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2Working Group on Antimicrobial Resistance 

• The Group was established by the Director General 
following the adoption of Resolution #14 at the 87th

OIE General Session in 2019

• The Group assists in the implementation of
• WOAH Strategy on AMR and the Prudent Use 

of Antimicrobials
• Recommendations of the 2nd OIE Global 

Conference on AMR and Prudent Use of 
Antimicrobials  

Working Group on AMR 2nd OIE Conference on AMR

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-setting-process/working-groups/
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/03/a-abstract-amr2018.pdf
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• Members: regional & gender 
balance

• New members will be informed in 
May 2024

• Biannual meetings 

Next meeting 27-29 Feb
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Terrestrial Animal Health Code
• Ch.6.7. Introduction to the 

recommendations for controlling 
antimicrobial resistance

• Ch.6.8. Harmonisation of national AMR 
surveillance and monitoring 
programmes (updated in May 2018)

• Ch.6.9. Monitoring of the quantities 
and usage patterns of antimicrobial 
agents used in food-producing animals 
(Agreement on definitions)

• Ch.6.10. Responsible and prudent use 
of antimicrobial agents in veterinary 
medicine

• Ch.6.11. Risk analysis for AMR arising 
from the use of antimicrobial agents in 
animals

• Extension to non-food producing animals
• Inclusion of  national action plans and need 

for One Health approach
• Strengthening environmental impact of  

antimicrobial use
• Clarifying and detailing responsibilities & 

actions for all concerned actors
Competent authorities
Pharmaceutical industry
Wholesale & retail distributors
Veterinarians
Animal feed manufacturers
Food animal producers
Owners of  non-food producing animals

Revision of  WOAH Standards for AMR: on-going discussion

Rationales for suggested changes are available in 
reports of July 2022 and June 2023.  

https://www.woah.org/report_revision_chapter6-10_11-08-22/
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Terrestrial Animal Health Code 
• Ch.6.7. Introduction to the 

recommendations for controlling 
antimicrobial resistance

• Ch.6.8. Harmonisation of national AMR 
surveillance and monitoring 
programmes (updated in May 2018)

• Ch.6.9. Monitoring of the quantities 
and usage patterns of antimicrobial 
agents used in food-producing animals 
(Agreement on definitions)

• Ch.6.10. Responsible and prudent use 
of antimicrobial agents in veterinary 
medicine

• Ch.6.11. Risk analysis for AMR arising 
from the use of antimicrobial agents in 
animals

Revision of  WOAH Standards for AMR: upcoming discussion

Once Ch. 6.10. is adopted, work on other 
chapters may start 

Manual of Diagnostic Tests and 
Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals 

• Ch. 2.1.1 Laboratory methodologies for 
bacterial antimicrobial susceptibility 
testing 

WOAH Collaborating 
Centers are reviewing Ch. 

2.1.1.to see if  /where to be 
revised. 

Laboratory expert group may be convened 
for drafting



6WOAH List of Antimicrobials of Veterinary Importance: history 

FAO/OIE/WHO 
Expert Workshop 
on Non-Human 
AMU and AMR 

(Scientific 
Assessment)

2003

FAO/OIE/WHO 
Expert Workshop 
on Non-Human 
AMU and AMR 
(Management 

Options)

2005

OIE conducted a 
survey with its

Members & relevant 
stakeholders to 

develop OIE list

OIE List was 
adopted at OIE 

75th General 
Session in May 2007

20072004

Conclusion 5
• Antimicrobials that are CIAs in vet med should 

be identified, to complement the id of  such 
antimicrobials used in human med. 

• Criteria for identification of  CIAs in animals 
should be established by OIE. 

• The overlap of  critical lists for human and vet 
med can allow for the appropriate balance to be 
struck between AH and PH needs

WHO MIA List 
with  revised 

categorization 
criteria 

Early 
2024

WOAH List 
has only 
minor 

modifications   

WHO List 
revised 6 times!



