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Introduction

▪ Emerging infectious diseases

▪ Wildlife diseases 

▪ Human/animal/environment

al health threat 

▪ Capacity to prevent or 

mitigate pathogen spillover,

▪ Wildlife health surveillance 

system 

▪ Technical guidance for the 

implementation of wildlife 

health surveillance in Laos 

PDR

▪ Support national 

governments in reaching 

their strategic objectives to 

combat the threat of 

emerging infectious diseases 

on public health, 

biodiversity, and regional 

development and stability. 

▪ Be in line international 

standards ang guidance of 

the WOAH



Timeline of the SOP

2010

2014

2017

DTRA-WHN

2018

2021

(Introduced and developed 
the SOP)

Officially approved by 
Prime minister of MAF

Aug 2022

National Wildlife 
Health Surveillance 
Committee was 
established
(MAF-MoH-MONRE)

Dec 2022

(Research - Zoonoses 
surveillance)

USAID-PREDICT
EU-LACANET

Illustration was 
completed

Dec 2023



Officially 
SOP 
launching
July 09,2024 in 
Vientiane, Lao PDR



Scope

This SOP is to be applied 

when wildlife is found 

sick or dead of unknown 

causes in natural 

habitats, wildlife farms, 

zoos, wildlife rescue and 

rehabilitation centres, 

circuses, along the trade 

chain, in communities, 

or otherwise.



Objective

To establish a functional surveillance network which responds to 
disease outbreaks and other health events in wildlife through 
inter-sectoral collaborations;

To serve as an implementation guide for unified, nation-wide 
surveillance and management of data on wildlife health;

To guide the early detection, risk assessment, investigation, and 
rapid respond to wildlife morbidity/mortality events in Laos;

To protect life of humans, animals, and the environment.



To ensure early detection of and response to disease events 

in wildlife and includes the following four sections:

1. SOP for when wildlife morbidity/mortality events are detected.

2. SOP for laboratory diagnostics of wildlife specimens.

3. SOP for wildlife disease outbreak management and control.

4. SOP for wildlife health data management.



SOP for when wildlife morbidity/mortality events are detected

The five steps to be followed:



Reporting step

(Government staff) 

(Staff of other 
organizations) 

( eneral public ) Village Head, Village authorities



Wildlife Health Surveillance Network 

Stakeholder Mapping and Reporting Line



Law on 
wild animal 

in Laos
2024

 



WildHealthNet: 
Building a National 

Wildlife Health 

Surveillance 

Network in Lao PDR

This initiative was supported by the Biological Threat Reduction 
Program of the US Department of Defense



WHN activities

Early detection, 
early response

Investigating 

sick or dead 

wildlife

Training frontline animal 
health & conservation 

staff

Surveillance of 
dangerous pathogens

Laboratory 
Capacity

Data 
Management

SOP for 
responding to 
wildlife health-
related events

Biosafety (PPE), 
sample collection, 
data collection & 

reporting

African Swine 

Fever

Avian Influenza

Rickettsiales (in 

rodents)

Improving 
capacity at 
government 

animal health lab

Policy

Gold-standard 

wildlife health 

data 

management 

platform 

SMART for Health



First detection 

of ASF in SE 

Asia wildlife

 : Local focal points, local government officers, other sector-specific points of contact



African Swine Fever

• Supporting passive participatory surveillance and reporting of 
wild boar carcasses by villagers, hunters, rangers, and animal 
health workers through community outreach

• Findings published (2020)



Denstedt et al. 2020



Future Plans

◦ Over 2434 SOP copies  will print out and disseminate 

to all provinces

◦ Continue with merging the activities in wild life 

surveillance with World wildlife day

◦  refreshing and active  the wildlife committee 
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