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2WOAH and its Observatory: background information

One key mandate of WOAH is to develop international standards for its 

Members.

Members are encouraged to participate in the standard-setting process and 

adopt the new or revised standards.

But do we know if and how Members implement standards once they are 

adopted?

The adoption of the Resolution N°36 by the World 

Assembly of Delegates at the 2018 General Session. 

The Assembly recommends that:

“The OIE develop an Observatory to monitor the 

implementation of its international standards, to 

increase transparency and to identify constraints and 

difficulties faced by Members”

https://www.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Internationa_Standard_Setting/docs/pdf/Observatory/A-Reso_36.pdf


3WOAH and its Observatory: objectives and processes



4WOAH and its Observatory

What it is not…

What it is… Review of the implementation of Standards at 

global/regional level

Data collection, analysis and visualisation (aggregated) 

Contributing to the on-going improvement of: 
 In-house data collection, management, services…

 Standard-setting process 

 Capacity building activities

 Advocacy activities

A mechanism to solve bilateral trade concerns

A mechanism to show individual countries’ compliance

 « naming, blaming and shaming »



5WOAH and its Observatory: deliverables

WOAH Observatory

Global overview of the level 

of implementation of WOAH 

standards: monitoring 

report, dashboards, 

intermediate reports 

In-depth analysis of the 

barriers faced to 

implement WOAH 

standards: thematic 

studies

Data portal



6Monitoring report section on animal welfare

2023 report about the monitoring of the level

of implementation of WOAH standards

→One chapter on animal welfare



7Thematic study on animal welfare

Animal welfare during transport by land and sea: level of 

implementation of WOAH standards and challenges faced

• Transport of live animals is a complex issue with potential high impact on 

animal welfare and for which societal concerns are growing

• In the context of the WOAH Global Strategy on animal welfare and the 

planned revision of the WOAH standards related to animal welfare, 

gaining insights on the current state of play would help inform decision-

making
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The 2019 WOAH Animal Welfare Global Forum, noted the need to revise the 
Terrestrial Code chapters on the welfare of animals during transport by land, 

sea and air (Chapters 7.2, 7.3 and 7.4). In February 2021, the Code 
Commission included the revision of these chapters in the work programme, 
and has requested the WOAH secretariat to initiate this work. Details on the 
planned revision can be found in the Code Commissions reports, available on 

the WOAH website. 



8Thematic study on animal welfare

Animal welfare during transport by land and sea: level of 

implementation of WOAH standards and challenges faced

• Assess to what extent the standards related to transport of live animals 

are implemented in WOAH Members → Survey

• Seek for feedback on Members’ overall experience with these standards 

(what factors facilitate their implementation versus what barriers prevent 

their implementation) → Focus groups or interviews

• Inform standard revision process of the Terrestrial Animal Health 

Standards Code commission.
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9Thematic study on animal welfare

Animal welfare during transport by land and sea: level of 

implementation of WOAH standards and challenges faced

• Transport by land and sea only;

• Species covered by Chapters 7.2. and 7.3, i.e. cattle, small ruminants, 

pigs, poultry, buffaloes, camelids;

• Global scale;

• Time frame: current situation.
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10Thematic study on animal welfare

Apr-July 2023

Preliminary meetings

Concept note drafting

July-Aug 2023

Draft questionnaire

Sept 2023

Testing of the questionnaire by some AW FPs

Oct 2023

Finalisation of the questionnaire, translation

Implementation of the questionnaire in Survey Monkey



11Thematic study on animal welfare

Nov-Dec 2023

Survey open!

Jan 2024

Data analysis

Feb-June 2024

Interviews/focus groups

July-Nov 2024

Data analysis

Drafting of the deliverables

Dec 2024

Publication of the deliverables

Please contribute!
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We need 
your input!

Thank you!
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/observatory/ 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/observatory/
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