7WOAH List of Antimicrobials of Veterinary Importance 

Classification of  
antimicrobials according to 

importance

Veterinary Critically 
Important Antimicrobial 

Agents (VCIA): meet 
BOTH criteria 1 AND 2

Veterinary Highly 
Important Antimicrobial 

Agents (VHIA): meet 
criteria 1 OR 2

Veterinary Important 
Antimicrobial Agents 

(VIA): are those that meet 
NEITHER criteria 1  or 

2

Criterion 1. If  >50% Members 
identified importance of  the 
antimicrobial class for animal 

health

Criterion 2. Compounds within 
the class identified as essential 

against specific infections and 
there is a lack of  sufficient 
therapeutic alternatives

• Only includes antimicrobials 
authorized for veterinary 
medical use in food-producing 
animals

• To help Members develop 
guidelines, considering
• Availability of  antimicrobials authorized 

for use

• Legislation for veterinary products and 
AMU (e.g., off-label use)



8WOAH list of antimicrobials of Veterinary Importance

VCIAs*

• Aminocyclitol

• Amynoglycosides
Amphenicols

• 3rd & 4th gen
cephalosporins

• Macrolides  

• Penicillins

• Fluoroquinolones

• Sulfonamides 

• Tetracyclines

VHIAs*

• Ansamycin- 
Rifamycins 

• 1st & 2nd gen 
cephalosporins

• Ionophores

• Lincosamides

• Fosphonic acid 
derivatives

• Polypeptides

• Polymyxins

• Quinolones 1st 
gen

3rd/ 4th Generation cephalosporins, fluoroquinolones 
and colistin should not be used…
• as preventive treatment applied by feed or water in 

the absence of clinical signs in the animal(s) to be 
treated; 

• as a first line treatment unless justified, when used as 
a second line treatment, it should ideally be based on 
the results of bacteriological tests; and 

• outside of its indication (extra-label/ off-label use*) 

• as growth promotors

Recommendations for antimicrobials critically 
important for both animals and humans 

*VCIAs- Veterinary Critically Important Antimicrobials
*VHIAs- Veterinary Highly Important Antimicrobials

* Only to be used in this mode where no alternatives are available. Such use should be in 
agreement with the national legislation in force.



9WOAH List of Antimicrobials of Veterinary Importance: on-going works

2020 2022 2022

In progress (2024)

2018

2nd OIE Conference 
on AMR

Update WOAH List 
considering 

• sub-division of  the List 
into different animal 
species

• antimicrobials only used in 
companion animals

• Inform development of  
guidelines for responsible 
AMU

• Promote best practice 
management

• Inform risk management & 
risk prioritization to mitigate 
AMR 

https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/03/a-abstract-amr2018.pdf
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2021/03/a-abstract-amr2018.pdf
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• Harmonisation of  recommendations 
with WHO MIA List 

• Revision of  the main list 
developed in 2007 including 
categorization criteria

• Inclusion of  cats & dogs

2020 2022 2024 2024

WOAH Technical Reference docs

WOAH List of Veterinary Important Antimicrobials: upcoming works 

https://www.woah.org/report_revision_chapter6-10_11-08-22/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-setting-process/working-groups/working-group-on-antimicrobial-resistance/#ui-id-3


11Global AMU in animals

AMU reported by 72 Countries 2016 to 2018, Adjusted by 
Animal Biomass (mg/kg)*

13% overall 
AMU 

Trends of  AMU in animals adjusted by animal biomass 2017-
2019 (80 countries)

< 20% 
antimicrobials 
are HPCIAs* 

and CIAs*

Overall AMU adjusted by animal biomass across regions in 
2019 (110 countries)

*HPCIA- Highest Priority Critically Important Antimicrobials
*CIA- Critically Important AntimicrobialWOAH ANIMUSE

https://amu.woah.org/amu-system-portal/home
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2015

WHO, FAO and WOAH 
sign an MoU to 

strengthen their long-
standing partnership, 
with a strong focus on 
AMR in a One Health 

context

Tripartite Joint 
Secretariat (TJS) 

established

Interagency Coordination 
Group (IACG) on AMR 

established

2020
Global Leaders Group 

(GLG) on AMR launched

2017

2018

2019

2024

2022 UNEP joins 
Tripartite becoming 
Quadripartite

The paradigm for the AMR response since Global Action Plan 

Thank you very much for your attention!!

UN High 
Level 

meeting 
on AMR
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