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Three characterize ASF in Europe

Wild boars
(main reservoir in most of Europe)

Backyard farms
(partly responsible for 

propagation in certain localities)

Commercial farms
Largest economic impact

Paramount 
importance of 
controling this

wildlife reservoir

Importance of 
awareness and 

biosecurity

Importance of 
biosecurity
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- Extant experience of ASFv in European settings:

- Serotype I outbreaks from 1957 to the 1990’s (South West Europe)

- Serotype II outbreaks since 2007 (Georgia)

- Continued progress on the disease ‘front’ and focal point introduction stress the importance of full 
public cooperation, especially in the backyard and wild boar compartments.

- Importance of communication and awareness is essential in disseminating acquired scientific 
knowledge

- In Europe as elsewhere, linguistic and cultural barriers are present

ASF: why a focus on communication in Europe
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Awareness – general communication by WOAH

WOAH projects within the GF-TADs

Communication
• Regular communication by regional twitter account on 

relevant regional themes
• Updated and improved website

Objectives:
- Keep ASF on the 

radar
- Put forward official 

WOAH Web Pages
- Remind the public 

that ASF is taken
seriously at global 
level
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Updating of the eDepository
• Europe has any languages, many societies, and several publics that are faced with ASF risks.

• Objective is to get the correct messages through to the correct public, keeping in mind efforts against 
disinformation

• eDepository approach: putting in common material created by Members to foster innovation in getting 
messages through

• Collated by public and country (for language purposes)

ASF Risk Communication and Community Engagement

Renewed ASF communication material webpage with a call to 
countries in the region to share communication materials, with a 
preliminary version of the website available here: A new depository 
on African Swine Fever - WOAH – Europe

https://rr-europe.woah.org/en/Projects/gf-tads-europe/standing-groups-of-experts-on-african-swine-fever-in-europe/a-new-depository-on-african-swine-fever/
https://rr-europe.woah.org/en/Projects/gf-tads-europe/standing-groups-of-experts-on-african-swine-fever-in-europe/a-new-depository-on-african-swine-fever/
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What we are planning in Europe – new eDepository

In the fundamental
information page, you can 
find curated links to the 
WOAH TAHC and other
information that sets the 
basic knowledge in the fight
against ASF

The general aim is to 
present all links with
explanations with a 
clear layout in four 
main blocks
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What we are planning in Europe – new eDepository

On the maps and history page, we have 
included a brief history of the disease in 
our region, along with no maps.

However, you will find links to sites with
maps, including WAHIS and Empress-i
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What we are planning in Europe – new eDepository

In the awareness material pages, we
have included awareness material
previously shared
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Summary/Lessons learned/Recommendations

Proper awareness is an essential element in eradication
• Several cases of eradication in Europe (Serotype I in Sardinia; Serotype II in 

Czech Republic, Germay, Belgium) – compliance of the publics is essential

• In all cases, compliance of hikers, hunters, farmers and truck drivers is 
essential – successful eradication efforts have been accompanied by major 
awareness campaigns.

Awareness is important within our own community as 
well
• Epidemiological situation evolves quickly

• Scientific and technical knowledge is also evolving, with many countries 
developing expertise. This can be shared at national level (field missions) or 
collectively (SGEs)
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Summary/Lessons learned/Recommendations

Next steps could consider investing more in social sciences to improve 
impact of awareness
• Increasing technical knowledge to defeat the disease and have succeeded in many cases

• Actions by the public can determine the success of eradication efforts

Fighting disinformation is essential
• Disinformation is spread for different reasons 

• Discover it, know it, fight it.



Thank You
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