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• The collaboration between WOAH and FEI started at the Conference on international horse 
movement in Guadalajara, Mexico, in October 2011.

• It was formalised in 2012 and an Ad hoc Group was formed which met end of  2012 for the first 
time, followed by many other meetings

• The Ad hoc Group developed the WOAH principles that are today well known, such as EDFZ , 
HHP, diseases of  importance for international horse movements, the Biosecurity Manual, and 
also looked at harmonising import health certificates at a global and regional level

• The Ad hoc Group also supported research projects which were identified by its members and 
WOAH member countries, e.g. AHS novel vaccines, glanders testing, dourine, EI, etc

• For the Asia and Pacific region, two events were of  major importance:

Background



3Workshop 18 – 20 February 2014, Hongkong

• Over 100 participants from the region: Veterinary Services, FEI and NFs , IFHA and national 
racing associations

• The Conference was preceded by a questionnaire survey on health certificates with all A&P 
countries – 21 replied

• A report on the analysis of  the different conditions for importing horses was produced and 
presented:
 43 diseases for certification
 50% of countries only have a T certificate
• Only 3 countries were T certificate has lesser requirements than P certificate
 A number of diseases, however, were identified to be of top priorty

• Other topics included:
• Regulatory framework for horse movement
• Collaboration between Veterinary Service and equestrian sports sector
• Biosecurity and quarantine management
• Implementation of  the HHP concept

• Recommendations were formulated and the overall outcome summarised as:
 Realised the increasing importance of equine industries and therefore the need for 

science based certification of equine diseases 
 Report of this meeting to be presented to the Regional Commission at the General 

Session in May 2014
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• 60 participants from the three key partners Veterinary Services, FEI and NFs, 

Racing authorities. Additionally, the Customs authorities were also invited.

• Key topics:

• Review and update of  2014 topics; 
• Customs procedures and their impact on international horse movement – from all perspectives

• The key partners each produced a « Roadmap »

• Key éléments of  Veterinary Services Roadmap:

• Harmonisation of  health certificates in the region
• Harmonisation of  list of  notifiable diseases with the WOAH list
• Understand the need for horse trade
• Improve in-country equine disease reporting
• Locate and register all competition horses in the country
• Streamline quarantine / customs procedures

Sub-regional Workshop 19 – 20 February, 2019, Hongkong
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Sub-Regional Workshop of Temporary International Movements of Competition Horses - WOAH - Asia



7

• A lot of work has already been done

• Key topics of regional importance have been discussed during 2 Regional Conferences

• We need to take up where we left it in 2019 and work towards implementation of the 
Roadmaps

• This requires updates where necessary and  revival for the enthusiasm for regional
international horse movement!

Outlook



8Thank you for your attention!

Asian Games, 2018


