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Welcome to…

World Organisation for 

Animal Health Animal 

Welfare Webinar 2023:

Using WOAH Standards to support good 

animal welfare in Asia and the Pacific

Welcome



3Animal welfare

“Animal welfare is a complex, multifaceted, international 

and domestic public policy issue with scientific, ethical, 

economic, legal, religious and cultural dimensions plus 

important trade policy implications. 

It is a responsibility that must be shared between 

governments, communities, the people who own, care for 

and use animals, civil society, educational institutions, 

veterinarians and scientists.”

WOAH Global Animal Welfare Strategy



4Webinar outcomes

This webinar supports these responsibilities for animal welfare.

The aims are to:
• allow participants to share experiences and implications of the WOAH 

Standards for animal welfare,

• a. transport of animals by land

• b. dog population management

• c. slaughter of animals, and

• d. culling of animals for disease control purposes,

• emphasise roles of RAWS for Asia and the Pacific in supporting WOAH 
Members and WOAH Partners in the implementation of WOAH Standards 
for animal welfare, 

• reiterate WOAH Standards for animal welfare; focused on the proposed 
topics.



5WOAH Regional Animal Welfare Strategy for Asia and the Pacific

The Regional Animal Welfare Strategy for Asia Pacific was 

developed in 2007 to provide an overarching, agreed 

framework and guidance for WOAH Members, non-WOAH 

members and partners in the region when implementing 

WOAH Standards, and to serve as the basis for the 

development of Action Plans.

Vision: A region where the welfare of animals is respected, 

promoted and incrementally advanced, simultaneously with 

the pursuit of progress and socioeconomic development. 



6History of the RAWS Asia Pacific

2007

RAWS 
created

2008

RAWS 
endorsed

Apr 
2010

RAWS 
CG 

formed

2010 – 
2022

meetings, 
trainings, 

workshops & 
webinars

2015
Advisory 

Group 
formed

2023
Action plan 
reviewed; 

resume 
activities

2013

Second 
edition 

released

Nov 2022

RAWS AG 
reactivated 

after COVID-
19

2007 - RAWS created as an outcome of the 4th OIE Strategic Plan (2006-2010); to emphasise the importance of 

animal welfare, and to influence adoption of the OIE guidelines for animal welfare in the region.

2008 - RAWS endorsed by the OIE 78th General Session (May 2008).

2013 - Second edition released.

2015 - RAWS management was established under the Regional Commission for Asia, the Far East and Oceania 

and a new RAWS Advisory Group; agreed at the 29th Conference of the WOAH Regional Commission in 

Ulaanbaatar.

2022 - RAWS Advisory Group was reactivated after COVID-19 pandemic. The Regional Commission agreed to new 

membership and terms of reference at its meeting on 16 May 2022.

2023 - New advisory group members endorsed. Action plan under review.



7RAWS Advisory Group

RAWS Advisory Group supports the implementation of the WOAH Regional Animal Welfare Strategy for Asia and 

the Pacific and ensures it remains up-to-date.

Kate Littin (Chair) New Zealand Ex-Manager Animal Welfare Team, Ministry for Primary Industries

Jacqueline Lusat (Secretariat) WOAH RRAP WOAH RRAP Animal Health Information Officer

Abhijit Mitra India Animal Husbandry Commissioner & Chief Veterinary Officer (Department of Animal Husbandry & 

Dairying)

Xiao Xiao China WOAH National Focal Point for Animal Welfare

Atieh Dabaghian Iran WOAH National Focal Point for Animal Welfare

Emily Orchard-Mills Australia WOAH National Focal Point for Animal Welfare

Marzuna binti Md Yunus Malaysia WOAH National Focal Point for Animal Welfare

Madison Pannett New Zealand WOAH National Focal Point for Animal Welfare

Sripad Sosale Fiji (SPC) Animal Health and Production Adviser, Pacific Community

S Abdul Rahman Commonwealth Veterinary 

Association (CVA)

Executive Director of CVA

Jackson Zee International Coalition for Animal 

Welfare (ICFAW) – Four Paws

Director of Disaster Relief Unit and Interim Head Southeast Asia of Four Paws International

Yi-Chun Lin Asian Association of Veterinary 

Schools (AAVS)

Assistant Professor – National Chung Hsing University (NCHU) Chinese Taipei

Peter Thornber Commonwealth Veterinary 

Association (CVA)

Ex-president CVA

Leopoldo Stuardo WOAH headquarters WOAH Chargé de mission

Ashish Sutar WOAH SRR SEA WOAH Capacity Building Coordinator

Hirofumi Kugita WOAH RRAP WOAH Regional Representative for Asia & the Pacific
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WOAH Regional Animal Welfare Strategy Asia Pacific plus proposed actions 2023-2026

RAWS Goals

Global 

Regional   
Strategy 



http://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/animal-welfare/

katelittin@hotmail.com

www.linkedin.com/in/kate-littin-54a4917

Thank you!

http://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/animal-welfare/
mailto:katelittin@hotmail.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/kate-littin-54a4917
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