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Presentation covers

• ASEAN – profile

• ASEAN Free Trade Agreements 

• ASEAN and SPS Safe Trade

 



ASEAN: aims and purposes
• accelerate the economic growth, social progress and cultural development in the

region through joint endeavours in the spirit of equality and partnership in order to strengthen the foundation for a prosperous
and peaceful community of Southeast Asian Nations

• promote regional peace and stability through abiding respect for justice and the rule of law in the
relationship among countries of the region and adherence to the principles of the United Nations Charter;

• promote active collaboration and mutual assistance on matters of common interest in the
economic, social, cultural, technical, scientific and administrative fields;

• provide assistance to each other in the form of training and research facilities in the educational, professional,
technical and administrative spheres;

• collaborate more effectively to encourage further growth in the agriculture and industry, and trade
sectors. This includes improving transportation and communications facilities and conducting studies on international
commodity trade with the overarching goal of raising the living standards of ASEAN peoples;

• promote Southeast Asian studies; and

• maintain close and beneficial cooperation with existing international and regional
organisations with similar aims and purposes, and explore all avenues for even closer cooperation among
themselves.



ASEAN Key Stats 2022 (here)

https://www.aseanstats.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/ASH-2023-v1.pdf


ASEAN Key Stats 2022 (here)

https://www.aseanstats.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/ASEAN-Highlights-2022-v03.pdf


ASEAN Key Stats 2022 (here)

https://www.aseanstats.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/ASEAN-Highlights-2022-v03.pdf


ASEAN trade statistics – interactive dashboards (link)

https://data.aseanstats.org/dashboard/imts.hs2
https://data.aseanstats.org/dashboard/imts.hs2


ASEAN – SPS e-training (link)

https://aanzfta.asean.org/AECSP/ASEAN-SPS-Guide/
https://aanzfta.asean.org/AECSP/ASEAN-SPS-Guide/


ASEAN Free Trade Agreements

ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Area (AANZFTA), 2010

• Chapter 5. SPS

• 2018 Report on Implementation of SPS Agreement in ASEAN Members

https://aanzfta.asean.org/aecsp-overview/
https://aanzfta.asean.org/uploads/2016/12/REVIEW-REPORT-SPS-implementation-FINAL.pdf
https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/aseans-free-trade-agreements-an-overview/
https://aanzfta.asean.org/uploads/2016/12/REVIEW-REPORT-SPS-implementation-FINAL.pdf


ASEAN Free Trade Agreements

ASEAN-China Free Trade Area (ACFTA), 2004, 2019 
upgrade

• No SPS Chapter

• Tariff reductions

• Rules for trade of goods focus on Customs administration

• Economic and technical cooperation on:
• Trade-related measures

• Agriculture, fishery. Forestry and forestry products 

• …..

• 2019 ACFTA Upgrading Protocol

https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Protocol-to-Amend-the-Framework-Agreement-ACFTA-Complete.pdf
https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/aseans-free-trade-agreements-an-overview/
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Protocol-to-Amend-the-Framework-Agreement-ACFTA-Complete.pdf


ASEAN Free Trade Agreements

ASEAN-India Free Trade Area (AIFTA), 2010, review underway

ASEAN-Republic of Korea Free Trade Area (AKFTA), 2007

ASEAN-Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership (AJCEP), 2008

• No SPS Chapters
• Tariff reduction and elimination
• Facilitating cross-border movements through standardised Customs 

administration
• Economic and technical cooperation

https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/aseans-free-trade-agreements-an-overview/


Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)

The 15 countries within RCEP represent:

• a population of 2.3 billion, 30% of the world's 
population

• a total gross domestic product (GDP) of 
around $38,813 billion or 30% of global GDP

• five RCEP countries (Australia, China, 
Indonesia, Japan and South Korea) are 
members of the Group of 20 (G20)

• seven of New Zealand's top 10 trading 
partners based on two-way trade (China, 
Australia, Japan, Singapore, South Korea, 
Thailand and Malaysia).



South-East Asia, China and 
Mongolia FMD Campaign

• Collaboration in FMD control for the regional 
context

• Promotes national accountability, harmonised 
control and transparent reporting

• Underpins SPS Safe Trade



Regional GF-TADs Strategy 
for Asia and the Pacific

Objective 1: Establish strategies for priority TADs at the Regional and Sub-Regional level

Objective 2: Develop and strengthen capacities to prevent and control TADs;

Objective 3: Improve the sustainability of priority TADs strategies through multidisciplinary 
partnership

https://rr-asia.woah.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/gf-tads-rs-for-asia-and-the-pacific_adopted_20230501.pdf


ASEAN and SPS Safe Trade - summary

• Intra and extra ASEAN trade in goods and services vital to economic and food security

• No internal ASEAN commitment to harmonised SPS and TBT procedures and 

outcomes

• Legal intra-ASEAN trade in SPS items primarily in manufactured food items?

• Reliance on general WTO membership obligations?

• Too complex?

• Extensive and growing FTA framework supporting trade with all major partners

• Focus areas of tariff reduction/elimination and cross-border administration

• Australia and New Zealand bring their focus on SPS and TBT obligations and 

implementation

• Australia and New Zealand export profile and experience with TBTs in international markets

• Regional cooperation on priority disease control collaboration



Thank you 
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