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Asian bear status

Species Distribution Status in IUCN red 
list

Sun bear Southeast Asia Vulnerable

Asiatic
black bear

Asia Vulnerable, Critically 
Endangered in Iran 
and Pakistan

Sloth bear Indian
subcontinent

Vulnerable

Brown bear Asia Least concern

Giant
panda

China Endangered

 5 species in 31 countries



Zoonosis in Bears
 Virus: Rabies (Am. black bear, polar 

bear) 

 Bacteria: Tularemia (Am. black bear), 
Brucellosis (Am. black bear, polar 
bear),  Q fever (Am. black bear, As. 
black bear)

 Rickettsia: Rocky mountain spotted 
fever (Am. black bear)

 Protozoa: Toxoplasmosis (general) 

 Parasite: Trichinosis (general), 
Filariasis (Am. black bear)

Am.: American  As.: Asiatic



Bear trading

Bear bile, tiger parts sold in Myanmar market. 
National geographic news; Oct 28,2008
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Wildlife trade in Asia
www.thairath.co.th 20/08/11 www.khaosod.co.th_21 /09/12

www.manager.co.th 21/05/09

www.news.voicetv.co.th 6/02/12 5



A B

C D



Conclusion

• Wildlife disease surveillance, including 

passive and active surveillance is important 

to know the emergence of infectious diseases 

throughout wildlife trading.

• One Health approach should be incorporated 

into national wildlife trade management 

systems to reduce zoonotic disease risks.

• International institutions should offer 

guidance and support for enforcing laws and

using forensics to combat illegal wildlife 

trade, which might be source of pathogens for 

zoonotic diseases.


