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Presentation covers

• WOAH Standards guiding Member responsibilities

• SPS Market Access negotiations

• SPS Import Export case studies
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What is the role of Veterinary Services in international trade? 

1. Defining national priorities and engaging in 
international trade

2. Building trust between trading partners, through 
transparency and good governance of Veterinary 
Services 

3. Developing trade through a three-phase process

4. Maintaining trade in the case of disease 
outbreaks.

WOAH Technical Report 2020, Access here

https://doc.woah.org/dyn/portal/listalo.xhtml?page=listalo&pgnum=1&req=103&va_0=Technical+Item+Trade


Enabling factors –setting a fertile ground for safe trade





Case Study 1. Imports of bovine semen into New Zealand

• Importer – Artificial Breeding Centre

• Stakeholder supports – genetic improvement

• Investigation – breeds, health status, regulatory frameworks, WOAH standards

• Risk analysis – national consultation

• Import Health Standards – national consultation

• Export Certification – Selection of countries and negotiation of certificates

• Import Permits

https://shop.crv4all.co.nz/en/sires/dairy/nz-all-breeds
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/2830-Cattle-germplasm-from-all-countries-Final-import-risk-analysis-February-2009
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/13960-IHS-Development-Process-high-level-simplified
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/46537-Bovine-Germplasm-Import-Health-Standard
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/46540-Bovine-Germplasm-Guidance
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/52021-Bovine-Semen-from-the-USA-Sample-Veterinary-Certificate


Case Study 1. Imports of bovine semen into New Zealand (continued)

• Disease outbreak! - Mycoplasma bovis

• Outbreak investigation– linked to imported semen

• Rapid Risk Assessment – including new reports from overseas

• Import Health Standards suspended and reviewed – new requirements

• Independent Review

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/biosecurity/mycoplasma-bovis/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/29258-Mycoplasma-bovis-update-full-details-infographic
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/28053-TAG-Report-Redacted.pdf
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/34179-Mycoplasma-bovis-in-bovine-semen-Rapid-Risk-Assessment
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/48553-The-Mycoplasma-bovis-Programme
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0378113518300130
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SPS Official Assurances Programme – Required for Trade Negotiations

• Scope of SPS Official Assurance Programme:
• Specific commodities: Live animals, meat and meat products

• Animal Health risk management

• Food Safety risk management

• Export Certification processes for credibility and con

• Trading partners expect to clearly understand:
• Applicable laws and standards

• Roles and responsibility

• Quality assurance mechanisms within the system 

• Laboratories ISO 17025

• Inspection Bodies ISO 17020

• Food Safety Systems ISO 22000

• Trading partners have the right to perform in-country audit and 
inspection, and the Exporting Country must facilitate

Example Official Assurance Programme 
from New Zealand, Access here

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/11434-Animal-Products-Notice-Official-Assurances-Specifications-for-Animal-Material-and-Animal-Products


Case Study 2. Poultry Day Old Chicks exports from New Zealand

• New Zealand freedom from HPAI and Newcastle Disease

• HPAI outbreaks in Europe and North America disrupt international trade in poultry 
genetics

• Poultry genetics companies request HE/DOC export protocol development with China

• Negotiations under the China-NZ FTA SPS Implementation Arrangement

• Export Certificates agreed and trade established

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/48520-Surveillance-magazine-vol-48-September-2021-includes-annual-report
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2023/10/hpai-situation-report-20231006.pdf
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/trade/free-trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements-in-force/nz-china-free-trade-agreement/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/export/animals/live-poultry/steps-to-exporting-live-poultry/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/50038-Operational-Code-General-Live-Animal-Export


Case Study 3. Pork trade in Asia

• Endemic FMD and CSF throughout Asia

• ASF epidemics since 2018

• Disrupted pork, protein and grain markets internationally 

International spread of 
African swine fever 2007-2020

Source: WOAH
Animation: EU



WOAH Code: Chapter 4.4. Zoning and Compartmentalisation

https://www.woah.org/en//terrestrial-code-online-access/chapitre_zoning_compartment.htm

Diagnosis
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from potential 

source of 
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Control

Emergency 
Response

Surveillance

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/chapitre_zoning_compartment.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-offer/improving-veterinary-services/pvs-pathway/public-private-partnerships-in-the-veterinary-domain/


WOAH Code: Chapter 4.5. Application of Compartmentalisation

Terrestrial Code Online Access - WOAH - World Organisation for Animal Health Chapter 4.5.

Article 4.5.8

Supervision and control of a compartment

The authority, organisation, and infrastructure of the Veterinary Services, 
including laboratories, should be clearly documented in accordance with Chapter 3.3., to 
provide confidence in the integrity of the compartment.

The Veterinary Authority has the final authority in granting, suspending and revoking the 
status of a compartment. The Veterinary Authority should continuously supervise 
compliance with all the requirements critical to the maintenance of 
the compartment status described in this chapter and ensure that all the information is 
readily accessible to the importing countries. Any significant change should be notified to 
the importing country.

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_application_compartment.htm
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_services_veterinaires
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_laboratoire
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_eval_vet_serv.htm#chapitre_eval_vet_serv
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_compartiment
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_autorite_veterinaire
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_compartiment
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_autorite_veterinaire
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_compartiment
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_pays_importateur
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/index.php?id=169&L=1&htmfile=glossaire.htm#terme_pays_importateur
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-offer/improving-veterinary-services/pvs-pathway/public-private-partnerships-in-the-veterinary-domain/


14China Pig Sector Compartmentalisation: Presentation to GF-TADs ASF Expert meeting

https://rr-asia.woah.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/3-3_overview-of-pig-industry-regulation-and-policy-and-compartmentatlisation-in-china.pdf
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https://www.sfa.gov.sg/food-for-thought/article/detail/diversifying-singapore's-sources-of-pork
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Compartmentalisation: reflecting on implementation challenges

1. Design with strategic clarity

• Purpose: Domestic control or Export assurance

• Public private partnerships – transactional, collaborative, transformative

2. Systems assurance mechanisms

• Internal Control (Company) and External Control (Official Veterinarian)

• Audit competencies in Government Vet Authority

• Using ISO frameworks to support private sector risk management: ISO 17025, ISO 17020, 
ISO 22000

3. Transparency – governance, requirements, performance

4. Achieving SPS Safe Trade involves more than compartmentalisation

• SPS market access protocol negotiation

• SPS Official Assurance Programme

• Achieving recognition of equivalence

17



• Equivalence principles (Article 5.3.5) 

• Steps to achieve equivalence determination (Article 5.3.6)

• Steps for recognition of zone or compartment for international trade (Article 5.3.7)

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/terrestrial-code-online-access/?id=169&L=1&htmfile=chapitre_procedures_SPS_agreement.htm


Thank you 
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