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We are the global authority on animal health and welfare: we work to ensure 

the health and welfare of animals, recognising that animal health impacts 

everyone’s health.

We disseminate information on animal diseases and welfare and develop 

science-based strategies to limit their impacts on society.

We are building a better future through better animal health and welfare.

We collaborate with partners and Members to achieve results for animals, 

humans and the planet.

Introduction to the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH)



Safe and fair tradePublic Health
Global food security 

and safety

Sustainable 

socioeconomic 

development

Coordinate animal 
health and welfare

Foster transparency in the 
animal disease situation

Strengthen health systems 
through Veterinary Services

Standard Setting 

and 

implementation
Developing international 

standards, guidelines, 

recommendations on the 

best available evidence

Coordinating 

global 

frameworks
Developing and supporting 

Veterinary Services 

implement global 

strategies and initiatives

Information 

Management 
Collecting, managing, 

analysing and giving 

access to health systems-

related data, including 

real-time information on 

the state of animal health 

worldwide

Capacity 

Building
Engaging Veterinary 

Services through the PVS 

Pathway in assessment, 

strategic planning and 

capacity development

Facilitating 

collaboration
Communicating with and 

engaging WOAH 

stakeholders, on animal 

health welfare, and 

veterinary public health 

issues

Provide leadership in global animal health governance. Improve animal health care and welfare worldwide 

and support global goals.

Organisational Theory of Change

 



Governance structure

Regional and Sub-Regional 

Representations

Headquarters
Collaborating Centres 

Reference Laboratories

The World Assembly of Delegates

Regional Commissions

Council

Director General

Ad hoc Groups 

Working Groups

Specialist Commissions

Authority relations

Functional relations



13 Regional and Sub-Regional Representations
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32

53
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32

Distribution of WOAH Members per region

No country offices: 

We work through and with Government 

National Focal Points on 

specific subject matter

1. Animal welfare,

2. Aquatic animals

3. Wildlife

4. Animal disease notification

5. Vet products-AMR

6. Communication

7. Veterinary Laboratories

National Delegate 

to WOAH per Member
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WOAH Working Group 
on Wildlife

Experts network Focal Points Networks Partners

Animal disease
notification System

WAHIS

EBO-SURSY Project



WOAH actions for wildlife health

Integration of wildlife 

health issues in the 7th 

Strategic Plan

88th World Assembly of OIE 

Delegates (May 2021): 

Resolution No. 31

Wildlife Health Framework

Technical cards for WOAH 

non-listed diseases



Wildlife health report

• WOAH identified the need to better integrate 

wildlife health across Standards & Guidelines

• Members’ survey on wildlife health identified 

that WOAH could support Members via 

provision of standards, practical guidelines, & 

training (2020)

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/03/wildlife-health-survey-report.pdf


Objective 1

• OIE Members improve their ability to manage the risk 
of pathogen emergence in wildlife and transmission at 
the human-animal-ecosystem interface, whilst taking 
into account the protection of wildlife.

Objective 2

• OIE Members improve surveillance systems, early 
detection, notification and management of wildlife 
diseases



• Now the basis of the WOAH Wildlife Health Programme

1. Promote multisectoral coordination & collaboration

2. Strengthen capacity in wildlife health management

3. Improve quality data collection, reporting, analysis & use

4. Update & develop guidelines, standards, risk reduction strategies

5. Develop & disseminate scientific knowledge 

6. Produce & disseminate awareness & advocacy tools

Wildlife Health 

Framework

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/wildlife-health/#ui-id-2


Assessment activities

WOAH Standards 

and practical 

guidelines

Wildlife Health 

Legislation

Performance of 

Veterinary Services

Diseases (infectious 

and toxins)

Wildlife Working Group to analyse outcomes, provide recommendations and strategic guidelines



Recommendations

Standards review

• Point

• Point

• Point

Wildlife legislation review

1. Develop focused questions around 

wildlife legislation to supplement 

the standard Veterinary Legislation

2. Identification Mission 

questionnaire based on OIE TAHC 

Ch. 3.4 on Veterinary Legislation 

(“Ch. 3.4”) + in country Mission

3. Propose revisions to Ch. 3.4 to 

incorporate language on wildlife.

PVS review

1. Adaptation of “wildlife” definition for PVS 

Pathway 

2. Improving wildlife health consideration in the 

Evaluation section of the PVS Pathway 

• The PVS Evaluation/follow-up mission

• PVS Evaluation for Wildlife Services

3. Improving wildlife health consideration in the 

Planning section of the PVS Pathway

4. Improving wildlife health consideration in the 

Targeted Support section of the PVS Pathway

• Including Wildlife Health in the National 

Bridging Workshop

• Development of Wildlife assessment tools



Guidelines

Guidelines for addressing disease risks in wildlife trade

• Describes a framework to support informed decision-making in the 

face of uncertainty and complexity.

