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ASEAN-Tripartite Rabies 

Meeting, Hanoi, 4-6 Dec 2018 

Key Outputs:

• Make rabies a notifiable disease

• Develop national action plans 

• Upscale dog vaccination

• Develop regional preparedness plans, capacity building and human vaccine 

stockpiling

• Promote integrated bite case management (IBCM)

• Develop regional elimination project funded through regional mechanisms 

SAARC-Tripartite Rabies 

Meeting, Kathmandu, 

Nepal, 26-28 June 2019 



Key progress in countries

Key areas

National Strategic Plans 

on rabies

India – State level Action Plan for Rabies Elimination in many States

Cambodia, Bhutan, Lao PDR, Sri Lanka, – multisectoral plans

Enhanced rabies 

surveillance capacity

Laboratory diagnostic training for South Asia and South East Asia (2023, 2024)

Mass dog vaccination 

(MDV)

WOAH training on MDV for the Asia Pacific Region (2024)

Dog population 

management (DPM)

Bhutan – achieved 100% sterilisation and vaccination in free-roaming dogs with micro-

chipping of pets

Oral rabies vaccination 

initiatives

Indonesia, Thailand completed pilot studies

Thailand using ORV as part of official vaccination program

Cambodia - pilot studies completed in 2024

Indonesia – Rabitec® oral rabies vaccine now registered and officially approved for use



Asia-Pacific Rabies Meeting
16-18 July 2024, Bangkok, Thailand

42 government representatives from 14 rabies-endemic 

countries from human and animal health sectors

Recommendation for countries

• Identify rabies focal points in both sectors.

• Innovate advocacy efforts and sustain political 

commitment and resources.

• Ensure costed and endorsed national strategic plans.

• Strengthen rabies surveillance at all levels.

• Ensure functional intersectoral collaboration.

• Ensure the use of quality human and animal vaccines.

• Strengthen cross-border coordination and collaboration.

• Explore the use of oral rabies vaccines.



Regional Training Workshop on Rabies Diagnosis for South-East Asia 
21-25 October 2024, Bengaluru, India

WHO CC National Institute of Mental Health & Neurosciences (NIMHANS)

WOAH RL KVAFSU-CVA Rabies Diagnostic Laboratory, Dept. of Veterinary 

Microbiology, Veterinary college KVAFSU, Bengaluru 

Enhance laboratory 
capacity

Improve surveillance

Establish a foundation for 
IBCM

Foster networking and 
coordination across 

laboratories

Facilitate collaboration 
between sectors

15 participants from human and animal 

health sectors from 8 South and South-East 

Asian countries 



WHO activities
Strategic plan, policies and 

guidance
Surveillance, M&E

Regional Technical Advisory
Group (RTAG) established in
2023

https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/28-02-2024-rabies-post-exposure-prophylaxis-decision-tree--decide-with-confidence
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/publications/i/item/SEA-CD-339
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/376636/9789290211327-eng.pdf?sequence=4
https://extranet.who.int/dhis2-indiv/dhis-web-commons/security/login.action


WHO activities

• Stakeholder engagement 
• Facilitation of cross-border coordination and 

collaboration
• WHO Collaboration Centres network

Implementation of Integrated Bite Case
Management (IBCM) as part of a one health
program for rabies at primary health care level in
Kerala: cost-effectiveness, challenges and
solutions (Government Medical College, Kerala,
India)

Network and stakeholder 
engagement

Research and innovation

Support for 
eligible countries 
to develop 
successful Gavi 
applications



WHO: Country support (Examples)

Support for joint National 
Strategic Plan (NSP) 
development in Bangladesh 
including costing and 
development of IBCM guidelines

• Rapid risk assessment,
• orientation training for 

healthcare workers,
• support to establish guidance on 

rabies prophylaxis and case 
management,

• integrating rabies into school 
health curricula, and

• stakeholder coordination and 
NSP development in Timor-Leste

Support for National and State-
level action plan development 
for rabies elimination in India 



WOAH activities

Asia Pacific Rabies Meeting, Bangkok, Thailand, 16-18 July 2024



2nd WOAH Regional Training on Mass Dog Vaccination
November 2024, Chiangmai, Thailand

•
•
•

Capacity building activities



WOAH Sub-Regional Training Workshop on Animal Rabies Diagnosis 

for South Asia

WOAH Regional Virtual Training Workshop on Molecular Epidemiology 

Techniques (MET) for Rabies (2021, 2022, 2023)

Key topics

1. Training on molecular epidemiology techniques

2. Sharing phylogenetic analysis information on rabies virus 

across the region

3. Follow-up experience sharing & joint projects by Members & 

WOAH Reference Laboratory at CVRI



•

Regional/sub-regional support

South Asia Rabies Laboratory Network (SA-RABNET)

•



At the national level, WOAH implements a set of complementary activities to support its 

Members:

• Providing guidance and technical support to update the national rabies control and elimination Strategy

(Cambodia)

• Involving local authorities and city mayors in the fight against rabies (Indonesia)

• Dog population estimation/demographics (Bali, West Timor)

• PVS evaluation focus rabies (Indonesia)

• National Bridging Workshop Rabies focused (Bali)

• Providing access to the WOAH Rabies Vaccine Bank upon requests from its Members (Indonesia, 

Cambodia, Brunei, Timor Leste)

• Supporting ORV pilot campaigns (Thailand)

• Communication materials produced (eg: Protect Communities: Indonesia's Great Effort to Combat Rabies 

- YouTube and Rabies - WOAH - Asia)

Activities in South-east Asia

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7EgnluLvNM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7EgnluLvNM
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/rabies/


26



27

WOAH Supported piloting of Oral Rabies Vaccination (ORV)  in 
Cambodia, February 2024

A sachet/blister that is 
completely punctured at 
several points thus indicating 
successful vaccination.

A free-roaming dog chewing the egg bait 
containing rabies vaccine inside.

The oral rabies vaccine 
baits (egg-based) ready for 
use

We supported the General Directorate for Animal Health and Production in piloting the 

use of 1000 doses of third generation live modified rabies vaccines (SPBN GASGAS 

strain) produced as Rabitec® from Ceva. We vaccinated the owned free-roaming dogs 

in Takeo Province of Cambodia. Safety and efficacy results are promising.



ORV - Thailand

• ORV campaign started in Jan 2024

Parenteral 

vaccine



•

•

•

•

•

•

WAY FORWARD: How WOAH 

can support to end rabies



WAY FORWARD: How YOU can support to end rabies

Focus on 

“Addressing 

disease at 

animal 

source”

Prevent 

disease in 

humans
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