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Example of communication campaigns (Sri 

Lanka) 



Being an island

In mid 1970s’ ……..377 cases

At present 30 human cases/year

Mainly by dog bites

Control of 
Human Rabies 
and way 
towards 
eradication by 
2030



Normal control mechanism

• Collaborative effort of 

• Universities

• Department of Health (DH)

• Department of Animal Production 
and Health (DAPH)

• Municipal Councils (MC)

• Private Veterinary Clinics

• Drug companies

• Funds 

• Annual funds

• Sponsorships

• Animal welfare organizations



Method of vaccination against Rabies  
  
• Human & pet animals

• Pre exposure vaccine

• Post exposure vaccine

• For animals administered at 

• Free  - government Veterinary 
clinics

• Subsidized cost – government 
Veterinary clinics & Municipal 
Councils

• Private Veterinary clinics



Communication campaign on World Rabies Day 28th 
September
• Free field and office vaccination 

camps

• By government DH, DAPH, MC

• Private Veterinary clinics



• Awareness

• Pet owners, gov officers, school 
children

Communication campaign on World Rabies Day 28th 
September



• Awareness

• General public

 Mass media – TV & Radio

 social media -  Youtube, 
   Facebook

Communication campaign on World Rabies Day 28th 
September





Video 



• Awareness

• General public

 printed media – leaflets

   posters

 

Communication campaign on World Rabies Day 28th 
September



• Awareness

• Indirect awareness

 animal shows

 animal field clinics

 

Communication campaign on World Rabies Day 28th 
September



• Awareness

• Indirect awareness

 Exhibitions 

 Competitions for school children

Communication campaign on World Rabies Day 28th 
September

WE
 FOR 

ANIMALS



Being an island

1st case reported 2023? Illegal meat import???

2nd outbreak details 2024

 VS ranges affected 64

 Farms affected 556

 Deaths 25490

Introduction mainly by ……………..

illegal import???

Import of meat for personal use????

Visitors/visiting foreign farms/exhibitions/trade shows???

Control of 
African Swine 
Fever (ASF) and 
way towards 
eradication



New crisis

panic among 
farmers and 
consumers

• Objective 

• Quick eradication

• Practice GAHP in farms



Communication towards control

• Gazette – to control slaughter and 
transport of animals spread

• Press release to farmers and 
general public



Communication towards control

• Development of guidelines, 
standards, SOP,

• Issue of internal circulars

• Register piggeries, slaughter 
houses



Communication towards control

• Awareness 

• General public & farmers

 Mass media – TV & Radio

 social media -  Youtube, 
   Facebook



Thank you

Organization – Department of 
Animal Production and Health 
Address – Peradeniya, Sri Lanka
Contact Info – 
daphhrdles@gmail.com
Website – www.daph.gov.lk

Social Media Information
Facebook – DAPH Extension
Youtube Livestock Television
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