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2WOAH founded as OIE 

Creation of the Office 
International des 
Épizooties (OIE)

New preferred name:
World Organisation  for 
Animal Health (OIE)

Creation of the United 
Nations

1924 20031945 1994

Recognised by 
WTO

Headquarters 
(Paris, France)

5 Regional 
Representations 

8 Sub-Regional 
Representations

Nur-Sultan

182 Member Countries

• Abu Dhabi

2022

Rebranding:
WOAH
New Logo



3WTO – SPS Agreement

• WTO  Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Agreement: 

Details how governments can apply food safety and animal 

and plant health measures sets when trading products on 

the world market. 

• States the OIE is the reference organisation for animal 

health measures.



World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH)

4 Core missions



▪ WOAH international standards serve as a basis for setting national 
legislation
• Terrestrial Animal Health Code and Aquatic Animal Health Code

• Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals and the Manual of 
Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals

▪ Standards that address foodborne pathogen of animal origin focus on 
eliminating hazards arising prior to slaughter of animals or primary 
processing of their products
• E.g., Prevention, detection and control of Salmonella in poultry, bovine production 

systems, and pig production systems 

▪ Standards also address role of Veterinary Services in food safety 
systems and links between food production, processing and distribution

World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH)



6WOAH Codes

Found at: https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/


World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH)

International Communication of 
Animal Disease Information

WOAH World Animal Health 
Information System (WAHIS)

➢Transparency

➢ National and global response to 
epidemics   

➢ Trade: Trust and recognition of 
official disease free status



World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH)

▪ Collection and dissemination of veterinary scientific 
information

▪ WOAH Reference Laboratories

▪ WOAH Collaborating Centres
• WOAH Collaborating Centre Consortium on Food Safety 

▪ Research Center for Food Safety, University of Tokyo, Japan

▪ Singapore Food Agency/ National Centre for Food Science, Singapore 

▪ School of Veterinary Medicine, Rakuno Gakuen University, Japan 

▪ Specific information and recommendations e.g. disease that 
are not included in the Code

▪ Publications
3 times a year

Online 

Permanently 

updated

World Animal Health

Once a year

Scientific and Technical

Review

Code
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Role of WOAH on Food SecuritySECTION 2: 



Food Security

Food Security = 

Food Production 



Food Security = +

Food Production Food Loss Food Waste 

Food Distribution , Quality of food (Nutrition and 

Food Safety), Access to food, etc.

+

Food Security



• Animal Health Food Production 

Food Loss

Food Safety

Role of WOAH in Food Security

Disease prevention and control
Disease surveillance
Safe trade
Disease diagnosis
etc.

Disease prevention and control
Disease surveillance
Safe trade
Disease diagnosis
etc.

Prevent (true) zoonosis
Prevent food borne zoonosis



FMD in UK  2010

Photo from Google searchBird flu in Hongkong

African Swine Fever  in 2019



SECTION 3 : ROLE of WOAH in FOOD SAFETY



Improve          =            Improve
#Animal Health          # Food Safety



Ensuring food safety from farm to fork 



Role of Veterinary Services in food safety



• Veterinary Services: the governmental and non-
governmental organisations that implement animal health and 
welfare measures and other standards and recommendations 
…. 

• Responsible for controlling pathogens in animals

• Veterinary public health  

• Under the overall control and direction 
of the Veterinary Authority 
(the governmental authority) 

Veterinary Services and Veterinary Authority



The Role of Veterinary 
Authority in Food Safety 

• Responsibilities depend on the 
national structure of food safety 
systems 

• Responsible for developing 
policies, legislation and 
regulations relevant to food 
safety thereby contributing to 
ensuring the safety of food of 
animal origin



The Role of Veterinary Services in Food Safety  
20

● Responsible and prudent use of 

veterinary medicinal products

● Animal identification and traceability 



The Role of Veterinary Services in Food Safety



• WOAH and its food safety activities
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Diagnosis and vaccine testings

Country animal disease status through 

WAHIS

Disease specific reference laboratories, 

Collaborating centres

Guideline for terrestrial and aquatic 

surveillance

Guideline for import risk analysis        

Safe commodities

Terrestrial and Aquatic Code

to contain / eradicate animal diseases, to 

promote safe trade

Guideline to inactivation of pathogens to 

prevent disease spreading and to 

promote  safe trade, Guideline for 

carcass disposal to prevent disease 

spreading

Roles of WOAH in 
Food Safety
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• Improving Veterinary Services

• Expertise Network

• Safe Trade of Animals

• Self-declared Disease Status

• Emergency and Resilience

WOAH



Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Thank you

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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