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Eliminating dog-mediated rabies as a public health problem

Rabies Indicator 2020 (estimate) 2030

# countries having achieved zero human 
deaths from dog-transmitted rabies

80/169 
(47%)

155/169 
(92%)

# countries having reduced mortality due to 
dog-transmitted human rabies by 50%

100/169 
(59%)

169/169 
(100%)

# countries having reached 70% vaccination 
coverage of dogs in high-risk areas

63/169 
(37%)

154/169 
(91%)

The “Zero by 30” plan is a 
coordinated strategy to act now

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240010352
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/272756


Putting rabies behind you – Milestones on your journey
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Endorsed official dog rabies control programme (WOAH)

VALIDATION of elimination of dog-mediated human rabies 
deaths (WHO) = Global goal of « Zero by 30 »

Self-Declaration of freedom from dog-mediated rabies 
(WOAH)

Self-Declaration of freedom from rabies (WOAH)

VERIFICATION (WHO and WOAH) = interrupting rabies 
transmission

Further information, Template dossier (EN, FR, SP)

https://www.who.int/teams/control-of-neglected-tropical-diseases/rabies/elimination-of-rabies-as-a-public-health-problem
https://www.who.int/teams/control-of-neglected-tropical-diseases/rabies/elimination-of-rabies-as-a-public-health-problem
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/template-dossier-for-validation-of-elimination-of-dog-mediated-human-rabies-as-a-public-health-problem


WOAH endorsement of official rabies control programmes
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WOAH endorsement of official rabies control programmes
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Guidance documents

• Standard operating procedures

• Questionnaire to compile documented evidence of 
compliance with requirements

• Guidance document on application

• Form for annual reconfirmation

• www.woah.org/en/disease/rabies/#ui-id-2 

http://www.woah.org/en/disease/rabies/#ui-id-2
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Core-Requirements for Validation



WHO Template dossier for Validation of “Zero human deaths”
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WHO Template dossier for Validation of “Zero human deaths”
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• DATA IS KEY: 
Implementation and 
success of 
programmatic activities 
must be documented 

• Editable template 
version available online 

https://www.who.int/publications/
m/item/template-dossier-for-
validation-of-elimination-of-dog-
mediated-human-rabies-as-a-
public-health-problem 

WHO - Validation Page 

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/template-dossier-for-validation-of-elimination-of-dog-mediated-human-rabies-as-a-public-health-problem
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/template-dossier-for-validation-of-elimination-of-dog-mediated-human-rabies-as-a-public-health-problem
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/template-dossier-for-validation-of-elimination-of-dog-mediated-human-rabies-as-a-public-health-problem
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/template-dossier-for-validation-of-elimination-of-dog-mediated-human-rabies-as-a-public-health-problem
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/template-dossier-for-validation-of-elimination-of-dog-mediated-human-rabies-as-a-public-health-problem
https://www.who.int/teams/control-of-neglected-tropical-diseases/rabies/elimination-of-rabies-as-a-public-health-problem


Data needs for validation linked to ARES Outcomes
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Communities 
empowered to reduce 

rabies risks 

Awareness campaigns

Education activities

Dog bite prevention

Dog rabies controlled 
& treatment of 
humans widely 

available 

Availability and provision 
of PEP

Dog vaccination 
campaigns

DPM measures and 
movement regulations

Diagnostic capacity, 
sampling and testing

One Health approach 
implemented

WOAH endorsement of 
official control 

programme (if available)

Partnerships and inter-
sectorial committees

Efforts to investigate 
cases/intervention 

coverage in difficult-to-
reach populations

Policy/Legislative 
framework and 

resources available

Regulatory framework 
and policies 

National rabies control 
strategy

Data collection and 
management system/ 

Reporting of data

Resources



Process of Validation
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DOSSIER 
PREPARATION

• Template

DOSSIER 
SUBMISSION

• MoH

• through WHO 
Representative

DOSSIER REVIEW

• WHO

• Experts

RECOMMENDATION

• Validating the dossier

• Postponing the 
decision



Validation is not the end
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Maintaining efforts to break 
transmission cycle 
- Post-validation surveillance
- Continued commitment and 

implementation of rabies control 
strategies 

- Early detection of imported cases 
- Contingency measurements 

Verification of interrupting rabies 
transmission (declaring rabies freedom)
- Absence of dog-mediated rabies cases 

in humans and animals for at least 24 
months

- Extended dossier will be jointly 
reviewed by WHO and WOAH



WOAH self-declaration of 
Animal Health Status
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Highlighting the successes and progresses when we can
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• Does your country still have dog-mediated rabies, but a robust One Health control plan is in 
place? 

Veterinary services should contact WOAH regarding endorsement of official control programme 
for dog-mediated rabies.

• Has your country had zero human deaths from dog-mediated rabies for at least 24 months?
Health authorities should contact WHO regarding validation procedures.

• Is your country free of dog-mediated rabies? 
Veterinary authorities should contact WOAH regarding self-declaration of freedom from dog-
mediated rabies.
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