declaration for Dangerous Goods (SDDG) –  Category A substances.                     

                                                                                      Rabies virus (UN 2814) 

✓ Air Waybill (AWB): Category B.
✓ Dangerous Goods Labels and Markings -biohazard symbols and UN numbers.
✓ Packing Instructions – as per IATA DGR (PI 620, PI 621, etc.).
✓ Certificate of Non-Infectious Status – for Category B shipments.
✓ Import/Export Permits – required by certain countries.
✓ Customs Declarations – for clearance.
✓ Temperature Control Documentation – if applicable.
✓ Additional Documentation – for specific materials (e.g., GMOs, viral samples)
✓ IATA training helps lab personnel understand international regulations, from 

WHO, International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), and the World Customs 
Organization (WCO).
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Srilankan Example: Brain samples Hand carried
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Issued by Director (Operations), Dept. of Wildlife 
Conservation, 811 A,  Jayanthipura Road, Battaramulla, 
Sri Lanka,Dt.13-01-2023
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Dispatch of biological tissue samples to WOAH ref lab.,

India

Issued by  Director, PH Veterinary Services, Srilanka 
on 16-01-2023. 3rd SA-RABNET Meeting_03.03.2025



Test report
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Molecular characterization of RABV from Sri lanka

Samples list No. of 
samples

Jackal 21

Cow 10

Dog 4

Goat 4

Cat 1

Deer 1

Total no. 41

Indian subcontinent lineage

Samples received from: Dept. of rabies and vaccine QC., 
                                               Medical Research Institute
                                               Colombo 8, Srilanka on 20/01/2023

3rd SA-RABNET Meeting_03.03.2025



Strategies suggested to employ for the control rabies in 
dogs and other domestic animals in Srilanka
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THANK YOU 

Lets join hands to end human deaths due to dog mediated rabies 
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