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Improving disease notification to WOAH: 
Asia-Pacific experience in supporting early threat 
warning (active search activity)



One of WOAH 's missions: to ensure 
transparency of the animal disease situation 
worldwide.

To meet this objective, WOAH collects official 
notifications of animal diseases from its Members 
and disseminates the information to the 
international community.

Ensuring Transparency - one of WOAH's missions



WAHIS
• WAHIS, a global database for 

official animal health 
information 

• Maintains by WOAH

• Since 2005, WAHIS tracks 
diseases for domestic 
animals, wildlife & zoonoses 
diseases.



Raising awareness through WAHIS

Notifications published on 
social media



Title: Supporting early threat warning project for WOAH 7ᵗʰ Strategic Plan funded by the 
Australian Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF). 

Aim: to promote transparency in disease reporting and sharing.

Objective: to strengthen WOAH’s early warning systems in Asia and the Pacific region 
through intelligence-gathering, active search activity (rumour tracking), and information 
sharing.

 Target participants: WOAH Members and territories in Asia and the Pacific region. 

Components: 
1.Intelligence gathering - gap analysis
2.consultancy Asia-Pacific rumour tracking 
3.Development & implementation of a strategy – information sharing

Project background



EIOS

• Early 2024, Asia-Pacific team tracks rumors 
related to animal diseases and creates 
weekly summaries of this information, for 
internal dissemination within WOAH.

• Epidemic Intelligence from Open Sources 
(EIOS) - WHO's initiative uses open-source 
data to speed up detection and response to 
health emergencies.

https://www.who.int/initiatives/eios



EIOS

Daily screening of the web for all listed 
and emerging diseases

15,000 sources

500 disease categories

Local languages

100,000 – 150,000 news/year

Communication between WOAH and 
its Members



WOAH epidemic intelligence activity using EIOS

It allows specific research



WOAH epidemic intelligence activity using EIOS



Expected impacts of the project

Improve the trust in 
WAHIS data

Reduce delays in disease 
sharing and reporting at 

regional level

Improve WOAH capacity 
to monitor undetected 
events at regional level

Improve sensitivity of 
WAHIS system

Promote country/territory 
responsiveness & 
awareness of the 

importance of reporting



To improve detection & 
reporting

⚬Support WOAH in enhancing local data sources and categories in the 
EIOS 
⚬Address and prioritise the key gaps identified in the project to 

enhance disease detection and reporting

To improve 
communication

⚬Become a leader in advocating for the benefits of transparent disease 
reporting
⚬Share examples of both positive and negative consequences resulting 

from early detection, sharing, reporting of disease events 
⚬Enhance the speed and effectiveness of communication with WOAH 

regarding any clarification requests arising from rumour tracking 
activities

To improve 
detection & 

reporting

How can you contribute to the success of this initiative?



https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/strengthening-early-threat-warning-in-the-region/

Learn more about the project

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/strengthening-early-threat-warning-in-the-region/


WOAH needs your 
support!

• Sharing information for disease notification

• Supporting the WOAH initiative to enhance local sources and 
categories within the EIOS system



Who to contact at WOAH

Dr Jacqueline Lusat, Animal Health Information Officer: 
j.lusat@woah.org

Dr Bolortuya Perevsuren, Animal Health Officer: 
b.perevsuren@woah.org

Dr Paolo Tizzani, Senior Veterinary Epidemiologist at the Data Integration Department: 
p.tizzani@woah.org



Thank you
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