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WOAH international standards

World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and 

Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) recognises WOAH as the reference international 

standard-setting organisation for animal health and zoonoses.

Include import sanitary measures, according to the commodity, their origin, the 

risk reduction measures applicable to each commodity

Veterinary Authorities should use these standards to set up measures to prevent 

the spread of significant transboundary diseases via international trade in 

animals and animal products while avoiding unjustified sanitary trade barriers 

Members shall ensure that their sanitary measures are based on existing international 
standards or based on risk analyses conducted according to these standards.

WOAH establishes 

standards for the 

improvement of animal 

health and welfare and 

veterinary public health

worldwide, including the 

prevention of disease 

spread through 

international trade of 

animals and animal 

products.
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WOAH 
international 
standards

Codes Manuals

• Terrestrial Code: New 

version every year

• Latest version publicly 

available on the WOAH 

website

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/codes-and-manuals/


•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

TAHC on 

equine-related 

diseases

WOAH list of notifiable diseases: 117 Listed diseases

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-diseases/


•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Inclusion of provisions for 

temporary importation of 

competition horses

Improvement of WOAH standards for horse-related diseases



Update on Chapters on equine diseases

Provisions in the newly drafted Chapters (CEM, EP, EI):

• Case definitions for each disease,

• List of safe commodities,

• Free country, Zone or herd

• Guidance on Surveillance (animal surveillance, vector
surveillance)

• Import provisions for different commodities (live animals,
animal products)

• Inclusion of provisions for temporary importation of
competition horses
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New CEM Chapter:

• Case definition- incubation & infective 
periods

• Safe commodities (i.e., geldings; milk and 
meat products)   

• Herd free from infection with T. 
equigenitalis (with requisites for qualification, 
maintenance and recovery of freedom)

Possibility to submit to WOAH for publication a 
self-declaration of disease freedom herd 
freedom (www.woah.org/self-declaration)

Chapter 12.2. Infection with Taylorella equigenitalis (Contagious equine metritis)

http://www.woah.org/self-declaration
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• Recommendations for importation of stallions or mares (taking into account origin, and 

lab tests for the detection of  the agent)

• Recommendations for temporary importation of stallions and mares ONLY for 

competition purposes, not exceeding 90 days, lab test are not required but horses should 

be accompanied by:

• An international veterinary certificate, a passport and individual identification, belonging to 
HHP horse subpopulation as defined in Chapter 4.17; 

• are not used for breeding and do not have any sexual contact with other horses; 

• not subjected to any practice that may represent a risk of  transmission of  infection with T. 
equigenitalis

• Recommendations for importation of semen, oocytes and embryos

• General principles of surveillance (including clínical, agent, and serological surveillance)

Chapter 12.2. Infection with Taylorella equigenitalis (Contagious equine metritis)
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Equine Piroplasmosis 

• Case definition- 30 days incubation period & lifelong infective period 

• Safe commodities (i.e., milk and meat products, semen, embryos, sterile 

horse serum)   

• Country or Zone free from infection with T. equi and B. caballi (notifiability, 

absence of infection for 6 years, specific importations and surveillance 

requirements, particularly in high-risk areas adjacent to an infected zone)

• Self declarations of country or Zone free

C h a p t e r  1 2 . 7 .

New  Chapter

Chapter 12.7. Inf. with Theileria Equi and Babesia Caballi (Equine Piroplasmosis)

• For more information please contact: 

self-declaration@woah.org  disease.status@woah.org

• Diseases Status page: www.woah.org/official-status

Terrestrial Code: www.woah.org/terrestrial-code

mailto:self-declaration@woah.org
mailto:disease.status@woah.org
http://www.woah.org/official-status
http://www.woah.org/terrestrial-code
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• Recommendations for importation of equids (taking into account origin, and lab tests for 

the detection of  the agent, free from ticks prior and during transport, etc)

• Recommendations for temporary importation of horses ONLY for competition purposes 

and HHP horses, lab test are not required but horses should be :

• Accompanied by an international veterinary certificate, a passport and individual 
identification, belonging to HHP horse subpopulation as defined in Chapter 4.17; 

• Not subjected to any practice that may represent a risk of  transmission of  infection with T. 
equi and Babesia caballi

• maintained free from ticks during the 30 days prior to shipment, during transport and 
protected from ticks during their stay (and examined daily for the presence of  ticks)

• Recommendations to protect equids from ticks

• General principles of surveillance (including clínical, serological, agent, and vector 

surveillance, and surveillance in high-risk areas)

Chapter 12.7. Inf. with Theileria Equi and Babesia Caballi (Equine Piroplasmosis)



Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Any questions?

Thank you

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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