Diseases of Focus



Activities Ongoing

• E-learning modules on wildlife trade and surveillance

• Development and improvement of the surveillance of 

wildlife diseases at the national level (Communication – 

Tools – Capacity Building)

• Engagement and advocacy – UNEP, IUCN, TRAFFIC, 

WWF, WCS, etc.





• Face-to-face meetings

• 2021: online events for 5th cycle

(RRAP) & intermediate cycle (global)

• 2023: 6th cycle training & networking 

(RRAP)

• Sub-regional wildlife health networks

– East Asia, Pacific, South Asia, South East Asia

• Regional wildlife health network

– Established February 2023

Key activities in 

Asia & the Pacific

Wildlife health networks

Training for Focal Points for Wildlife

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/wildlife-
health/ 

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/events/oie-focal-points-for-wildlife-training/
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/events/inter-regional-training-of-oie-national-focal-points-for-wildlife-intermediate-cycle/
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/events/wildlife-6th-cycle-training-and-networking/
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/wildlife-health/wildlife-health-networking/
https://rr-asia.woah.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/regional-whn-20230217_report-website.pdf
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/wildlife-health/
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/wildlife-health/


World Wildlife Day (3rd March)

• Webinars in 2021 (RRAP) & 2022 (global)

• In-country activities in 2023 (RRAP)

• Tripartite/UNEP webinar «Wildlife Health for One 

Health» (2021)

• Joint WOAH/WWF workshop «Biodiversity as a One 

Health Shield in Asia and the Pacific» (2022)

• Joint WOAH/UNEP webinar «Nature and wildlife

health: making the case for investment in Asia and 

the Pacific» (2023)

Key activities in 

Asia & the Pacific

WOAH work with partners

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/wildlife-
health/ 

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/events/world-wildlife-day-in-asia-and-the-pacific-3rd-march-2021/
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/events/world-wildlife-day-2022/
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/events/world-wildlife-day-2023/
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/events/wildlife-health-for-one-health/
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/events/biodiversity-as-a-one-health-shield/
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/events/nature-and-wildlife-health/
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/events/nature-and-wildlife-health/
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/wildlife-health/
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/wildlife-health/


WOAH Engagement and Advocacy

Key activities in 

Asia & the Pacific

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/wildlife-
health/ 

Special Session on Wildlife Health

Protected Areas, Human Health and Preventing 

future Pandemics 

ASEAN WG on CITES and Wildlife 

Enforcement 

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/wildlife-health/
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/wildlife-health/


SEA WHN

Subject matter

• Point

• Point

• Point



WOAH knowledge management

Key activities in 

Asia & the Pacific

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/wildlife-health/

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/wildlife-health/


CHAPTER 2.1: IMPORT RISK ANALYSIS

2.1.1 - Introduction

2.1.2 - Hazard identification

2.1.3 - Principles of risk assessment

2.1.4 - Risk assessment steps

2.1.5 - Principles of riskmanagement

2.1.6 - Risk management components

2.1.7 - Principles of risk communication



Guidelines for Wildlife Disease Risk Analysis

• practical guides useful to the growing and 
diverse range of professionals, policy-makers 
and decision-makers faced with the social, 
political and technical complexities assessment 
and management of wildlife-associated disease 
risk scenarios

Also available the Manual of Procedures for 
Wildlife Disease Risk Analysis



Wildlife Trade

In April 2020, the OIE Wildlife Working Group released a statement on wildlife trade which 
highlighted the complexities, benefits, and challenges of this sector.

Early in 2021, a consultant-led ‘rapid review of evidence on managing the risk of disease 
emergence in the wildlife trade’ was completed.

The review emphasised:

• Current evidence base to inform risk mitigation strategies for wildlife trade is weak

• Limited number of studies, many with biases towards zoonoses, certain geographical regions, 
specific activities (animals for food and live animals).

• Risk management solutions need to be attentive and adaptable to different socio-ecological, 
socio-political and/or cultural settings.

https://www.oie.int/en/document/a_oiewildlifetradestatement_april2020-2/
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• Identification and engagement with stakeholders and 

experts

• Decision Making Frameworks in the Face of Complexity

• Risk Analysis

• Identification of disease risk management solutions and 

examples 

• Establish Metrics for Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E)

• Overarching Concepts 

• Tools to identify critical capacity gaps and 
requirements

• Advice on implementation, risk communication and 
training

Components of the guidelines• Veterinary Services, Wildlife Authorities, 

Public Health authorities, other Competent authorities with a 

mandate on animal health and welfare, public health, wildlife 

management and trade, law enforcement.

• Any infectious pathogen at any interface 

across the spectrum of wildlife trade: Commercial and non-

commercial, legal (both regulated and unregulated) and illegal 

wildlife trade.

• Wildlife includes wild animals and captive wild 

animals. Feral were out of scope.
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• Includes 5 or more consultations and training for planning/facilitator team

• One workshop for prioritization and stakeholder analysis

• One 3 days workshop with larger group focused on risk analysis and management

Process

• National Action Plan constituting risk management activities and M&E matrix

• Workshop report

• Support for implementation

• Overall evaluation to feed into the draft Guidelines

Deliverable



https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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