
ASEAN Rabies Meeting: Development of ASEAN Rabies 

Elimination Strategy (ARES) Implementation Plan
24-26 February 2025, Thailand 

Historical Implementation of ARES 
from 2014 to 2024

Dr Ronello Abila
WOAH Consultant



ASEAN Rabies meeting in 2008, Vietnam



ASEAN-Tripartite Rabies workshop - 2012



ASEAN Inter-Sectoral Workshop on Rabies Prevention and Control
Danang, Vietnam (October 15-17 2013)



• ARES had been endorsed by the 36th ASEAN Ministerial 
Meeting on Agriculture and Forestry (AMAF) and the 
12th ASEAN Health Ministers Meeting (AHMM) in 
September 2014. 

ARES





• AEGCD-ASWGL joint consultative workshop on 30-31st March 2015 in Chiang Mai, Thailand 

ARES Implemenation Plan - 2015



ARES M&E Framework - 2016



Review of ARES 2015-2017 (Phase 1), preliminary findings 
• Incidence of human rabies did not substantially change during 2015-2017
• Dog vaccination coverage did not significantly increase within the same period

Recommendations from the Meeting to strengthen rabies elimination programs: 
• Need for more financial resources to sustain rabies control and elimination programmes, 
• Need for stronger legislative and law enforcement support to implement regulatory measures
• Revision of ARES including to extend the timeline and align with the 2030 global goal and targets

ASEAN-Tripartite Rabies Meeting - 2018



ARES review - 2023

Virtual consultations

Endorsement ASEAN process



Revised ARES



• Rabies Situation
• Fluctuating human cases in endemic countries, and significant incursions in new 

territories crossing national borders (eg. Borneo and Timor islands)

• Technical developments
• Improve diagnostics, effective parenteral vaccines for dogs; pilot application of ORV; 

expansion of intradermal PEP

• Various tools developed by various organizations coordinated by UAR

• Political support 
• ARES endorsement by AMAF and AHMM, but need more active engagement  to use 

these documents to mobilize poilitical and financial support

• Intermittent rabies crisis sometimes get political attention leading to resource 
mobilization

What has transpired since 2008 ? 
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Hierarchy for effective rabies control
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Thank You!
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