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HISTORY: RAWS - first regional animal welfare strategy issued by WOAH.

OBJECTIVE: RAWS - developed to provide an overarching, agreed framework and guidance for WOAH 
Members, non-WOAH members and Partners in the region when implementing WOAH standards for animal 
welfare, and to serve as the basis for the development of Action Plans

2007 4th OIE Strategic Plan (2006-2010) established RAWS to promote animal welfare and OIE guideline

2008 RAWS endorsed by the OIE 78th General Session (May 2008) and RAWS 1st Edition published

2010 April 2010 - RAWS Coordination Group (CG) was created to manage RAWS

2013 RAWS 2nd Edition published

2015 RAWS Advisory Group replaces CG, assuming RAWS management under the Regional Commission

2022 Nov 2022 - RAWS AG reinstated. Regional Commission agreed to new membership and terms of reference.

2023 RAWS Third Action Plan (2024 – 2028) circulated; endorsed at the Regional Commission meeting May 2024

2024 RAWS AG seeks new member (EOI) & chair (nominations)



WOAH (the OIE) first agreed 
to include animal welfare in 

its strategy (2001-2005).

Standalone Global Animal 
Welfare Strategy adopted by 

Members in 2017, to deliver “A 
world where the welfare of 

animals is respected, promoted 
and advanced, in ways that 
complement the pursuit of 
animal health, human well-

being, socio-economic 
development and 

environmental sustainability”.
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2008 RAWS (Edition 1): to implement 
2005 animal welfare guidelines & 
coordinate activities/emerging issues.

2013 RAWS (Edition 2): updates 1st edition; 
maintains principles & vision of animal 
welfare progress alongside development.



RAWS Implementation Workshop, Siam City 
Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand, 3 - 4 Nov 2008

Workshop for OIE National FPs for Animal Welfare, 
Bangkok, Thailand 5 - 7 Apr 2010

RAWS Coordination Group Meeting, Siam City Hotel, 
Bangkok, Thailand, 19 - 20 Apr 2011

Regional Seminar for OIE National FPs for Animal 
Welfare, Tokyo, Japan, 30 Nov - 2 Dec 2011

RAWS Coordination Group 7th Meeting, Bangkok, 
Thailand, 24 Mar 2014RA
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Regional seminar for OIE national focal points for animal 
welfare, Tokyo, Japan, 30th Nov–2nd December 2011



Regional seminar for OIE national focal points for animal welfare, Seoul, 
Republic of Korea, 27th – 29th  August 2013

Regional seminar for OIE 
national focal points for 
animal welfare, 
Canberra, Australia, 
12th – 14th November 
2014

Regional animal welfare strategy for Asia, the Far East and Oceania 
regional meeting, back-to-back with the action plan writing group 
meeting 28th – 30th July 2015, Bangkok, Thailand

Regional training seminar for OIE national focal 
points on animal welfare 11th – 14th 
November 2019, Bali, Indonesia
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Year in review 2023 – 2024



Contributed to WOAH 33rd Conference of the 
Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific, 
New Delhi, India, 13 - 16 Nov 2023

Contributed to 5th WOAH Animal Welfare Global Forum: 
‘Developing national animal welfare legislation; different paths for 
the same destination’, 2-3 Nov 2023

Year in review 2023 – 2024 continued ...
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(long term objectives)
Stronger regional animal welfare achieved via 
standards development, capacity building, 
and education.

OUTCOME
(short & mid-term objectives)
• Promote animal welfare awareness through 

effective coordination, communication & training.
• Coordinate WOAH animal welfare standards 

regionally.
• Sustainable animal welfare advancements through 

regional & global R&D.
• Sustainably coordinate animal welfare efforts.

PRIORITY ACTIVITIES (2024 - 2025)
1. Continue RAWS News.
2. Revise RAWS document.
3. Regional animal welfare forum.
4. Enhance awareness of the RAWS.
5. Support WOAH Members & Partners to raise 

awareness of RAWS (i.e., conferences).
6. Promote understanding of and connection on 

One Health/Welfare nexus through webinar.



OBJECTIVES
1) Advise & guide on 

RAWS strategy,

2) review & maintain 
RAWS & Action Plan

3) RAWS coordination 
& communication 
support, and

4) raise awareness: 
regional animal 
welfare.

ACTIVITIES
1) Create & maintain 5-year 

RAWS Action Plan,
2) support RAWS 

implementation,
3) Regional Committee 

annual report,
4) RAWS communications 

development,
5) encourage funding and 

ensure awareness of 
RAWS,

6) WOAH NF animal 
welfare training (regional 
advice),

7) RAWS support projects.

MODUS OPERANDI
1) RAWS AG leads & 

coordinates activities, 
supported by the 
Secretariat,

2) RAWS AG builds 
collaborations with 
WOAH members & 
partners for activities, 
and

3) funding for special 
activities comes from 
contributing 
AG/WOAH members 
& partners.

MEMBERSHIP
1) Chair: 3-year term 

(renewable),
2) AG nominees: WOAH 

Members/Partners,
o each sub-region: 1+ WOAH 

Member rep (Delegate/FP)
o one representative each 

from WOAH HQ, RRAP and 
SRR-SEA,

o A representative: SPC, 
SAARC or ASEAN 
secretariat,

o Representatives: ICFAW,
o Representatives: regional 

veterinary associations
o Representatives: WOAH 

Collaborating Centre.

RAWS Advisory Group – Terms of reference

QR code to 
access 
the Terms of 
reference 
online
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Activities, both planned and ongoing, are scheduled to occur from 2024 onward

WEBINAR: Links between animal welfare, biodiversity, climate change, pollution, health, food security and 
livelihoods (One Health/One Welfare nexus).

FORUM: Promote networking among animal welfare organisations by hosting a regional WOAH forum 
every two years, mirroring the global forum's virtual format.

TRAINING: Animal welfare training for WOAH National Focal Points for Animal Welfare in-person.

AWARENESS: RAWS AG promotes WOAH capacity building for veterinary services & National Focal 
Points through regional FPs, vet boards, academia, and other stakeholders.

NEWSLETTER: RAWS AG promotes regional animal welfare events through lists in RAWS News, advisory 
meetings, and social media updates.

ISO/TS: Promote awareness of ISO/TS 34700:2016 Animal welfare management General requirements and 
guidance for organisations in the food supply chain through RAWS News.

2024

2024/25

2025

On-going 

On-going

On-going



For more information on RAWS Asia-Pacific, 
please visit our website at:

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/animal-welfare/

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/animal-welfare/
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