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Background and consideration points



• Impact on biodiversity conservation and ecosystem services

• ASF in endangered wild suids
• HPAI in mammals and endangered species
• PPR in Saiga antelope

• Impact on livestock and food security

• HPAI (mass mortality – 200 M losses since Oct 2021)

• ASF (1.5 M losses since January 2021)

• Impact on human health

• Zoonotic influenza (HPAI - H5N1 and risk of pandemic)

• Rabies (dog-transmitted but also wildlife transmitted)

Disease reporting in wildlife – why it is so important
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Disease reporting in wildlife – why it is so important

https://www.cms.int/en/publication/h5n1-high-pathogenicity-avian-influenza-wild-birds-unprecedented-conservation-impacts



Disease reporting in wildlife – why it is so important

https://www.woah.org/en/document/avian-influenza-understanding-new-dynamics-to-better-combat-the-disease/



• One health approach to disease surveillance and report in wildlife

• Data sharing and collaborative approach 

One health perspective and collaborative approach

“Human health and animal health are interdependent and bound 
to the health of the ecosystems in which they exist.”



Disease reporting and WOAH – the Wildlife Health Framework

https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Internationa_Standard_Setting/docs/pdf/WGWildlife/A_Wildlifehealth_conceptnote.pdf

https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Internationa_Standard_Setting/docs/pdf/WGWildlife/A_Wildlifehealth_conceptnote.pdf


Disease reporting and WOAH – the Wildlife Health Framework

58,000 OBs (40%) 
in wildlife

ASF (N=42,000), 
and HPAI 

(N=10,000)
the most reported

447 species

OB = Outbreaks



• Always consider surveillance activities in place

How to interpret reporting in wildlife

Number of diseases listed by WOAH for which surveillance is reported in terrestrial wildlife (data referring to situation reported 
by countries to WOAH in 2019 – being the most recent year with almost all countries having sent reports). 



• Several gaps in surveillance and reporting diseases in wildlife – WOAH survey

Gaps, challenges and opportunities



• Wildlife health surveillance to understand and manage risks to animal and public 

health.

• Challenges addressed through One Health approach.

• Need for national capacity assessments to prioritise investments. 

• Wildlife and environmental considerations absent from the most recent health 
security capacity assessments

• Adoption of digital surveillance systems to optimise data flow and data collection, 

analysis, reporting and sharing might facilitate intersectoral, national and inter-

national collaborations. 

• Increased consideration of wildlife and environmental changes as the major 

source of emerging zoonoses could help in understanding and managing risks to 

animal and public health.

Closing remarks and key messages



Thank 
you
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