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Presentation covers

• Background on Zoning and Compartmentalisation approaches 

• Strategic priorities in the livestock sector for disease control and import/export trade

• Regulatory frameworks and implementation for domestic animal health risk 

management 

• Applying of domestic requirements during import negotiations under SPS equivalence 

principles.

• Summary 



Background on Zoning and 

Compartmentalisation approaches 



➢ 9 free zones in 5 provinces 

   
   Including 5 FMD free zones, 2 HPAI free 

zones, and 2 equine animal diseases free 

zones. 

➢ 249 free compar tments         

  
   Including those free of  ASF, brucellosis, 

HPAI, etc.

Zoning and Compartmentalisation in China



Strategic priorities
 in the livestock sector for disease control 

and import/export trade



➢ For disease control 

• Prevention taken as a priority

  
• Prevention with combination of 

control, cleaning-up and 

eradication
   

                       

Strategic priorities in the livestock sector 

➢ For  import/export trade

      

• Risk assessment on impor ted animals 

and animal products

   
• Prevention of any possible entr y or 

transmission of exotic animal diseases

• Animals and animal products to be 

expor ted are strictly quarantined as 

required by bilateral protocols



Regulatory frameworks and 
implementation for domestic animal health 

risk management 



Regulatory frameworks and implementation

➢Law of the People’s Republic of China on Animal Disease Prevention

Article 15 stipulates: The State shall develop a system to evaluate any risk of animal diseases

The authority of agriculture and rural af fairs under the State Council shall,  in light of animal 

disease outbreaks at home and abroad and needs for protecting livestock production and 

safeguarding human health, evaluate the risks of animal diseases in conjunction with the 

health authorities and other relevant divisions of the State Council in a timely manner, and 

develop and issue the measures and technical specif ications for prevention, control, 

cleaning-up and eradication of animal diseases.

The authorities of agriculture and rural af fairs of people’s governments at the levels of 

province, autonomous region and municipality shall,  in conjunction with the health 

authorities and other relevant divisions of people’s governments at the same level, evaluate 

the risks of animal diseases within their administrative regions, and implement the measures 

for prevention, control, purif ication and eradication of animal diseases .



Regulatory frameworks and implementation

➢Law of the People’s Republic of China on Animal Disease Prevention

Article 19 stipulates: The State shall implement the system of animal disease surveillance and 

early warnings

The authority of agriculture and rural af fairs under the State Council and the 

depar tments of agriculture and rural af fairs of people’s governments at the levels of 

province, autonomous region and municipality shall, in a timely manner, issue 

animal epidemic warnings based on the forecasting on the outbreak and prevalence 

trend of animal epidemics. Local people’s governments at all levels shall take 

prevention and control measures in a timely manner af ter receiving animal epidemic 

warnings.



Applying of domestic requirements
 during import negotiations under SPS 

equivalence principles



Regulatory frameworks and implementation during import negotiations 

➢China conducts risk assessment on 

imported animals and animal products, 

under WTO’s principle of non-

discrimination, and the approaches and 

guidelines for risk assessment is based 

on Terrestrial Animal Health Code.



Risk Assessment on Imported Animals and Animal Products

➢ Risk assessment process

➢ Recognition of regionalization measures applied in expor ting countries 

➢ Cooperation agreements with the United States, France, etc. on the regionalization of 

animal diseases including ASF, AI and ND



Risk Assessment on Imported Animals and Animal Products

In the past five years

➢  More than 70 risk assessments for imported animals and products were completed, involving more than 
50 countries and regions

➢Covering a dozen diseases including HPAI, ASF, FMD, BSE, etc.

➢ Experts have made contributions to  more than 40 bilateral negotiations

➢More than 50 person-times have been assigned to relevant countries for on-site evaluation

  



Risk Assessment on Imported Animals and Animal Products

➢A total of more than 50 bans have been successively lifted based on risk assessment results.



Summary

1. 9 free zones and 249 free compartments have been completed.

2. For the prevention and control of animal diseases in China, we have adopted the 

strategic of putting prevention first and combined with measures of control, 

cleaning-up and eradication.

3. For international trade, the risk of imported animals and products is evaluated under 

WTO framework, in accordance with the approaches recommended by WOAH, to 

prevent any possible entry of exotic animal diseases. 
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