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Introduction (Importance)

Sky-burials in trans-Himalaya

1 Vulture is worth 
over $11000-cleaningEcosystem Balance/Services
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Introduction (Vultures Biology)

© Bikash Ghimire
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Resident: 6; White-rumped Vulture (WRV), 
Slender-billed vulture (SBV), Himalayan Griffon 

(HG), Red-headed Vulture (RHV), Egyptian 
Vulture (EV) & Bearded Vulture (BV)

Winter Visitor: 1:  Cinereous Vulture (CV)

Passage Migrant: 1: Griffon Vulture (GV)

Vagrant: 1: Indian Vulture (IV)

Critically Endangered: 4:  WRV, SBV, IV and 
RHV

Endangered: 1:  EV

Near Threatened: 3: BV, CV and HG

Least Concern:  1: GV
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Introduction (Vultures of Nepal and their Conservation status)

Vultures of Nepal IUCN Status (Global)

Source: DNPWC 2015 

© Bikash Ghimire
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Introduction (History)

 In Nepal 10-16 Lakh

 2001-2011 AD decline with 91% 

 In India 16 crore

 Population decline with 97%

Before 1990AD/2047BS…

Delhi  : 1984                                   Photo : Gautam Narayan 



In Nepal from 
2001 to 2011

White-rumped
Vulture 91%

Slender-billed 
Vulture  96%

8 Deu Bahadur Rana/ BCN
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Introduction (Vultures Conservation efforts)
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In-situ conservation
Banned production and use of 
veterinary diclofenac in 2006

Promotion of  Veterinary Meloxicam

Vulture Safe Feeding Site (Vulture 
restaurant) was established in 2006 in 
CNP (Total 7)

Pharmacy surveys and NSAIDS 
monitoring

Declaration of Diclofenac Free 
District (76) and Vulture Safe Zones

Awareness Campaign

Ex-situ conservation
Establishment of Vulture 
Conservation and Breeding Center 
(VCBC) in 2008

CONSERVATION PARTNERS



• 3 years prison or 
NRs 25,000 fine

• Or Both penalty

Legal Action
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Sunsari

Vulture Restaurant- Safe Food Supply

1 2 3

654
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Jatayu Restaurant
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Jatayu Restaurant
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VULTURE CONSERVATION AND BREEDING 
CENTER (VCBC)

• Established on 2008

• Located at Kasara, CNP

• Captive breeding of White-rumped vultures

• 69 released into the wild

 NTNC



WORKING





NSAID Surveys and Monitoring

 Aceclofenac, Nimesulide, Flunixin Meglumine, 
Ketoprofen have been scientifically proven as 
the Vulture toxic drugs

18Source: BCN
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Vulture Transfer



Satellite Tagging 
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RELEASE OF WRV REARED AND RAISED FROM VCBC
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Source: NTNC-BCC reports



POST-RELEASE 
MONITORING

Source: BCN
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Satellite Tagging and Vulture Movement 
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Satellite Tagging 
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Nest Monitoring

Source: BCN
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Diclofenac Free District (DFD) and Vulture Safe Zone (VSZ) 

Source: BCN
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Status of Vulture 

Vulture Species Conservation Status 
(National)

(DNPWC 2015)

Estimated Population
(National)

(Inskipp et al. 2016)

Present Population
(National)

(Rana et al. 2020)

White-rumped Vulture (WRV) Critically Endangered <2000 1497

Slender-billed Vulture (SBV) Critically Endangered 50-75 83

Red-headed Vulture (RHV) Critically Endangered <500 167

Cinereous Vulture (CV) Endangered - 49

Egyptian Vulture (EV) Vulnerable <1000 621

Himalayan Griffon (HG) Vulnerable <10000 2271

Bearded Vulture (BV) Vulnerable <500 162

Griffon Vulture (GV) Data Deficient - 25

Indian Vulture (IV) Critically Endangered - 4
27



Dead, rescued and released Vulture  
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Cause of Vulture death
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Carcass Poisoning

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Dang

Nawalparasi

Kanchanpur

Jajarkot

Palpa

Rupandehi

Salyan

Saptari

Sunsari

Surkhet

Tanahun

Mugu

Number

D
is

tr
ic

ts

Number of Deaths

Number of Cases

30Source: BCN



Carcass Poisoning 
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Electrocution

Feb 2010- May 2022
• 43 incidents of electrocution
• 110 individual vulture death
• Seven Species of Vultures
• 17 districts

Source: BCN



WAY FORWARD

• Continuation of monitoring of the released vultures

• Continuation of safe feed supply and NSAIDs monitoring

• Public awareness in poisoning and electrocution incident areas
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THANK YOU

Dr. Bikalpa Karki/ NTNC


