
African Swine Fever (ASF) 
Vanuatu Stepping up with awareness campaign



Introduction

• Smallest island nation with ~319,137(2021) population
• Scattered 81 islands; Area: 12,189 Sq Km; grouped in 6 province
• Agriculture-based economy relies on Copra, Cocoa, Kava & Cattle

• Pig raised in small scales and semi-commercial farms
• Pigs are very important in cultural, socio-economy and livelihood like 

any pacific island countries
• 2016 mini census – 89, 903 Pig population



Distribution!

13%

87%

2016 Mini Census Pig Population

Urban Rural

• People lack the knowledge on ASF of which 87% 
lives in the rural areas & 13% lives in Rural areas 

(2016)

• Not everyone knows about African Swine Fever 
in Pigs

• Target Audience _ Travelers, Pig Farmers, 
Traders & Importers, Meat processors,  

Livestock & Biosecurity Sector

• Communities & communication is a challenge!

• COVID- travel restrains (Campaign started 2021)



Strategy!

• Joint Operation!

• Trainings 

• Development of EDRP for ASF draft

• Identify & Develop Key Message

• Train the Trainers (MALFFB Team)

• Awareness & more Awareness! 



ASF RTK Antigen Training

Animal Health Officers (Livestock & Biosecurity Departments)



Acknowledgment:  
PHAMAPLUS
(Australian Aid) 

Versions available in:  

➢ BISLAMA 
➢ FRENCH 
➢ CHINESE 



Train the Trainers!

ASF UPDATES

Blood Sample Collection

Good Biosecurity Farm 
Practices MALFFB Extension Officers

PPE Demonstration
Demonstration (Normal Organs)



Awareness

National Events

Community 
Awareness



More Awareness

National 
Newsletter

Short ASF Video
Press Conference

“Preparedness is the Key part 
of an effective emergency 

response”



Key Message
• Report any dead pig to a livestock or Biosecurity Officer

• Do not smuggle meat into country!

• Respect the law which carries heavy fines for culprit(s)

• Emphasis on limited resources for testing and eradication expense if 
there is an outbreak

• Encourage good Farm biosecurity either small or large scale farms

• Report any incident when in doubt

• Test EDRP for animal disease incident

• ASF is a contagious Food Security Issue!



Key Messages 
Prevent
• Import policies to minimize trade in pork products with  ASF-affected 

countries/zones 
• Strengthen border security systems to detect & manage prohibited meat 

products at the border
• Strengthen farm and community biosecurity (infrastructure and regular 

community awareness)  

Detect
• Conduct regular surveillance and community awareness activities for 

early detection  

Respond
• Timely response to identify infected farms and villages, eliminate 

infection and stop disease spread   

Recover
• Maintain monitoring to verify infection has been eliminated    
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ASF Preparedness Score Card
TOPIC SELF-ASSESSMENT COMMENT 

PREVENTION    

Import policies to minimize trade risk  

                              

Primarily source pig meat from ASF-free 
countries,  Australia & NZ.  NZ has 3rd party 
agreement with EU to allow sourcing from 
ASF-free zones (e.g. Poland)   

Strengthen biosecurity systems  to detect & 
manage prohibited meat products                                

Scanning equipment operating.  Detector Dog 
still waiting.  No incinerator in Luganville  

Strengthen farm and community biosecurity  
(infrastructure & community awareness)                                

Awareness materials prepared.  Some 
community awareness implemented. No 
progress on infrastructure.   

DETECT    

Conduct regular surveillance and community 
awareness activities  

                               

Some community awareness implemented. 
Rapid test kit training being done    

RESPOND    

Timely response to identify infected farms and 
villages                                  

Rapid response training  yet to be 
implemented .  Transport availability?   

RECOVER    

Maintain monitoring to verify eradication  
                                  

         YET TO ASSESS   

 



Challenges!

• Geographical location

• Target Population 

• Communication Skills

• Develop & Dissemination of Awareness Materials

• ASF RTK Antigen expires

• Trainings affected by 

COVID- restrictions



Way Forward

• Continue Awareness

• Continue Surveillance

• Finalize Prepared plan for ASF 

• Initiate Simulation Exercise on EDRP

• Undergo External Trainings on ASF 

• Conduct awareness on other exotic 

disease in Vanuatu

• Sourcing testing materials “LAMP”????



Acknowledge Partners!



Tankio Tumas!

Appreciate your attention!
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