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Improvement of WOAH standards for horse-related diseases



Newly Adopted Chapter Equine Influenza

Chapter 12.6. Infection with equine influenza virus 

For more info: Terrestrial Code: 

www.woah.org/terrestrial-code

Comprehensive 
revision 

First Circulated for 
comments in February 

2019

Circulated 6 
times

Collaboration 
with SCAD, 

BSC and 
WOAH 

Reference Lab.

http://www.woah.org/terrestrial-code


Newly Adopted Chapter on Equine Influenza

• Case definition (domestic and captive wild equids):

1- Isolation and Identification of EIV; OR

2- Detection of antigen nucleic acid specific to EIV in an equid showing clinical

signs or pathological lesions, or epidemiologically linked to a confirmed or

suspected case; OR

3- Seroconversion which is not the consequence of vaccination detected in an

equid showing clinical signs or pathological lesions, or epidemiologically linked

to a confirmed or suspected case.

infective period reduced from 21 to 14 days



Newly Adopted Chapter on Equine Influenza

• List of safe commodities:

1) equine semen;

2) equine embryos;

3) meat and meat products from equids

• Determination of the EI status

1) A risk assessment identifying all risk factors and their historic relevance

2) EI is notifiable, an EI awareness programme in place, and all suspect

occurrences of EI subjected to field/laboratory investigations

3) Appropriate surveillance in place to demonstrate the presence of

infection in the absence of clinical signs



6WTO SPS Agreement principles  

General overview of WOAH Standards

22 November 2022

• Country, zone or compartment free from Equine 
Influenza:

1) infection with EIV is notifiable in the whole country;

2) Evidence through an effective surveillance programme, implemented in 

accordance with principles in Chapter 1.4., that no case of EI in the past 

two years;

3) i. If vaccination is practiced: evidence through surveillance (serological + 

agent identification) of absence of EIV circulation in the population of 

domestic, captive wild, feral, and wild equids during the past 12 months; 

ii.  If vaccination is not practised: serological surveillance is sufficient;

4) Apply appropriate movement controls to minimise the risk of introduction 

of EIV

Newly Adopted Chapter on Equine Influenza



7WTO SPS Agreement principles  

General overview of WOAH Standards

22 November 2022

• Recovery of Free Status

Regained of free EI status 12 months after the 
last case (management of outbreaks and 
surveillance for 12 months to demonstrate 
absence of EIV)

Possibility to submit to WOAH for publication a 
self-declaration of disease freedom 
(country/zone/compartment)

Newly Adopted Chapter on Equine Influenza

For more information www.woah.org/self-declaration 
or contact: self-declaration@woah.org

http://www.woah.org/self-declaration
mailto:self-declaration@woah.org


8WTO SPS Agreement principles  

General overview of WOAH Standards

22 November 2022

• Recommendations for importation of domestic and captive wild 

equids

i. For immediate slaughter (no clinical sign of EI on the day of shipment)

ii. Importation for other purposes (i.e., permanent import, reproduction, 

etc.)

An international veterinary certificate attesting that domestic or captive 
wild equids comes from:  
• Either EI free country/zone (last 14 days) and information on their 

vaccination status included in the certificate; OR

• were subjected to pre-export isolation for 14 days and showed no 
clinical sign of  EI during isolation nor on the day of  shipment; AND

• were vaccinated with a vaccine complying with the standards described in 
the Terrestrial Manual and effective against the relevant virus strains 
according to the protocol mention in this Chapter

Newly Adopted Chapter on Equine Influenza



9WTO SPS Agreement principles  

General overview of WOAH Standards

22 November 2022

Vaccination protocols prior to shipment: 

i. between 14 and 90 days before shipment either with a primary course or 

a booster; OR

ii. between 14 and 180 days before shipment, if  they are older than four 

years of  age, having received up to the date of  this pre-shipment 

vaccination, at least four doses of  vaccine at intervals not greater than 

180 days. 

Vaccination Protocols included in the Code Chapter are based on a scientific 

assessment study on equine influenza vaccination protocols prior to shipment 

conducted by a WOAH Reference Laboratory for equine influenza. 

Newly Adopted Chapter on Equine Influenza

Information on the vaccination status should be included in the international 

veterinary certificate or the passport in accordance with Chapter 5.12. 

https://europepmc.org/article/PMC/7157717


10WTO SPS Agreement principles  

General overview of WOAH Standards

22 November 2022

i. Recommendations for Temporary importation of horses 

ONLY for horses and for competition purposes, not exceeding 90 days, lab test are not 
required but horses should be accompanied by:

• A passport in accordance with Chapter 5.12. and individual identification, belonging to 
HHP horse subpopulation as defined in Chapter 4.17; 

• An international veterinary certificate attesting that horses either come from an EI free 
country/zone OR showed no clinical sign of  EI in any premises horses had been 
resident for the 14 days prior to shipment AND were vaccinated

• During their stay ensure that horses are kept separated from domestic and captive wild 
equids of  a different EI health status through appropriate biosecurity

Newly Adopted Chapter on Equine Influenza
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